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foreword

From flying high over Malaysia in a helicopter to 
learning how feng shui affects construction in 
Singapore, driving a tuk tuk in Thailand to staying in a 
posh tented camp in Cambodia, the wealth of travel 
experiences Asia has to offer is astounding. 
 Even with more than six decades operating in the 
region and on-the-ground teams in 13 countries across 
the continent, here at Diethelm Travel we’re still always 
discovering something new – or creating a new way to 
explore old favourites – and sharing our finds with you. 
 It’s been a transformative year for us as we’ve 
worked to raise the bar for Asia travel options 
by emphasising product innovation and tour 
customisation along with implementing a range of new 
offerings and services to better support our travel 
partners.
 In this issue, we take a close look at some of 
our most high-end and popular mid-range travel 
experiences. We also highlight some of our newest, 
most unique product offerings – many of which are 
available exclusively only through Diethelm Travel. 
And, as always, insider travel and culture tips can be 
found throughout the magazine to help you better 
understand the draws of each destination and share 
them with your own clients. 

Happy travels,

Stephan Roemer
CEO of Diethelm Travel Group

Will you be at any of these upcoming tradeshows? 
We will and would love to see you. Come and meet us!

5 - 7 June 19 Pattaya  4 - 6 November 19 London 2 - 5 December 19 Cannes

linkedin.com/company/diethelm-travel-group

instagram.com/diethelm.travel

facebook.com/diethelmtravel

twitter.com/diethelmtravelG

get social
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ready to join us for a new 
age of adventure? 

PIERRE 
LEDUC 
COUNTRY MANAGER , DIETHELM TRAVEL MYANMAR 

Diethelm Travel wouldn’t be what it is today without its loyal team. Pierre Leduc, Country Manager of 
Myanmar, for instance, has spent the past seven years at Diethelm Travel Myanmar but his history with 
the company goes back even further, working for our Paris partner from 1986-1993. He’s seen firsthand 
how the company has grown and changed throughout the years…and what it means for the future. 
 In a world of hyper-connectivity, information and communication, Diethelm Travel’s goal is not merely to 
offer the best advice and price when it comes to travel, but the greatest value and service when it comes 
to understanding travellers, deeply knowing our destinations and paying attention to even the finest details. 

but let’s go back to the beginning...   

In April 1957, Swissair appointed Diethelm Travel 
Office as its travel agent in Thailand. Thanks to the 
advances in air travel, more foreigners, particularly 
Europeans, were beginning to discover Thailand’s 

beauty and charm and the Bangkok-based tour 
operator grew steadily thanks to solid local business 
ties. The 1990s saw great expansion as the company 
took what it had learned in Thailand and opened up 
services in Laos, Cambodia, Myanmar, Malaysia, China 
and Vietnam. With this strong foundation and growing 
global network of travel partners, services and agents, 
the company continued to break into new countries 
and markets, including Bhutan, the Maldives, 
Singapore, Hong Kong, Sri Lanka and the Philippines.  
 Today, Diethelm Travel offers thousands of 
experiences in 13 Asian countries and employs 
500 people throughout the continent. In recent 
years, instead of expanding further, we’ve focused 
on enriching the experiences we offer – from 
emphasising socially and environmentally responsible 
products, to implementing a three-tiered travel 
option that allow travellers to further customise their 
journey. Our dedicated team maintains close contact 

with clients and travellers to create the most tailored, 
flawless experiences possible – all with a local twist. 
 Each year, our team members travel to the places 
they promote and experience them the way guests do. 
Additionally, both our permanent and freelance guides 
complete a yearly training better positioning them to 
not only lead travellers but share special moments of 
local life guests couldn’t get on their own. In the case 
of Myanmar, this means knowing which family homes 
guests can visit in a rural village to where to find the 
best mohinga, the country’s staple breakfast dish, in 
Yangon or Mandalay.
 Our history, combined with this type of local 
knowledge, has now led us into a new era of innovative 
services, experiences and products. From tours 
offered exclusively through Diethelm Travel, often 
incorporating highly localised experiences, such as 
visiting a village farming cooperative or participating 
in a traditional festival, to never-before-available 
adventures, such as scuba diving in Myanmar’s Mergui 
Archipelago, these inventive offerings are providing a 
new way to discover Asia. 

innovation through the ages
EXCLUSIVE NEW PRODUCTS ARE ON THE HORIZON
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From a Harley Davidson ride through the capital 
to private helicopter transfers, and even sunset 
viewing from a yacht – this is a side of Malaysia 
only a lucky few can experience. Enjoy stays 

at 5-star hotels and villas on each leg of the trip and 
toast your travels at some of the country’s top dining 
venues. This itinerary allows plenty of time to unwind, 
while enriching the experience with insights into 
Malaysia’s unique culture and beauty.

Begin the journey in Kuala Lumpur where, after a day 
of rest, Groovy Kuala Lumpur’s experienced riders will 
take you zipping through the city on a head-turning 
Harley Davidson past such sites as the Petronas 
Towers, the King’s Palace, the National Mosque, a 
Tudor-styled cricket club and Thien Hou Temple for a 
stunning view of the city.
 At sunset, the bikers will drop you off in the 
famous Changkat Bukit Bintang, where you will find a 
variety of culinary options for dinner and swanky bars 
to entertain you into the night. From there, a private 
transfer will chauffeur you back to the hotel or stop for 
a final nightcap at SkyBar on the top of Traders Hotel 
overlooking the city lights.
 The next day, a helicopter transfer will sweep 
you off to Ipoh where you will be met by a bottle 
of sparkling wine and canapés in your private villa, 
followed by a candlelight dinner at Pomelo. The 
next day, relax at the hotel and enjoy a 60-minute 
aromatherapy massage before indulging in a romantic 
meal at Jeff’s Cellar. On day five, take a helicopter to 
your estate in Pangkor Laut Resorts for two nights of 
relaxation before flying to the final leg of your journey 
in Langkawi. Leave your beach villa at The Datai to 
cruise past limestone caves, dense mangrove forests 
and abundant bird life, from the comfort of a private 
speedboat.
 Wrap up this memorable escape with a 
spectacular view of some of Langkawi’s 99 islands on 
a sunset yacht cruise. A sumptuous barbecue feast 
and flowing cocktails will satisfy you into the evening 
and leave lasting memories of this 5-star adventure. 
 Learn more by contacting the Diethelm Travel 
Malaysia team at inbound@my.diethelmtravel.com.

Luxury travel has evolved to encompass not only high-end hotels and white-gloved 
service but a rich range of elevated travel experiences – from rustic extravagance to 
highly personalised private tours. 

Whatever your preferred travel style, whether it’s being pampered head to toe or 
exploring some of the world’s most remote destinations in style, all can agree that the 
core of a luxury holiday is folded into the finer details of the journey. 

Read on for an inside look at some of Diethelm Travel’s most luxurious experiences 
available. 

