WHAT WE LOVED IN 2019

BHUTAN
EXPERIENCES
2019

7- D AY B E AU T I FU L B H UT AN
E XP L O R AT I O N
Nestle between Nepal, China and India, the idyllic nation of Bhutan sits at the
geographical intersection of unique spiritual traditions. This mountainous country
is predominantly Buddhist with dramatic mountain peaks and valleys or named by
countless temples and monasteries.
On this week-long cycling journey, guests not only activate their body but free their
mind riding through stunning landscapes and having the opportunity to meditate in
the quiet surrounds of traditional Buddhist monastery. Covering the country’s most
significant sites, including Timphu, Docula Pass, Punakha Valley, Paro, the famous
Taktsang Monastery (Tiger’s Nest) and more, the journey is beautiful in more ways
than one imaginable.

WH E R E T O ?
Thimphu - Punakha - Paro

WH Y ?
Mysterious Bhutan is a land where magic and myths are a part of history where
there are more monks than soldiers, and where happiness output is measured and
considered more important than GDP. A Bhutan tour requires a little more planning
and preparation than when visiting most parts of the globe, but it is certainly worth it.

TOUR CODE: BBE07

B H U T AN

www.diethelmtravel.com

CAMBODIA
EXPERIENCES
2019

A R O Y AL R I D E - AN C I E N T T E MPL E S
V I A S I D E C AR
Be picked-up at your hotel by amazingly well restored classic sidecar-bikes, for a
memorable experience, and start your morning journey to discover some of the
smallest yet remarkable and magnificent temples built by King Jayavarman VII in
the second half of the 12th century.
King Jayavarman VII was generally considered the most powerful of the Khmer
monarchs by historians. Over the 30 some years of his reign, Jayavarman embarked
on a grand program of construction that included both public works and a large
number of monuments. As a Mahayana Buddhist, his declared aim was to alleviate
the suffering of his people.

WH E R E T O ?
Siem Reap – Temples of Angkor Wat

WH Y ?
This tour was exclusively designed for Diethelm, it takes you to less visited temples
and you are free to stay as long as you want at each, skip one or go visit another…
Plus, riding in a side-car is riding in style and plain fun and it adds to the adventure.

TOUR CODE: REPSTJEW

C AM B O D I A www.diethelmtravel.com

K AY AK & P R I VAT E
S U N S E T C O C K T AI L C R UIS E
After lunch, drive across the countryside, far away from the crowds, for a soft
adventure on the Tonle Sap. At the embarkation point, get settled in onboard and
begin sailing first past a hilltop pagoda, then between the floating homes of a small
fishermen’s village and on until the boat arrives at the best spot to drop the kayaks.
Kayak through the floating village, saying hello to villagers and stopping to take
pictures or interact with families. Go at your own pace and enjoy the trip until
you are ready to get back on the boat. To end the evening on a serene note, will
experience the beauty of a sunset on the Tonle Sap while enjoying cocktails and
light bites.

WH E R E T O ?
Tonle Sap, Siem Reap

WH Y ?
This soft adventure allows nature lovers to experience life on the Tonle Sap in an
environment unspoilt by tourism as well as learn about village life and interact with
a culture very different from one’s own.

TOUR CODE: REPDSKAS

C AM B O D I A www.diethelmtravel.com

S I E M R E AP AR T T O UR
Meet the artists, designers and curators currently making waves, hosting exhibitions
and competently placing Cambodia’s Temple Town firmly on the artistic map.
In addition to the artwork, the characteristics of each space visited is visually
impressive and should not be overlooked. A stunning artist’s studio located just
outside of Siem Reap Town in a lush tropical garden is one such destination. An
elegant Couture House hidden in a village of local shophouses is breath-taking, with
delicate Cambodian silks exquisitely draped over elegant custom-made furniture.
The diversity of artwork is a breath of fresh air; sculptures, oils, photography and
textured design – everything you didn’t know you were looking for.

WH E R E T O ?
Siem Reap

WH Y ?
This experience allows art lovers to discover places in Siem Reap that most tourists
would never find on their own while having the novel opportunity to speak with the
artists directly about their work guided by a professional art curator. This tour is
extremely flexible and can be customised as needed. It’s also a good chance to find
and take home a one-of-a-kind art piece!

TOUR CODE: REPDSART

C AM B O D I A www.diethelmtravel.com

CHINA
EXPERIENCES
2019

H I K I N G & C AM P I N G ON
T H E G R E AT WAL L O F C HINA
Hike China’s Great Wall to witness the great nation’s history and heritage firsthand.
Visit the most significant monuments along the standing sections of the wall, tour
museums and cultural villages all while soaking up China’s natural beauty.

WH E R E T O ?
Beijing - Jiaoshan - Sandaoguan - Dongjiakou - Banchangyu-East Qing Tombs Taipingzhai - Huangyaguan - Heaven’s Ladder - Uangyaguan - Chengde - WohushanSimatai - Jinshanling - Gubeikou - Huanghuacheng - Xishuiyu - Jiankou - Mutianyu
- Beijing

WH Y ?
Perfect for active travellers who also want a cultural experience, this immersive trip of
a lifetime offers views and experiences that will take one’s breath away.

TOUR CODE: PRCN001

CHINA

www.diethelmtravel.com

HONG KONG
EXPERIENCES
2019

C Y C LE T H R O U G H H O N G KONG ’S
C U LT U R AL P AT H
Hong Kong has so much more to offer than just Victoria Harbor’s iconic waterfront
skyline. In the city’s densely crowded downtown it might be hard to imagine that
the city has any cycling opportunities.
DIethelm Travel escorted join-in biking experience is taking your guest on a
30-minute ferry ride to Mui Wo rural town on the eastern coast of Lantau Island
- the largest island in Hong Kong. The Mui Wo Valley was first settled by farmers
around the middle of the Ming dynasty (16th century). By the 19th century, there
were six villages in the valley, many of whose inhabitants worked in a silver mine
that operated for several decades. Remnants of the mine can still be seen. Also
surviving to this day are several watchtowers built by the villagers to protect
themselves from pirate attacks.

WH E R E T O ?
Lantau Island

WH Y ?
This experience is highly recommended for cycling enthusiasts and those wishing
to explore Hong Kong’s beautiful countryside while learning about the area’s 400
years of history and culture all within easy reach of Hong Kong’s urban hub.

TOUR CODE: HKGLTBKT

H O N G K O N Gwww.diethelmtravel.com

LAOS
EXPERIENCES
2019

4 -D AY E S S E N S E O F L U AN G PR ABANG
Luang Prabang Stopover is a combination of timeless elegance, architectural
heritage, sacred temples and outstanding natural beauty. Visit the most beautiful
temples, explore sacred temples in caves, marvel at crystal clear waterfalls and
indulge in some of the best fine dining that Luang Prabang has to offer.

WH E R E T O ?
Luang Prabang

WH Y ?
This tour is for people who want to experience the essence of Luang Prabang and
gain an in-depth appreciation of why it was named a UNESCO World heritage City.
We want people to discover the temples, and to take part in the morning alms
giving in a respectful way. Your guests can venture out of the town and enjoy
the peace of a cruise on the Mekong River or connect with nature at waterfalls,
bringing you in contact with local communities sharing their way of life with you. At
the end of each day we can help you indulge in the best fine-dining in town.

TOUR CODE: LPQ4

LAO S

www.diethelmtravel.com

5- D AY G R E E N L U AN G P R A BANG
Dive deep into the spirit, culture and natural beauty of Luang Prabang. From
the temples and rituals of the city to the rural villages and farms, tread lightly
through this timeless landscape. This 5-day journey will show guests the best of
the timeless traditions and architecture of Luang Prabang. As you slow down on
your journey, with nature as your backdrop, find delight in taking time out as you
visit and eat at local organic farms and restaurants.

WH E R E T O ?
Luang Prabang

WH Y ?
This tour is for people who want to experience all the timeless wonders of Luang
Prabang at a slow pace. A tour that brings contentment as you tread lightly in
Luang Prabang and connect with the spirit of the city. Experience wonder and
joy while exploring the temples and rituals of the city often at walking or cycling
speed. As you slow down, and with nature as your backdrop, find delight in taking
time out as you visit and eat at local organic farms and restaurants.

TOUR CODE: LPQDLGR5

LAO S

www.diethelmtravel.com

LO C AL ALM S G I V I N G &
M E K O N G B R E AK FAS T C R UIS E
One of the best ways to explore the culture of Laos is to take part in one of the
local Buddhist customs. Morning Alms or ‘Tak Bat’ is a renowned daily Buddhist
ritual. At dawn, the saffron-clad monks leave their wats and walk barefoot through
the streets and the local people kneel silently and present food offerings which
they place in the bowl or ‘bat’.

WH E R E T O ?
Luang Prabang

WH Y ?
This private tour will take you to witness a very special daily ritual of locals in Laos
– morning alms giving or ‘Tak Bat’. This is an alternative location, away from the
main street of Luang Prabang, from which to observe this daily ritual. From the
short cruise on the Mekong River to breakfast overlooking it, marvel at the striking
colours and serene atmosphere, bathed in beautiful early morning light.