“Luxury is attention to detail, originality, exclusivity 
and above all quality.” – Angelo Bonati

LUXURY TRAVEL

flying high in 
Malaysia 
TAKE IN THE DIVERSITY OF MALAYSIA BY 
LAND, SEA AND SKY
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Dive head first into the culture and history of 
Cambodia on this exclusive and diverse 17-
day journey through the fascinating country. 
Modern artisans, mysterious ancient ruins, 

expansive nature reserves and more are all on the 
itinerary culminating in multi-day stays at the new 
Shinta Mani Wild and remote Koh Krabey.

Meet artists and craftspeople throughout the 
journey and see how local painters, silversmiths and 
potters go about their work to preserve the culture of 
Cambodia. Step into the magical ‘Silver Pagoda’, where 
the floor shimmers from 5,000 silver tiles. Find out 
what it’s like to live on a floating village and bird-watch 
in the 22,000-hectare Prek Toal Core Bird Reserve, 
one of the last Southeast Asian refuges for large water 
birds.
 Naturally, one can’t visit Cambodia without paying 
respects to Angkor Wat and its surrounding temples 
and ruins. Thousands of years old, Angkor Wat is the 
largest religious monument in the world and Angkor, 
the temple complex, was named UNESCO World 
Heritage site in 1992. Preserved in time while being 
devoured by the jungle, these ruins are awash in an 
air of mystery and spirituality and still revered by the 
people today. 
 While the Angkor ruins speak to Cambodia’s 
illustrious past, its present and future are just as 
enticing, particularly with new luxury experiences and 
destinations opening up. From flying by helicopter to 
the former Khmer capital of Koh Ker and zipping past 
12th century temples in a vintage sidecar motorbike, 
to venturing to the remote Shinta Mani Wild tented 
camp in the Cardamom Mountains and taking a 
speedboat to the gorgeous Six Senses Koh Krabey, 
this 17-day expedition marries adventure and luxury 
like no other. 

cultural 
indulgence in 
Cambodia
EXPLORE THE KHMER KINGDOM’S RICH 
PAST AND PROMISING PRESENT

day 1: Phnom Penh Arrival Leisure
day 2:  Phnom Penh Wat Phnom, National 
Museum, Royal Palace & Silver Pagoda, art gallery 
visit & more
day 3: Koh Chen – Kampong Chhnang 
Silversmith village, port of pottery
day 4: Chhnok Tru – Moat Khla Communities of 
the lake exploration, floating village visit , Buddhist 
blessing ceremony
day 5: Prek Toal – Siem Reap Prek Toal Core 
Bird Reserve
day 6: Siem Reap Full-day temple visit in Jeep, 
Champagne cocktail in an art gallery
day 7: Siem Reap Helicopter tour to visit remote 
Koh Ker and Preah Vihear, Sacred Dancers of 
Angkor performance
day 8: Siem Reap Jewel Temples of Jayavarman 
VII by motorbike sidecars, kayak experience in a 
quiet floating village, sunset cruise with cocktails
day 9: Siem Reap Exclusive private tour of 
Artisans d’Angkor Hidden Workshops, romantic 
sunset dinner over rice fields
day 10: Siem Reap – Cardamom Flight to 
Sihanoukville, orientation at Shinta Mani Wild
day 11: Cardamom Day at leisure to enjoy the 
activities offered by Shinta Mani Wild
day 12: Cardamom Day at leisure to enjoy the 
activities offered by Shinta Mani Wild
day 13: Cardamom – Koh Krabey Transfer to 
the island and day at leisure
day 14: Koh Krabey Leisure
day 15: Koh Krabey Leisure
day 16: Koh Krabey Leisure
day 17: Koh Krabey – Kep – Phnom Penh 
Airport Discovery tour of Kep

17-day itinerary at a glance

go wild
One of the most anticipated new 
properties in Asia, Shinta Mani Wild is 
unlike any other luxury tented camp 
experience you’ve seen before. Blending 
world class design from celebrated 
designer Bill Bensley, impeccable 
hospitality and progressive conservation 
efforts, Shinta Mani Wild welcomes 
discerning travellers for an adventure of a 
lifetime that also helps create sustainable 
employment opportunities for the local 
people.
 Perched along 1.5 kilometres of river 
and waterfalls in the southern Cardamom 
Mountains, guests zip-line into the 
property to find 15 100-square-metre 
luxury tents. Trekking in the hills with 
experienced guides, gliding down the 
river in customised safari boats, unlimited 
spa treatments and toasting Champagne 
chilled in ice baths are just a few of the 
luxe adventure activities available. 
 For more information, please contact 
dt_cambodia@kh.diethelmtravel.com.
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While sustainability and luxury are rarely 
synonymous, the elegant, eco-friendly 
escapism provided by Wa Ale Island 
Resort on Lampi island in the Myeik 

Archipelago seems to challenge that idea. Boasting 
two Luxury Treetop Villas and eleven Luxury Tented 
Beach Villas beautifully designed and constructed 
using locally reclaimed materials to leave minimal 
environmental impact, this incredibly green retreat 
(where all the tap water is filtered and drinkable) offers 
no shortage of luxury. Designed with sustainability 
in mind, the resort does not have air-conditioning or 
a swimming pool, instead letting the villa’s natural 
ventilation and the surrounding waters accent one’s 
stay. While WiFi is available, there is no mobile service 
allowing guests to further unplug. Dive into nature 
and explore several habitats on the island, or simply 
lie on your airy veranda and finally finish that book.

From the Kawthaung Jetty, travel by luxury yacht to 
the paradisiacal island. Wa Ale’s rocky shore is broken 
up by white sand beaches and mangrove forests. 
Spend a day snorkelling the archipelago’s abundant 
reefs and caves, kayaking or paddle-boarding 
through mangrove forests, or trekking jungle trails 
to experience the island’s untouched rainforest 
and indigenous wildlife. Or perhaps for something a 
little more leisurely, drinks by a flowing river at the 
enchanting River Café.
 Other days can be filled with visiting Moken 
villages and meeting members of the local fishing 
community, or observing the work being done at the 
Turtle Sanctuary and Island Conservation Centre, 
where you could be fortunate enough to see hatching 
baby sea turtles. The choice is yours.
 For more information or to book your escape, 
contact us at leisure@mm.diethelmtravel.com.

sustainable 
luxury in 
southern 
Myanmar
WA ALE ISLAND RESORT OPENS UP 
A WHOLE NEW WORLD OF ECO-CHIC 
LUXURY In the days of no-frills budget airlines, elegant train 

travel seems regulated to the past. However, those 
in the know can still experience travel’s golden age, 
even if only for a few hours, aboard the opulent 

Eastern & Oriental Express. A brand new three-day 
excursion available only this November from Diethelm 
Travel invites travellers to step back in time and 
explore the beauty and history surrounding Thailand’s 
picturesque Kanchanaburi province. 