TOUR CODE: LPQIMKIME

LAO S

www.diethelmtravel.com

8- D AY N O R T H E R N E X P LOR E R
Northern Explorer provides you with the opportunity to be truly immersed in the
variety of hill and minority peoples’ that populate northern Laos. After absorbing
yourself in the unique, architecture, culture, language and traditions of the region,
you round off the trip by boat on the Nam Ou River and visit a sacred temple along
the way.

WH E R E T O ?
Pakbeng - Luang Namtha - Muang Sing - Oudamxay - Nong Khiaw

WH Y ?
This unforgettable experience allows travellers to explore the best of northern
Laos, starting on the Mekong River then soft trekking to remote villages to learn
about the culture and traditions of the Akha, Ikor, Khmu and Lanten hilltribes.

TOUR CODE: HOEDLNE8

LAO S

www.diethelmtravel.com

5- D AY S O U T H E R N E X P LOR E R
Southern Explorer is the perfect blend of historical temples and natural wonders
with the option to either relax in, or explore further, this beautiful part of Laos.

WH E R E T O ?
Pakbeng - Luang Namtha - Muang Sing - Oudamxay - Nong Khiaw

WH Y ?
Southern Laos is renowned for its culture, history and nature providing every
traveller with a heady mix of geographic and ethnic diversity. Come and discover
why southern Laos exudes such a laid back vibe.

TOUR CODE: PKPSSEXC

LAO S

www.diethelmtravel.com

4- D AY C O FFE E & C U LT UR E
T O U R I N S O U T H E R N L AOS
Escape into hilltribe culture, timeless history, wild natural beauty and the coffee
plantations of southern Laos. Adventures await including, fishing on the Mekong,
exploring the hidden coffee plantations in the Bolaven Plateau and cycling to
discover secluded, ancient temples.

WH E R E T O ?
Pakse - Bolaven Plateau - Champasak

WH Y ?
Southern Laos produces some of the finest coffee in the world which caffeine lovers
can discover for themselves on this unique vintage Jeep tour. Intrepid travellers go
off-the-beaten-track to discover unspoilt rural environments and experience village
life learning more about the various cultures and people in this remote region.

TOUR CODE: PKPSCCSC

LAO S

www.diethelmtravel.com

5- D AY K O N G L O R C AV E S AND
SOUTHERN GEMS
Kong Lor caves and Southern Gems combines the renowned Kong Lor caves with
visits to the lesser heralded historic towns of Thakek and Savannakhet. The tour
starts and ends in Pakse with the option to explore Wat Phu and Champasak.

WH E R E T O ?
Thakek - Savannakhet - Champasak

WH Y ?
Southern Laos boasts the perfect blend of ancient temple ruins, charming towns
and natural wonders. Explore the best of it all on this 5-day journey combining
stops at the renowned Kong Lor caves with visits to the lesser heralded historic
towns of Thakek and Savannakhet with the added option to explore Wat Phu and
Champasak.

TOUR CODE: PKPSKAS

LAO S

www.diethelmtravel.com

MALAYSIA
EXPERIENCES
2019

P E R FO R M AN C E FR O M T H E PAS T :
S H AD O W P U P P E T S
Historically only performed for the Malay king before passing on to villages
where they were an integral part of special celebrations, today shadow puppet
performances in Malaysia are a dying art form with less than a dozen active tok
dalang (puppeteers) left in the country. Visit one of the last tok dalang, En Jefry, at
his home in Balik Pulau to learn more about the tradition of wayang kulit (shadow
puppetry) and the art of puppet making as well as enjoy one of his exclusive
performances. Afterwards, travel through Balik Pulau’s small villages, rice fields
and fruit farms. The area is known for producing some of the best fruit in the
country including the famous “King of Fruits”, durian. Taste some for yourself
before returning to the hotel.

WH E R E T O ?
Penang

WH Y ?
This experience provides guests a behind-the-scenes look at a quickly diminishing
artform complete with meeting one of Malaysia’s last puppeteers in the intimacy
of his own home. Guests not only get to directly connect with the local community
and culture, but also witness a traditional piece of the past that may not be around
much longer.

TOUR CODE: EXPHSPWB

M ALAY S I A

www.diethelmtravel.com

S AV O U R T H E S T R E E T F OOD
LI K E A L O C AL
One of the best ways to sample authentic local food is at a night market. Malaysia’s
multi-cultural population has created an abundance of different cuisines. Every
night market has its own unique ambiance and best-selling dishes that travellers
can experience the local way!