Beginning the trip in Bangkok on a local open-air 
train, steam through the Maeklong Railway market 
where vendors sell their wares along the railway lines. 
Stalls and goods are magically spirited away ahead of 
an oncoming train and then moved back again in its 
wake. The first stop in Kanchanaburi province is Wat 
Tham Sua and Wat Tham Khao Noi to enjoy panoramic 
views of the bright green rice fields and the Mae Klong 
River below. From there it’s on to checking into your 
own floating bungalow on the scenic River Kwai.
 The following day, explore more of the region’s 
storied history by walking the 500-metre-long and 
26-metre-deep trench of Hellfire Pass, which was dug 

full steam ahead to 
Kanchanaburi
CLIMB ABOARD THE EASTERN & ORIENTAL EXPRESS FOR AN EXCLUSIVE DIETHELM TRIP 
THIS NOVEMBER 

Exclusive experience: 1 – 3 November 2019 
While usually only possible to travel on this iconic 
luxury train between Bangkok and Singapore or 
Kuala Lumpur, this one-time departure is offered 
exclusively by Diethelm Travel for those wishing 
to experience the splendour of train travel on a 
shortened schedule.
To book this exclusive Kanchanaburi journey, 
contact commercial@th.diethelmtravel.com.

all aboard the Eastern & 
Oriental Express

out by prisoners of war in World War II to lay tracks for 
the infamous “Death Railway”. The nearby museum 
and monument is dedicated to the Australian and 
Allied soldiers who suffered and died while working 
on the railway and is a sobering reminder of what 
happened here. Walk across the iconic “Bridge over 
the River Kwai” and pay respects to the soldiers 
buried at Chong Kai War Cemetery and Donrak War 
Cemetery. 
 The last leg of the journey is what you’ve been 
waiting for. Aboard the Eastern & Oriental Express, 
riding the train from Kanchanaburi to Bangkok will 
captivate your imagination, bringing you back to a 
time when travel and opulence went hand in hand. 
The luxurious dining car will welcome Diethelm Travel 
guests amongst sparkling crystal and silverware 
for a sumptuous 4-course lunch accompanied by 
house wine or your drink of choice. After lunch, raise 
a toast to the history of the region from the bar car, 
reminiscent of old jazz clubs, or leisurely watch the 
countryside pass by while lounging on a colonial-
style veranda in the train’s open-decked observation 
carriage.
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new & 
noteworthy
specially-designed 
experiences 
unlock Asia’s best 
destinations Though Asia’s roots go back 

for millennia, there’s always 

something new to discover 

across the continent – whether 

it’s an innovative way to zip 

across a city or a formerly 

remote region opening up to 

visitors. 

Capture the magic of Vietnam’s most scenic 
landscapes on this rural escape, including marvelling 
at the famous terraced rice fields in Hoang Su Phi 
District and the rocky UNESCO World Geopark of 
Dong Van.

Why book: 
A photographer’s dream, this tour is designed to 
offer chances to take the best shots of the terraced 
rice fields during the golden harvest (late half of 
September and early week of October).

Tour highlights: 
• Capture the beautiful terraced rice fields of Hoang 
Su Phi District
• See the rocky plateau of Dong Van UNESCO World 
Geopark
• Visit the scenic Ban Gioc waterfall
• See Nguom Ngao cave and the beautiful Bac Son 
Valley

Customise the experience: 
• Combine this tour with a land transfer to the hill 
town of Sapa, one of northern Vietnam’s premier 
trekking base’s, from where hikers launch themselves 
into a surrounding countryside of cascading rice 
terraces and tiny hilltribe villages.
• You can extend your stay in Hanoi with tours to 
other handicraft villages, a tour to experience more 
of the local way of life or to see a special show. All 
provide a way to gain a deeper insight into the Red 
River Culture.
• Extend the tour further south with a stop in Hue 
or Hoi An to see Central Vietnam’s cultural heritage 
or stop in Nha Trang beach city which boasts a long 
pristine beach and a number of islands.

capture 
the sights 
of Vietnam 
experience
HOANG SU PHI, VIETNAM
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Discover the history and heritage of Laos through the 
medium of pottery. Visit a traditional village to learn 
about this ancient art, try your hand at this artisanal 
craft and savour an authentic meal with your new 
friends. 

Why book: 
Be treated like friends and family on this laidback 
non-touristic experience. You’ll also be supporting the 
preservation of this traditional way of life.

Tour highlights:  
• Visit a traditional Lao village
• Learn about and try your hand at making pottery
• Enjoy a delicious and authentic Lao meal

Customise the experience: 
• Choose from a morning, afternoon, or full day 
tour to fit your schedule

Explore Mandalay off the beaten track as you discover 
the hidden rural villages along the Dohtawaddy River 
on this scenic private boat trip.

Why book: 
This exclusive experience is a perfect opportunity 
to observe local life and get better insight into these 
communities.

Tour highlights:
• Explore a massive wholesale flower market near 
Latkaung village
• Go on boat tours to visit riverside villages
• Stop at Yadanar Bamboo and Sandalwood Farm
• Witness the daily spirit dance ceremony at 
Nagayone Pagoda 
• Visit the old city of Makhaya to discover its historic 
and cultural heritage 

Customise the experience: 
• Combine this experience with a Mandalay city tour
• Participate in the nat dancing ceremony with 
locals

Journey to the western tip of Borneo and experience 
the delights of far-flung Lundu. While visiting remote 
villages, soak up all the cultural and natural wonders 
of the region.

Why book: 
This escape is perfect for those who prefer the road 
less travelled. Experience nature, country life and the 
authentic side of Sarawak.

Tour highlights:  
• See the geological wonder of the Fairy Cave
• Cycle along coastal villages
• Try your hand at seashell weaving
• Tour villages and farmsteads

Customise the experience: 
• Add a pre-trip extension from Kuching
• Continue on to see Lundu district 
• Combine with a morning visit to Gunung Gading 
National Park
• Extend for a one night stay at Tanjung Dato 
National Park (to avoid rough sea, this is available only 
from 1 March – 31 October)

Dohtawaddy 
River 
wanderings
MANDALAY, MYANMAR

discover 
unseen upper 
Sarawak
SARAWAK, MALAYSIA

part of the 
family, a 
traditional 
pottery 
experience
LUANG PRABANG, LAOS

We felt safe and comfortable while 
driving with Anh and Min; they had 
so many interesting things to tell us 
and their English could not be faulted. 
Anh was trustworthy and incredibly 
responsive. Thank you Diethelm Travel 
for being very effective in organising 
our tour. We shall definitely return one 
day! 

Madeline Spielman
Croydon, United Kingdom

Coming from the tourism business 
myself, I really returned from Asia 
with a very strong impression of how 
you make things work very well there. 
Congratulations!

Arthur Georgeson
Athens, Greece
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See Singapore from a perspective you’re unlikely to 
have encountered before, riding low in a motorcycle 
sidecar! Whiz past local landmarks, go down quaint 
alleyways and enjoy personal encounters with locals.