WH E R E T O ?
Kuala Lumpur

WH Y ?
One of the best ways to sample authentic local food is at a night market. Malaysia’s
multi-cultural population has created an abundance of different cuisines. Every
night market has its own unique ambiance and best-selling dishes that travellers
can experience the local way!

TOUR CODE: EXKNPMM

M ALAY S I A

www.diethelmtravel.com

I P O H : H I S T O R I C AL AN D S T R E E T
AR T E XP L O R AT I O N
As the capital city of Perak, Ipoh is best known for its charming colonial architecture
flanked by dramatic limestone cliffs, yet in the city’s streets, there’s also beauty
to be found in the form of fascinating street art installations and murals. See a
different side of the city blending stops at historical sites with stunning street art.

WH E R E T O ?
Ipoh

WH Y ?
Discovering the city through its street art is a unique way to experience the local
culture and creativity instead of just visiting standard attractions.

TOUR CODE: EXKNPMM

M ALAY S I A

www.diethelmtravel.com

2- D AY B E AU T Y O F T H E R AI NFOR E S T
Become fully immersed in the beauty of Borneo’s rainforest at Kabili-Sepilok
Virgin Jungle Reserve. Along with being home to the famous Sepilok Orangutan
Rehabilitation Centre, the captivating reserve also encompasses a variety of forest
types, wildlife, education and research facilities to offer guests not only an escape
from it all, but a deeper look at what makes this region so ecologically fascinating.

WH E R E T O ?
Sadakan - Sepilok - Sadakan

WH Y ?
Explore the beauty of the rainforest - our very famous Sepilok Orangutan
Rehabilitation Center is part of Kabili-Sepilok Virgin Jungle Reserve. The various
forest types, animals found and the extensive supporting research since the
1930’s, and nature educational facilities make this VJR very special other than just
the orang utan rehabilitation centre.

TOUR CODE: PKSCEB2B

M ALAY S I A

www.diethelmtravel.com

M AK E Y O U R O WN WAY T HR OUG H
M AL AY S I A I N 7 D AYS
Marvel at Malaysia’s unique mix of sprawling cities and rural villages, historic
architecture and unbridled nature on a classic roundtrip journey that hits all the
highlights of Peninsular Malaysia, including Kuala Lumpur, Batu Caves, the Cameron
Highlands, Penang, Kota Bharu and more.

WH E R E T O ?
Kuala Lumpur - BAtu cave - CAmeron highland - Penang - Kota Bharu - Kuala
Terenggabu - Kuantan/Cherating - Kuala Lumpur - Singapore

WH Y ?
A classic roundtrip to visit major cities in Peninsular Malaysia to learn the differences
of culture and history influences from various culture.

TOUR CODE: PKKCMR7C

M ALAY S I A

www.diethelmtravel.com

C O U N T R Y S I D E B I K I N G AD V E NT UR E
Hop on a mountain bike and ride through Kota Kinabalu’s rugged terrain riding
along dirt roads and off-road to reach remote villages and picturesque hills. Pass
over thrilling suspension bridges, visit local farms to support the local community
and end with a satisfying lunch at the riverside.

WH E R E T O ?
Kota Kinabalu - Tuaran

WH Y ?
Mountain bike through remote villages and hills. The ride takes you through villages
and terrain that consists of off-road, dirt road, gradual climbing and downhill rides
with visit to Native Dusun House and local farms to support the local community.

TOUR CODE: PKKCMR7C

M ALAY S I A

www.diethelmtravel.com

MYANMAR
EXPERIENCES
2019

7- D AY I N N AG A L AND
Exclusively available only through Diethelm Travel, This unique 7-day experience
take travellers to the heart of the Naga Land, combining cultural sightseeing with
soft trekking along untouched mountain trails. Visit remote villages among the blue
mountains, enjoy nature and observe the traditional way of life of these unique
hilltribe peoples.

WH E R E T O ?
Khamti - Lahe - Homalin

WH Y ?
Your guests will get away from tourist trails, venture into the remote untouched
trails of Nagaland and make friends with the hill-tribes that you will rarely see in the
other side of the world.

TOUR CODE: PKMCNGAB

M Y AN M AR www.diethelmtravel.com

E XC L U S I VE WA ALE I S LAND
L U XU R Y E C O G E T AW AY
During this exclusive tour, you are invited to experience the hidden natural beauty
of the Myeik Archipelago in a uniquely designed luxury camps that encourages
responsible and sustainable care for the environment. Get the chance to explore
unchartered jungle habitats and diving amongst spectacular marine life and
untouched coral reefs as well as unlimited opportunities of snorkelling and
kayaking. This is a private Tour with Saturday Departure.

WH E R E T O ?
Kawthaung, Wa Ale Island

WH Y ?
Enjoy exclusivity and privacy on an uncharted island far away from tourist
crowds. At this luxury beach resort, guests can also directly support conservation
programmes and the island’s turtle hatchery.

TOUR CODE: PKARUSWD

M Y AN M AR www.diethelmtravel.com

U N I Q U E E XP E D I T I O N ALONG T HE
D O H T AWAD D Y R I VE R
This tour will take you to the unseen rural side of Mandalay off the beaten track
as you discover the hidden rural villages along the Dohtawaddy river with a scenic
private boat trip. This is a perfect opportunity to observe how locals make their
living and to get a better insight of rural community. Visit the Nagayone pagoda
to have an opportunity to see the traditional dancing activities of Nat (spirits)
believers. Another spectacular sightseeing in the old city of Makhaya with its 14th
century alluring architectures and historical background, will make this tour truly
thrilling.

WH E R E T O ?
Mandalay

WH Y ?
Available exclusively to Diethelm Travel, this unique tour has never been offered
before. Visitors will experience authentic Burmese village life, have the opportunity
to see little known places, meet with local people, and feast their eyes on plenty of
historical remains and beautiful riverside scenery.

TOUR CODE: EXMFUEDB

M Y AN M AR www.diethelmtravel.com

AR T Y VI S I T T O T H E AR T I S T HOME
For anyone who’s ever wanted to talk through a painting or an artwork, a visit to
Nay Myo Say’s house on Inya Road, Yangon is a must. Not like any other art studios
and galleries visit, this is an exclusive and unique as you will have an opportunity to
meet the multi-talented artist, Mr. Nay Myo Say who had initially studied to become
a doctor however has a miracle life profile as a vocalist, song writer, painter,
designer and a businessman. Take a chance to visit his place, living and working
environments in an eco-friendly house which he has built and decorated with
used materials from old buildings, an impressive idea of sustainability. Listen to
his experience of becoming an artist and the interesting background of old stuffs
that he had collected in his home museum. He is happy to welcome friends and
admirers to see his work and exchange knowledge.

WH E R E T O ?
Yangon

WH Y ?
Experiencing art at a gallery is one thing, but meeting and getting to know artists
in their home is another – more rare – opportunity! While in Yangon, visit a local
artist’s eclectic home and studio during a private experience that will be a highlight
of any Myanmar journey.

TOUR CODE: EXYHVIAH

M Y AN M AR www.diethelmtravel.com

PHILIPPINES
EXPERIENCES
2019

P ALAWAN B O AT E X P E D I T IONS &
I S L AN D R E T R E AT S
Sail along the turquoise waters of tropical Palawam, exploring villages, bays and
beaches, with nights spent on untouched remote island basecamps. Idle away the
day lounging on the beach couch or top deck whilst enjoying fresh coconuts, take a
turn fishing off the back of the boat, or snorkel beneath the waves and take in the
magic of this underwater wonderland. On this journey, guests are treated to a twoday island retreat for even more sun, relaxation and tropical wonder.

WH E R E T O ?
Palawan

WH Y ?
Set off on the adventure of a lifetime through the remote islands, desrted beaches
and hidden coves of northern Palawan. On this five-day journey, traveller explore
the Philippines as they’re best experienced, on both land and water.

TOUR CODE: EXSNVVRF

P H I LI P P I N E Swww.diethelmtravel.com

SINGAPORE
EXPERIENCES
2019

S I N G AP O R E V I N T AG E V E S PA
N I G H T R I D E B Y S I D E CAR
Guests will be collected from their hotel and be driven to Kampong Glam where
the tour begins - to explore Singapore’s sights, sounds and flavours in a unique and
nostalgic way on the world’s first restored vintage Vespa sidecar tour.
Divedeep into Singapore’s local culture and lifestyle as you whiz through local
landmarks, visit historic neighbourhoods, go down quaint alleyways, and enjoy
personal encounters with locals. The night ride takes advantage of the cool
evening air to explore the illuminated Civic District to the historic neighbourhood
of Kampong Glam. There will be scenic stops and quick photo opportunity.

WH E R E T O ?
Singapore

WH Y ?
Zipping through the city on a vintage Vespa allows visitors to experience a different
side to Singapore while intimately taking in the city’s sights, sounds and scents.
The expert driver guide will share personal stories while zipping down alleyways
to present plenty of opportunities for photos and face-to-face encounters with the
local community.