Why book: 
The vantage point of a sidecar invites you to take a 
different look at a city, and you’ll experience Singapore 
like you never have before – whether this is your first 
or fifteenth visit!

Tour highlights: 
• Try the world’s first vintage Vespa sidecar tour 
service

• See Singapore’s Civic District illuminated at night
• Explore the historic neighbourhood of Kampong 
Glam
• Enjoy scenic stops and many photo opportunities

Customise the experience: 
• Zipping through the city on a vintage Vespa allows 
visitors to experience a different side to Singapore 
while intimately taking in the city’s sights, sounds and 
scents. The expert driver guide will share personal 
stories while zipping down alleyways to present 
plenty of opportunities for photos and face-to-face 
encounters with the local community.

Go beyond the temple ruins at the ancient city of 
Sukhothai to become fully immersed in the history 
of Thailand. Here in the cradle of the nation, one can 
walk ancient paths, experience life like a local and get 
closer to the heart of Siam.  

Why book: 
Sukhothai provides a window into Thailand’s past. A 
must-visit for lovers of history and culture, Sukhothai’s 
glorious ruins and the peaceful, serene atmosphere 
are appreciated by all.

Tour highlights: 
• Explore the UNESCO World Heritage temples and 
ruins of Siam’s first capital
• Participate in a unique farming lesson at an 

organic agricultural project
• Uplift your spirits by participating in an early 
morning alms giving ritual
• Take home a DIY spiritual souvenir from Sukhothai
• Roll up your sleeves and cook your own lunch at 
Baan Suan Suda

Customise the experience: 
• Book a pre-stay module in Bangkok to experience 
the atmosphere of the vibrant capital
• Celebrate Loi Krathong in Sukhothai (full moon in 
November)
• Book a post-stay module in Chiang Mai to explore 
the “Rose of the North”
• Extend and spend a few days relaxing on one of 
Thailand’s gorgeous beaches

Singapore 
sidecar 
adventure
SINGAPORE

“dawn of 
happiness” 
Sukhothai 
history trail
SUKHOTHAI, THAILAND
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where to hike in 
Hong Kong

Sunset Peak   

Mui Wo to Pui O   

Ping Shan Heritage Trail

Nam Sang Wai Wetlands 

Plover Cove Country Park 

Wan Chai Green Trail  

Po Toi Island 

Cheung Chau Island

Lamma Island

Dragon’s Back Trail

Ap Lei Chau to Ap Lei Pai   
Violet Hill and Twin Peaks   

Lantau Island

A seasoned travel professional with more 
than 30 years of hands-on industry 
experience, and Diethelm Travel Hong 
Kong’s former Managing Director, Richard 

Willis is currently a business development consultant 
for Diethelm Travel and, naturally, an expert on all 
things in Hong Kong! Here he shares where to get 
out of the city and into Hong Kong’s incredibly varied 
nature settings, from the historical outlying island of 
Cheung Chau to Lantau Island dotted with heritage 
and culture. 

When thinking of Hong Kong, most of us picture Asia’s 
World City, a densely-packed and vibrant metropolis 
with its iconic, busy harbour and towering skylines. 
Move beyond the hustle and bustle, however, you’ll 
find another, more natural, world waiting to be 
explored.  

More than 75% of 1,104-square-kilometre Hong 
Kong is, in fact, green with sandy beaches and rocky 
foreshores, woodlands and mountain ranges covered 
by open grassland and a variety of scenic vistas. Apart 
from the three main territories – Hong Kong Island, 
Kowloon Peninsula and the New Territories – there are 
also 260 other islands to explore.

With this in mind, it’s easy to get out of the city and 
stretch your legs on scenic hikes, cultural walks and 
cycling trips while discovering a different side of Hong 
Kong.

Hike the Dragon’s Back
Hailed by TIME Magazine as Asia’s best urban hike, 
Dragon’s Back is a ridge in southeastern Hong Kong 
Island within the Shek O Country Park. From the city 
centre, the hike takes four hours to complete and can 
be customised thanks to extra stops and experiences 
available through Diethelm Travel to make the urban 

escape even more memorable.
The guided experience starts on the popular 

Hong Kong tram, which rattles along what was once 
the waterfront of Hong Kong Island. While wandering 
through Shau Kei Wan wet market, travellers take 
in the atmosphere of the daily life of ordinary Hong 
Kong residents then, once up in the hills, enjoy 
spectacular views of southern Hong Kong Island and 
its picturesque shorelines.

Cycle Around Lantau Island
The largest of Hong Kong’s islands, Lantau Island 
lies at the mouth of the Pearl River. Its mountainous 
interior includes the 934-metre-high Lantau Peak 
and is known for spectacular sunrises. Often referred 
to as “the lungs of Hong Kong,” Lantau boasts an 
abundance of indigenous forest and relatively few 
high-rise residential developments.

Originally the site of fishing villages, the island 
is now home to major projects like the Hong Kong 
International Airport and Disneyland. There are also 
a number of cultural attractions on Lantau including 
the famous Big Buddha, Po Lin Monastery, Ngong Ping 
Cultural Village, the Wisdom Path which traces a series 
of 38 wooden monuments containing verses from 
the centuries-old Heart Sutra, and Tai O fisherman’s 
village where stilted shacks hover over the water.

To experience the best of Lantau Island, Diethelm 
Travel’s six-hour biking tour is the way to go, including 
stops at heritage and historical sites such as the Silver 
Mine Bay waterfall and cave, the Ming Dynasty Man 
Mo Temple and Chung Hau Old Mansion watchtower.

Leisurely Trek Lamma Island
Southwest of Hong Kong Island, Lamma is the area’s 
third largest island. It’s peaceful and tranquil with an 
abundance of natural scenery and automobiles are 

prohibited, meaning everybody gets around by foot 
or bicycle. Offering an alternative to hectic city life, the 
island is home to a significant expatriate community 
and is also a haven for artists and musicians.

A seven-hour guided hike between the two bays 
offers a great outdoor and cultural experience. During 
the hike, guests wander through near-abandoned 
villages and banana plantations, past beautiful old 
feng shui woods, following a lovely paved coastal path 
on the traffic-free island. Climbing a gentle hillside 
offers majestic views over the shipping lanes of the 
South China Sea, neighbouring islands Cheung Chau 
and Lantau and the unspoilt south, while walking 
past Lamma’s famous boulders and visiting the 
atmospheric 1826 Tin Hau temple, dedicated to the 
Sea Goddess, make an excellent backdrop for photos.

Traverse Historic Cheung Chau Island
Traditionally a fishing village, Cheung Chau is an 
island southwest of Hong Kong Island and has been 
inhabited for longer than most other locations in 
the territory. This outlying island dotted with unique 
history, culture and tradition offers the perfect 
opportunity to explore by foot. While its annual Bun 
Festival, typically held in May, is a big draw, Cheung 
Chau’s temples, seafood restaurants and beaches 
make it an interesting getaway all year round.

For a leisurely day away from the city, a private 
seven-hour guided excursion on foot allows visitors to 
see the island’s historical Pak Tai Temple and trek to 
Tung Wan Beach, a hotspot for swimmers, windsurfers 
and canoers, and also home to 3,000-year-old Bronze 
Age rock carvings. You can check out a 17th century 
Tin Hau Temple, which attracts local fisherfolk who 
come to worship the famous Goddess of the Sea 
and even visit the famous Cheung Po Tsai Cave – the 
hideout of a notorious local pirate!

Hong Kong’s great outdoors
WALKING, HIKING & CYCLING OUT OF THE CITY 
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19www.diethelmtravel.com 19www.diethelmtravel.com



where to dive in the Maldives

What you’ll see:
• thriving coral reefs

• wrecks
• manta rays

• octopi
• moray eels

• white-tip sharks

Kaafu Atoll 

Where to stay:
• Bandos Island Resort and Spa

• OBLU by Atmosphere at Helengeli
• Makunudhoo Island

• Paradise Island Resort and Spa
• Adaaran Club Rannalhi

• Anantara Veli Resort and Spa
• Anantara Dhigu  Resort and Spa

What you’ll see:
• manta rays

• whale sharks
• colourful reefs

Baa Atoll 

Where to stay:
• Anantara Kihavah Villas
• Kihaa Maldives Resort

• Royal Island Resort and Spa
• Soneva Fushi Resort

• Dhigufaru Island Resort
• Milaidhoo Island Resort

where to dive 
in Myanmar

What you’ll see:
• mobula rays

• anemone coral 
• moray eels

• gobies

Alifu
 Dhaalu Atoll 

Where to stay:
• Centara Grand Island Resort 

& Spa Maldives
• Conrad Maldives Rangali 

Island
• Lily Beach Resort

• LUX South Ari Atoll
• Sun Island Resort and Spa

What you’ll see:
• wrecks

• colourful coral
• manta rays

• guitar sharks

Lhaviyani Atoll 

Where to stay:
• Kanuhura

• Palm Beach Island
• Atmosphere Kanifushi

• Fushifaru Maldives

dreamy dive sites
• Burma Banks 
300-metre-deep underwater mountains 

• Black Rock
Abundant reef life and pelagic species 

• Western Rocky
One of the best spots for shark sightings

what you’ll see
• nurse sharks
• reef sharks
• barracuda
• devil rays
• whale sharks 
• manta rays

how to dive
• Liveaboard journeys leaving from Phuket, 
Khao Lak or Ranong

• Dive centre at Wa Ale Island Resort, a 
privately owned eco-tourism project in the 
Mergui Archipelago’s Lampi Marine National 
Park

• nudibranchs
• colourful shrimp
• ghost pipefish
• crabs
• lobsters
• frogfish 

where to go
• Myanmar’s southwest coast

• Mergui Archipelago

• More than 800 islands

• Home to Moken Sea Gypsies

hike the 
hills of 
Vietnam
Hong Kong’s not the only place to get 
moving in the great outdoors. For the 
cultural traveller who dreams of journeying 
to destinations less explored, Vietnam is 
awash with opportunity. 
 A scenic four-day hike through the 
picturesque rice terraces of Mu Cang Chai, 
or the “Kingdom of Terrace Fields,” outside 
of Hanoi offers a glimpse into both the 
natural and cultural history of the region. 
 The local ethnic minority people have 
practised terracing for centuries, and 
the terraced fields have been listed as 
a National Heritage. Along with striking 
scenes of brilliant gold and green hues, on 
the journey through the hills, trekkers also 
meet the Hmong people who are stewards 
of this magnificent landscape.
 
Note: The best time to visit the stunning 
terraces are during rice harvest season 
in late September and early October or 
in May and June when farmers water the 
fields preparing for new crops.

Find out more information at 
sales@vn.diethelmtravel.com.

HIKING

Vietnam
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Think about travelling to Thailand and many 
immediately imagine the perfect turquoise 
waters of its southern beaches or the 
magnetic chaos of Bangkok. Head north, 

however, and you will discover a whole other side 
of the Land of Smiles where some truly unique 
adventures await.

1. Release lanterns at the Yi Peng Festival
Each 12th full moon of the lunar calendar, Thais all 
around the country celebrate Loi Krathong, a festival 
to honour the Mother River. In the north, however, 
local celebrations also include the festival of Yi Peng 
during which thousands and thousands of floating 
lanterns are released into the sky to gorgeous effect. 
This annual spectacle can only be experienced in 
October or November in the city of Chiang Mai.

2. Explore Chiang Mai’s creative side
Widely regarded as the cultural capital of Thailand, 
Chiang Mai is also officially designated as a UNESCO 
“Creative City.” With more than 60 art galleries and 
art spaces, a rich history of textile manufacturing, 
innumerable handicraft markets, funky street art and 
the top-notch MAIIAM museum of modern art, there’s 
something for every type of art lover to explore here.

3. Stay in a floating cabin surrounded by 
mountains
When you picture staying high in the scenic hills of 
northern Thailand, you probably don’t imagine you 
can also be floating above the water in a glamourous 
bungalow, but you can do just that at the floating 
cabins found in Sri Lanna National Park. Don’t just 
imagine waking up to breathtaking mountain views 
and only steps later plunging into a clear, cool lake, 
come and experience the magic for yourself!

4. Kayak through caves
More often associated with seaside adventures, 
cave kayaking is a unique experience offered at the 
northern Tham Lot caves. Adventurous kayakers 
can manoeuvre through thrilling rapids and past 
waterfalls while those looking for a soft adventure 
will enjoy sitting onboard bamboo rafts while being 
paddled down the scenic route, occasionally passing 
by orange-robed monks who also make the pilgrimage 
to this holy site.

5. Trek with masters of the jungle 
While northern Thailand is home to many different 
hilltribes, one group is known above many others 
for being masters of the jungle. If you enjoy trekking, 
be sure to choose a tour or homestay with a Karen 
hilltribe guide who can show you how to forage in the 
hills, heal with tropical herbs and plants, and lead you 
on hidden mountain trails few ever see.

6. Visit Thailand’s highest peak – Doi Inthanon
Travellers to Thailand often choose the country for 
its tropical heat, but a visit to Thailand’s tallest peak 
(and the southernmost stretch of the Himalayas) 
is worth the sweater weather. Hike in the hills, see 
stunning vistas of the surrounding country, explore a 
dozen different waterfalls, visit a botanical park and 
an astronomical observatory, or even see the cherry 
blossoms if you come at the right time of year.

7. Drive your own tuk tuk!
Ever see Thailand’s tuk tuks (kitschy three-wheeled 
motor vehicles) zipping around and thought that it 
would be great fun to drive one of them yourself? 
In the rural outskirts of Chiang Mai you can do just 
that on an exciting day tour that offers a chance to 
experience life beyond the city.

Explore picturesque mountains and 
hilltribe villages in the back of Thailand’s 
most iconic vehicle, the tuk tuk. This 
private day trip is the ultimate way to 
explore and experience the incredible 
mountains of Chiang Mai and get a flavour 
for how the Karen hilltribe people live.