TOUR CODE: NVVRND

S I N G AP O R Ewww.diethelmtravel.com

M AK AN M AK AN FO O D T OUR IN
K AM P O N G G L AM
Kampong Glam is home to some of the most authentic Malay and Indian Muslim
cuisine in Singapore. Makan Makan Food Tour will guide your guests on a tantalising
makan (meaning: to eat or consume) walking journey that’s more than just about
eating.
Starting from sweet snacks such as ‘kueh kueh’ to savoury bites such as curry puffs
and samosas, not only do foodies get to try these rich and flavourful snacks but will
also get a chance to learn more about common ingredients and see local people
whipping up the treats. The rich aroma of food lingers along the historical streets
of Kampong Glam, but there’s more to Kampong Glam than simply eating. During
the tour, we’ll also take in other aspects of this intriguing neighbourhood, an ethnic
district that began as a fishing village and has even been home to royalty.

WH E R E T O ?
Kampong Glam, Singapore

WH Y ?
Perfect for foodies or anyone who loves trying new cuisines. This tour encompasses
the culinary flavours of the Malays and Indian Muslims in Singapore – cuisines not
easily found outside of Singapore and Malaysia!

TOUR CODE: AMKGED

S I N G AP O R Ewww.diethelmtravel.com

FI N D I N G H AR M O N Y I N FE NG S HUI
While highly cosmopolitan, Singapore still sticks to its cultural roots and much
of the city is designed with both aesthetics and auspiciousness in mind. On this
exclusive private tour, learn how feng shui plays an important role in Singapore’s
past, present and future along with the continuing practice of ancestor worship
and more.

WH E R E T O ?
Singapore

WH Y ?
Explore Singapore from a feng shui perspective learning how geomancy and
innovation come together in designing and constructing of the country’s historic
and modern landmarks. Get some useful tips from your personal guide on how
you can achieve good luck, harmony and balance in your personal life through the
application of feng shui.

TOUR CODE: AFHFED

S I N G AP O R Ewww.diethelmtravel.com

JOURNEY TO HELL
See Singapore’s iconic Haw Par Villa theme park in a new light – after dark!
Haw Par Villa is located along Pasir Panjang Road in Singapore. The park contains over
1,000 statues and 150 giant dioramas depicting scenes from Chinese mythology,
folklore, legends, history, and illustrations of various aspects of Confucianism.

WH E R E T O ?
Singapore

WH Y ?
Your guests will witness how death stalked the Aw family and what Boon Haw did
to confront his mortality through a story telling dolls. The infamous 10 Courts of
Hell show what you will get and how the devils dismember and drown sinners in a
pool of blood.

TOUR CODE: PJTHEA

S I N G AP O R Ewww.diethelmtravel.com

SRI LANKA
EXPERIENCES
2019

A WALK AM O N G C I N N AM ON T R E E S
Walk in the trails of a Cinnamon Planter. The Cinnamon Experience isn’t just
informative; it is also a hands-on experience, encouraging guests to get their hands
a little dirty and strip down some Cinnamon sticks for themselves.
Experience the chain of events from the growing of the trees, harvesting, piling
and finally processing of the cinnamon in the aroma filled factory. Understand the
history behind this precious spice and where it is headed in the realm of Sri Lanka’s
export priorities.

WH E R E T O ?
Ahangama

WH Y ?
What better place to learn about the magical spice than Sri Lanka, which produces
90% of the world’s supply of high quality cinnamon? Follow in the footsteps of the
island’s cinnamon planters experiencing cinnamon’s full life cycle, from growing the
trees to harvesting, piling to processing in the aroma-filled factory.

TOUR CODE: PR1636

S R I LAN K A www.diethelmtravel.com

S R I LAN K A C AN AL C R U IS ING
One of the main tourist attractions of Negombo, also known as Sri Lanka’s Little
Rome, is the canal that flows across the busy coastal town, which was constructed
during the Dutch colonial era to transport spices into ships docked out at the sea.
During the Dutch era it was one of the most important spots of the country’s
transportation route but today the canal that runs for over 60 miles is used by the
local fishermen to get out into the sea. On this canal boat ride, cruise past the homes
of the fishing families living on the edge of the canal. See villagers going about their
routine, getting their fishing nets ready for the next sail, while the playing children
wave at the passing boats. Many water birds such as egrets, herons, kingfishers
and cormorants can be spotted along the canal as well as in the wetlands of
Muthurajawela, which are located on the southern part of the Negombo lagoon.
Once entering the fishing port in Negombo, you will be impressed by the number
of boats getting ready for another fishing trip out to sea.