• Head out of the city and be driven 
through the beautiful countryside in an 
open-air tuk tuk
• Explore remote northern Thai hilltribe 
villages and winding mountain roads
• Walk to a scenic viewpoint and 
see a majestic golden Buddha under 
construction
• Savour a picnic lunch in a stunning 
setting overlooking a beautiful remote 
valley

For more information and to book other 
tuk tuk driving experiences, please 
contact Diethelm Travel Thailand at 
commercial@th.diethelmtravel.com.

private tuk tuk and 
hilltribe experience

7 unique things to do in northern Thailand
GO BEYOND BANGKOK WITH BUCKET-LIST EXPERIENCES AND OFFBEAT ADVENTURES
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dusitD2 Yarkay Thimphu
Chorten Lam, Thimphu 11001, Bhutan

t +975 (02) 339988 f +975 (02) 335588 e infod2tb@dusit.com

How would you describe yourself?

I’m a local Chinese girl born in good old Kuching. I’ve lived and worked here for more than half a century!

What do you like most about this tour?

For me, I love seeing the spark of interest in a client’s eyes when they ask me questions. What I think makes them 
excited about the experience is hearing old tales and stories which are seldom told. 

What do you think guests like most from this tour?

For sure, all clients love seeing the Chinese Sinseh! As a traditional healer, he listens to their heartbeat and 
determines the state of their health – clients are always shocked and marvel at how he knows so much about their 
concerns and ailments.

Where else can guests explore go after the tour finishes?

Afterwards, my clients almost always wander down a nearby street to see more of old Kuching. I highly suggest 
trying the local cuisine in the area and going to coffee shops that are better to visit in small groups. The whole area 
around old Kuching is very pretty and you can spend all day just taking photos.

What else can they do to make this tour extra-special?

If you have time, I recommend you make friends with a local over a good cup of coffee and kolo mee noodles – 
you’ll gain their trust and hear more stories about life in Kuching!

At Diethelm Travel, creating an authentic experience with a personalised, 
local touch is paramount to all we do, sharing with guests the hidden side 
of the destinations they’ve chosen, which they may not have discovered on 
their own. To create these authentic tours and local experiences, we work 
closely with experts such as Mrs. Doris Leo Li Mei of Kuching in Sarawak, 
Malaysia. As a Kuching native, she has been a professional tour guide 
since 1977 and her local insights and in-depth experience give visitors a 
chance to explore traditional Chinese life in the city’s historic district.

The Chinese were charting trade routes 
to Sarawak as early as the 6th century 
and since the 1870s have been the 
second largest ethnic group in the region. 
The Discover Kuching’s Old Chinese 
Trades experience follows Mrs. Leo to 
discover the Chinese side of Sarawak and 
the rich heritage and trade traditions her 
community is known for. 

Guests can expect to:
• Begin with a walk to the Chinese 

History Museum located at the idyllic 
Kuching waterfront.

• Stroll along Ewe Hai Street with its 
traditional Chinese shop houses, many 
of which have been occupied by the 
same family practising their trade for 
generations. 

• Visit a Sinseh, or traditional Chinese 
medicine man, to learn about his 
ancient practice. If they wish, they 
can even have a personal medical 
consultation!

• Walk to Pak Tik to learn about the 
tinsmith trade. 

• Stroll through Chinatown and stop 
by a Hio Chek, a shop which trades 
in Chinese ceremonial items to learn 
about Chinese beliefs of the afterlife.

For more details on this trip and other 
Kuching experiences, please contact 
inbound@my.diethelmtravel.com.

now & then

UNCOVER KUCHING WITH MRS DORIS LEO LI MEI

following local footsteps in Kuching
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ISLAND ESCAPE

Day 1: Houay Xai - Luang Namtha

Our journey today began in Houay Xai where we 
headed out by car to Luang Namtha in northeastern 
Laos along the Tha River. Along the way, we stopped 
at several villages including those populated by Lao 

and Khmu hilltribe people. After the long drive, we 
reached The Boat Landing Hotel and checked in for 
the evening.

Day 2: Luang Namtha - Muang Sing

This morning we rose to start another drive to Muang 
Sing, a small town that’s actually very close to the 
Yunnan, China border. Though in the car, there was 
still much to see and we made several scenic and 
cultural stops along the way. Our first visit was to an 
Ikhor village where we met with talented weavers and 
woodcarvers before moving on to a Lanten village. 
Each stop offered another lesson in the history of 
these different migratory people and how they came 
to live in the hills of Laos. Upon arrival in Muang Sing, 
we checked into the charming Phou Iu II Bungalow 
Hotel before grabbing lunch in town and then being 
whisked off for even more cultural sightseeing.

Day 3: Muang Sing

Today was the day – we began our trek into the hills! 
After a yummy breakfast, we made a stop at the 
colourful local market before embarking on our full 
day excursion and soft trek into the surrounding 
hilltribe villages. We met with several hilltribes 
including the Yao whose women wear handsome high 
turbans and long indigo gowns bordered with bright 
pink wool boa collars. It was fun and fascinating, but 
I was certainly ready to fall into bed at the end of the 
night.  

Day 4: Muang Sing - Luang Namtha - Oudomxay

Today we headed back to Luang Namtha, visiting the 
weaving village of Ban Thongpoung and also Ban Nam 
Ngene to observe the rice wine distillation, along the 

lovely Laos
THE NORTHERN PART OF LAOS DAZZLES VISITORS WITH UNBRIDLED NATURE, CULTURE AND MORE 

NEW FRONTIER

Laos

Originally from Australia, 
Georgie Walsh first 
moved to Laos in 2009 
on a writing assignment 
and immediately fell in 
love with the country’s 
peaceful charm, 
beautiful people and 
unbridled wilderness. 

Before becoming the General Manager of 
Diethelm Travel Laos, she worked for a 
leading DMC as a product manager and also 
represented various hotels, restaurants and 
travel products in Luang Prabang. Georgie 
is passionate about Southeast Asia, 
especially Laos, and still enjoys exploring the 
country in her spare time. One of her go-to 
recommendations for travellers is experiencing 
the northern part of Laos. 
Walking through the forest-covered hills of Laos 
you can encounter Asian elephants, discover wild 
waterfalls and meet the many hilltribe people of the 
region. Gentle trekking during the Northern Laos 
Discovery Tour is the perfect way to take in the sights 
and splendours of this hilly wonderland while also 
including time spent in the UNESCO-listed Luang 
Prabang. 

way. After many twists and turns, we made it to our 
destination of Oudomxay where we checked into the 
Charming Lao Hotel (yes, that’s the name!). A quaint 
and charming town, the area surrounding Oudomxay 
is home to lush forests, waterfalls and scenic views. 
The trip is perfect for nature lovers – Laos does not 
disappoint when it comes to stunning scenery.