WH E R E T O ?
Negombo

WH Y ?
As the tour name suggests, this experience offers a first-hand look at an alternative
way of life in Sri Lanka. The highlight of this trip is getting an intimate look at local life
in a fishing village to learn more about how important fishing is to their existence
and experience the diverse nature surrounding the canals and lagoon.
TOUR CODE: PR1634

S R I LAN K A www.diethelmtravel.com

THAILAND
EXPERIENCES
2019

B O U T I Q U E I S L AN D H O PPING
Stopping at secluded hideaways, this 10-day island hopping package is perfect for
discerning guests who want to stay in some of Thailand’s most stylish boutique
resorts in lesser-visited locations of the Andaman Sea. While offering enticing
luxuries, all the hand-picked accommodation also have sustainability at their core,
fitting seamlessly into the natural environment.

WH E R E T O ?
Koh Yao Noi - Phi Phi Island - KOh Jum

WH Y ?
The itinerary is perfect for a traveller who wants the very opposite of bright
lights, 7-11’s and the hustle and bustle of some of Thailand’s more mainstream
destinations. All hotels have sustainability at their core and fit seamlessly into the
natural environment.

TOUR CODE: HKGRCLAM

T H AI LAN D www.diethelmtravel.com

B AC K S T R E E T B AN G K OK &
C AN AL E X P E R I E N C E S
Visit places in Bangkok rarely seen by tourists and enjoy riverside life at its best. We’ll
first tour through small alleys into Samphanthawong district, a densely populated
section of Chinatown. Here, you’ll be able to admire historic buildings like the Holy
Rosary Church. We’ll then head to Hon Wong Kung, a Chinese Shrine built on the
riverbank. We’ll board a boat and enjoy the sights along the river during the 1-hour
trip to Nonthaburi province where you’ll explore the local market with its array of
fresh produce, seafood, goods and prepared food. We’ll then enjoy a delicious Thai
lunch at a riverside restaurant before boarding a charter boat to discover the rural
canal life that has remained unchanged for centuries with wooden houses on stilts,
fruit orchards and glittering temples.

WH E R E T O ?
Bangkok

WH Y ?
Bangkok’s Chao Phraya River and meandering canals are the lifeblood of the city
and still show traces of the capital’s historic origins. On this programme, travellers
experience the local lifestyle beyond the tourist hotspots while also seeing places
that attract more local visitors.

TOUR CODE: EXBFBBWB

T H AI LAN D www.diethelmtravel.com

H AL F D AY B I K I N G IN
B AN G K R AC H AO
Also known as “the lungs of Bangkok” due to the unusual shape the forest takes
when seen from above, Bang Krachao is natural green oasis right in Thailand’s
capital city. Originally a settlement for ethnic Burmese Mons, Bang Krachao is now
made up of orchards and gardens, with only about 40,000 residents. A strict local
planning code which prohibits building high rises and factories has kept the area in
a pristine natural state….and perfect for exploring!

WH E R E T O ?
Bangkok

WH Y ?
See a hidden gem of metropolitan Bangkok not often visited by travellers plus
enjoy a soft adventure amidst beautiful green scenery only a hop and a skip away
from the heart of the city.

TOUR CODE: EXBHBKCC

T H AI LAN D www.diethelmtravel.com
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H AN O I H I D D E N G E MS
The countryside of Hanoi has long been known as the “Land of Hundreds of Crafts”.
Among these hundreds of craft villages, there are many hidden gems that you can
find if you know where to look.
On this journey, visit the family shrine still worshipping the high ranking court
mandarin. Then, spend time at the family galleries of some of the famous painters
and admire their work. The final visit is to a family producing rice noodles in the
traditional way. Afterwards, travel a short distance to explore an ancient village.
Lunch is taken in a traditional house. Finally, on the way back to the city, stop and
marvel at two splendid and ornate pagodas. At the first discover the large collection
of Buddhist statues made of clay and at the second, the fine collection of wooden
Buddhist statues listed as national treasure.

WH E R E T O ?
Hanoi

WH Y ?
Spend a unique day exploring rural Vietnam with its endless natural, cultural and
historic gems. This exclusive Diethelm Travel day excursion is a unique way to
discover the best preserved ancient villages in the Northern Delta and to see a
large collection of wooden statues at an ancient pagoda that are listed as national
heritage.

TOUR CODE: EXHHHGEB

V I E T N AM
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M Y T H S , M O U N T AI N S A ND
M O D E R N - D AY “ B A V I”
A day trip designed to delve deeper into local life in the mystic land of Ba Vi,
home to the fabled Tan Vien Mountain Genie. One of the most powerful figures
in Vietnamese mythology, the genie makes his home on the auspicious Tan Vien
Mountain and is still revered throughout the country. Around the legendary region,
one can discover the landscapes, culture, cuisine and handicrafts that serve as a
foundation for modern-day Vietnam.
Spend the day travelling through the hills, trying your hand at tea harvesting,
discovering the abundance of seasonal produce, strolling through picturesque
villages and cycling through the peaceful countryside next to the Da River. To end
the experience on a magical note, enjoy a leisurely boat trip downstream taking in
views of the Ba Vi mountain range and relishing the cool river breeze while watching
the sunset.

WH E R E T O ?
Hanoi

WH Y ?
To experience the true essence of Vietnam, one must journey out into the rural
countryside and remote mountains. On this exclusive Diethelm Travel day journey,
travellers can conveniently escape the city of Hanoi on a specially designed day trip
that takes them to the heart of Vietnam’s traditional culture, lifestyle and beauty.
This Go Local tour also allows local communities off-the-beaten track to share
and celebrate their unique lifestyle s with travellers while creating a new source of
community income and pride.
TOUR CODE: EXHHRFEB

V I E T N AM

www.diethelmtravel.com

U N I Q U E R U R AL LI F E
B E Y O N D H O I AN
Journey by bike and boat to discover a green farming collective run by young locals.
Upon arrival at Go Noi, meet with Phap who is part of the collective, visit his house
then start cycling through the village and the scenic rice fields.
After your time at the organic plantation, continue cycling to a small pier at the
Thu Bon River and board a local boat. After the 10-minute boat crossing, you will
arrive at a pumpkin and watermelon farm belonging to the collective. These plants
are grown in sand at the edge of the river. Depending on the season, harvest a
pumpkin or watermelon to eat later and return by boat to the pier. During the ride
back to Phap’s house, visit a wood carving workshop to gain a better appreciation
of this beautiful handicraft. To end the experience, enjoy a delicious lunch with
Phap’s family in their home.

WH E R E T O ?
Hoi An

WH Y ?
This exclusive Diethelm Travel excursion is a brilliant way to discover the countryside
of central Vietnam, far from any tourist areas. The tour provides clients with both
social and cultural insights into the Vietnamese rural way of life complete with
hands-on activities and getting to know a local family.

TOUR CODE: EXHHET1B

V I E T N AM

www.diethelmtravel.com

4- D AY E X C LU S I V E C E N TR AL
H I G H L AN D C O FFE E T OUR
Calling all coffee lovers – travel away from the usual tourist sites and discover the
true beauty of Dak Lak and the region’s hilltribes. The central highland province
boasts Vietnam’s largest coffee-growing area. In fact, the provincial capital city
of Buon Me Thuot has won the nickname “Coffee Capital”, as the cash crop has
become one of the driving forces of Vietnam’s economy.

WH E R E T O ?
Dak Lak

WH Y ?
Step away from the tourist trail and into the heart of the Central Highlands with an
adventure through the “Coffee Capital” of Vietnam. Visit the best coffee plantations
and hike to a stunning waterfall. Explore local farms and the beautiful villages of
the M’nong ethnic minority people. This 4-day tour is designed especially for coffee
lovers, who wish to discover the roots of Vietnamese coffee culture.

TOUR CODE: PKBMCF4B

V I E T N AM

www.diethelmtravel.com

L E AR N I N G C AL LI G R AP H Y I N S AIG ON
Learn how to create the graceful strokes of Chinese or Latin calligraphy while in
Ho Chi Minh City underthe expert eye of Dr. Le Lan. Though possessing degrees
in machinery design and architecture from prestigious German universities, Dr. Le
Lan found great passion in Chinese painting and calligraphy and attended a 2-year
calligraphy course at Shanghai Fine Art Academy during the 1970s. He joined the
Calligraphy Club of District One in the early 2000s, where he had a chance to show
his talent and passion for calligraphy and has been actively contributing to the
club’s development ever since. Following his passion, he has dedicated a large part
of his house to a collection of paintings, calligraphy and art accessories and now
shares his experience and skills with interested visitors.

WH E R E T O ?
Ho Chi Minh City

WH Y ?
Learn more about the history of Vietnamese calligraphy from a highly skilled artist
and calligrapher, and gain more insights into the history of Vietnam’s language and
culture.

TOUR CODE: EXSHCALB

V I E T N AM
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C O NNE C T
Feel free to contact us anytime!
SALES TEAM
sales@diethelmtravel.com
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