Day 5: Oudomxay - Pakbeng

From Oudomxay we were off to Pakbeng where we 
looked forward to a stay at the Sanctuary Pakbeng 
Lodge. Along the way, of course, more villages! This 
time it was the village of Tai Dam where we met more 
weavers and Ban Khmu village where we saw and 
sampled more rice wine. That evening we enjoyed the 
comfort of our surroundings and the amenities of the 
lodge perched on the side of the valley overlooking 
the magnificent Mekong. Every day has been filled 
with discoveries and memorable moments, but there 
was something about tonight that was extra special. 

Day 6: Pakbeng - Luang Prabang

Ditching the road for the river, this morning we 
boarded a traditional slow boat towards Luang 
Prabang stopping at the sacred Pak Ou Caves en 
route. Embedded into a limestone cliff, the caves are 
filled with thousands of small Buddha statues that 
both locals and pilgrims have left over the years. 
Magical. 
 Once in Luang Prabang, we checked into the 
Sanctuary Luang Prabang but quickly headed off on 
foot for sightseeing in this former royal capital. With 
its gleaming temple roofs, fading colonial architecture 
and stunning mountain backdrop, the city retains a 
unique charm rarely found in all of Asia. Even though 
I know Luang Prabang well, I can’t wait to see more 
tomorrow.

Day 7: Luang Prabang

Today’s itinerary called for temples, temples and more 
temples! We visited Wat Visoun, the oldest temple 
in Luang Prabang, then walked to nearby Wat Aham. 
We also visited the stunning Wat Xieng Thong before 
lunch and a visit to the King’s Palace, now the National 
Museum. Not quite done with temples, we made a 
stop at Wat Mai before climbing to Wat Phousi Hill for 
a stunning 360-degree view over the city. At the end 
of the day, we relaxed and enjoyed a Luang Prabang 
sunset at Wat Prabaht Tai, located along the Mekong 
River.

Day 8: Luang Prabang - Kuang Si Waterfall

Saving the best for last, today we journeyed to the 
drop-dead gorgeous Kuang Si Waterfalls where we 
languidly swam and picnicked. We next visited the 
“Bear Lao” Bear Sanctuary as well as the recently 
opened Butterfly Park. All in all, a day of many nature 
delights and a relaxing denouement.

Day 9: Luang Prabang - Departure

Alas, our journey came to a close, but before 
departing Luang Prabang we paid a visit to the 
Traditional Arts and Ethnology Centre, a small private 
museum about minority groups, ethnic cultures and 
traditional arts before transferring to the airport.
 While I’m fortunate enough to live in Laos, I was 
still a little sad that the trip was over – it reminded me 
why I love this country so much and allowed me to 
experience it again with fresh eyes. 
 For more details on the Northern Laos Discovery 
Tour and other Laos experiences, please contact 
info@la.diethelmtravel.com. 
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Sunshine, fresh air and salty breezes have long 
been prescribed as some of the best medicine 
nature has to offer. Combined with modern 
therapies and holistic expertise, the acclaimed 

Chiva-Som has been providing healing retreats by the 
seaside for nearly 25 years. 
 A pioneer of Thailand’s holistic health and spa 
community, founder Boonchu Rojanastien’s vision 
has always been to provide care that is adapted to the 
needs of clients, and his team is excited to announce 
that the next stage of the resort’s own growth and 
transformation is just on the horizon.
 The premier Hua Hin wellness destination will close 
its doors from 1 May – 31 October to complete the final 
stage of its comprehensive renovation, re-opening in 
November with completely revamped spa facilities and 
lifestyle amenities along with new innovative retreats to 
further soothe and restore body, mind and spirit.

A Reputation for Wellness
Founded in 1995, Chiva-Som is dedicated to serving 
the individual needs and goals of each client. From the 
beginning, the spa’s philosophy has been that wellness 
of mind, body, and spirit are of equal and utmost 
importance in achieving optimal health and wellbeing.
 Wellness modalities encompass physiotherapy, 
fitness, spa wellness, aesthetics, holistic practices and 
optimal nutrition. Working closely with clients, they set 
the foundation for health restoration and sustainable 
wellbeing. By deeply understanding clients’ needs, Chiva-
Som continually refines and adapt its offerings, specially-
designing programmes to address all levels of health 
– physical, mental, emotional and spiritual.
 Additionally, each signature Chiva-Som retreat 
includes a number of complimentary benefits guests can 
take advantage of during their stay to further encourage 
total mind-body wellness. Along with individual 
health and wellness consultation, guests can enjoy 

complimentary a physical analysis and skin consultation, 
and one treatment of choice per day such as a traditional 
Thai massage, Oriental Scalp Massage, Chiva-Som Skin 
Haven Body Polish and more. Three carefully prepared, 
nutritious meals are also included per day as well as 
unlimited use of the Water Therapy Suites (encompassing 
a steam room, sauna and Jacuzzi) and a range of fitness 
and leisure activities. 

Plan Now for November and into the New Year 
The time to book experiences for when the resort re-
opens is now as November through January sees not only 
the best weather of the year but also an influx of visitors 
around the holidays. 
 There’s no better way to ending 2019 on a positive 
note or begin 2020 with a fresh, healthy start. Of course, 
the call of the ocean and allure of Chiva-Som’s coveted 
offerings draw visitors from across the world all year 
round and can be experienced throughout the seasons.
 

a new era of wellness
NEW HOLISTIC HEALTH HOLIDAYS ARE ON THE HORIZON AT CHIVA-SOM 

• The Art of Detox 
For those who want a personalised, 
nutrition-focused programme including 
discovering the ideal diet balancing 
macro and micronutrients with herbal 
supplements to ensure optimal 
detoxification.

• Sustainable Weight Management 
For those dedicated to losing weight safely 
and sustainably with a private trainer 
who designs a tailored fitness and diet 
programme.  

• Optimal Performance 
For those who want to alleviate 
pain, improve their mental state or 
achieve a personal fitness best by 
combining treatments from the Fitness 
and Physiotherapy departments to 
complement each other and help guests 
reach their goal.

• Total Golf Enhancement 
For players of all levels who wish to 
improve their game including training, 
playing at some of the region’s leading golf 
clubs, muscle recovery treatments and 
more. 

tried & tested retreatscoming soon to Chiva-Som
 
With the stunning backdrop of the sea and gorgeous 
natural surroundings, Chiva-Som provides the perfect 
ambience to calm the senses and promote healing.

Health & Wellness Areas
Chiva-Som’s Health & Wellness area will be completely 
refreshed to offer more light and air, opening up the 
welcome area and providing more space. Ever mindful 
of client needs, the consultation room used for mind, 
body, and spirit assessments will be renovated solely 
with the guest experience in mind. This thoughtful 
revamp extends to spa and physio treatment rooms, 
hydrotherapy suite and flotation chamber, all re-imagined 
in Chiva-Som’s new signature interiors: teak, Thai silk, 
and bamboo complemented by a light palette of natural 
hues to create a contemporary, comfortable and calming 
environment. 

Bathing Pavilion
Set around the beautifully calming indoor pool, the 
bathing pavilion will be redesigned to incorporate a 
sunbed area at one end under a glass roof. Chiva-Som 
will also introduce a new hydro pool to expand on 
popular hydrotherapy treatments and bring the latest 
equipment into the steam room. 

Taste of Siam
Overlooking the ocean, this picturesque all-day dining 
spot will be reconfigured and expanded to accommodate 
more guests and an extended roof will make the area 
equally welcoming, rain or shine. The menu at Taste of 
Siam offers healthy Thai and international dishes created 
using the culinary team’s renowned wellness cuisine 
techniques. 
 For more information on Chiva-Som offerings, please 
contact commercial@th.diethelmtravel.com.
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You’ve heard the term ‘feng shui’ before but 
do you really know what it is? Feng shui, 
meaning ‘wind and water’, is the practice of 
designing our built environment to ensure 

the optimum flow of energy, or qi. Feng shui is widely 
used across Asia in the orientation of buildings, 
landmarks, home interiors and even burial sites. 

Originating from Chinese astronomy, the history 
of feng shui dates back over 3,500 years. While the 
traditional practice is still used, other branches and 
schools of feng shui have also emerged over the years. 

The five elements of qi
Feng shui focuses on the energetic properties of five 
elements – water, wood, fire, earth and metal. Water 
is a descending energy, wood is an expansive energy, 
fire is an ascending energy, earth is a rotating energy, 
and metal is contracting, controlling and condensing. 

Every individual is born under one of these 
elements. Like astrological signs, they each come with 
character traits. Additionally, all colours, textures, 
shapes and forms have a corresponding element. 

The goal of feng shui is to harmonise all these 
elements within an environment to enhance the flow 
of positive energy.

Feng Shui Cures
Feng shui cures are objects that can be added to an 
interior to enhance its qi. The placement of cures 
within a space are particularly important and it is 
advised to move such objects if negative results occur. 
Fish tanks, fountains and water features introduce 

the water element while mirrors and wind chimes are 
used to represent metal. Houseplants represent both 
wood and earth which counteract negative financial 
issues and promote health and well-being. 

Finding Harmony in Feng Shui
Although a cosmopolitan city, Singapore still retains 
much of its culture and tradition and now curious 
travellers can explore the important role feng shui 
plays in the city’s architecture and infrastructure. 
From 19th century cemeteries to modern day 
skyscrapers, it is important that the appearance and 
placement of structures is not only aesthetic but also 
auspicious.
 Diethelm Travel’s local feng shui specialists are 
able to show guests firsthand how the ancient art 
still plays a central role throughout today’s modern 
metropolis, particularly when it comes to building and 
city planning.
 For an interesting look at the city, travellers begin 
with a stroll through a Hakka cemetery built in the 
1800s to learn how and why feng shui is applied to 
select the final resting place of one’s ancestors. Next, 
it’s time to drive down Orchard Road, Singapore’s 
centre of commerce and business, to see how 
buildings have been constructed to ensure prosperity 
and good fortune. From there, it’s on to Shuang Lin 
Temple, where a semi-circular pond with nine dragon 
heads spouting water, or ‘shui’, are believed to deflect 
the negative energy coming from a nearby highway. 
The last stop of the day is one of Singapore’s most 
iconic sites, the Marina Bay Sands, to learn how the 
structure of the three buildings has been specifically 
placed to enhance positive energy in the bustling 
financial district.
 To learn more about this feng shui-focused 
excursion in Singapore, please contact our team at
info@sg.diethelmtravel.com.
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Tan Vien (the God of the Mountain or Mountain 
Genie)
Symbolises triumph over natural disasters, especially 
floods 
One of the most powerful figures in Vietnamese 
mythology, Tan Vien makes his home on the 
auspicious Tan Vien Mountain. Legend has it that 
Tan Vien is the ruler of all the land while Thuy Tinh is 
the god of the waters. When King Hung Vuong had 
a competition to see who would gain his daughter’s 
hand in marriage, the two gods battled it out with Tan 
Vien claiming victory. In retaliation, Thuy Tinh caused 
the waters to rise, flooding the land. Tan Vien used his 
powers to protect the people and still does to the day 
when the floods come.

Giong 
Symbolises fighting off foreign invaders
During the reign of the 6th Hung King (1718-1631 
BC), there was a 3-year-old boy who instantly grew 
up upon hearing that the country was going to be 
attacked. Riding an iron horse and wearing iron 
armour, he valiantly fought the invaders and won. 
Instead of wanting fame and fortune after his triumph, 
however, he retreated to the top of Ve Linh mountain 
to look over the land before flying to heaven.

To experience the true essence of Vietnam, one 
must journey out into the rural countryside and 
remote mountains. On this exclusive Diethelm 
Travel day journey, travellers can conveniently 
escape the city of Hanoi on a specially 
designed day trip that takes them to the heart 
of Vietnam’s traditional culture, lifestyle and 
beauty.
 Escape from Hanoi’s hustle and bustle 
on a day trip designed to delve deeper into 
local life in the mystic land of Ba Vi, home to 
the fabled Tan Vien Mountain Genie. Around 
the legendary region, one can discover the 
landscapes, culture, cuisine and handicrafts 
that serve as a foundation for modern-day 
Vietnam.  
 Spend the day travelling through the hills, 
trying your hand at tea harvesting, discovering 
the abundance of seasonal produce, strolling 
through picturesque villages and cycling 
through the peaceful countryside next to the 
Da River. To end the experience on a magical 
note, enjoy a leisurely boat trip downstream 
taking in views of the Ba Vi mountain range and 
relishing the cool river breeze while watching 
the sunset.
 This Go Local tour also allows local 
communities off-the-beaten track to share and 
celebrate their unique lifestyles with travellers 
while creating a new source of community 
income and pride.  
 To learn more about this day trip outside of 
Hanoi, contact sales@vn.diethelmtravel.com.

Each country in Asia has its own traditional animist, ancestral or folk beliefs that have been 
passed down through the centuries. In Vietnam, the ancient myths are still alive and well, 
particularly in the Red Delta region around Hanoi where the illustrious “Four Immortals” are 
revered.  

Chu Dong Tu 
Symbolises love
An orphan, Chu Dong Tu was so poor that he couldn’t 
even afford rags to wear. One day, a royal barge 
passed by carrying the daughter of the third Hung 
King. Ashamed of his nakedness, Chu Dong Tu hid 
in the sand, however the princess came to shore to 
bathe at the very same spot. As the water washed the 
sand away, Chu Dong Tu was exposed. The princess 
believed the meeting was fate and fell in love with Chu 
Dong Tu. 
 The Hung King wouldn’t hear of the marriage and 
threatened to arrest Chu Dong Tu, so the couple ran 
away to live in a village. Eventually, they met a hermit 
who led them to a magical path that they followed to 
heaven together.  

Lieu Hanh (Mother Goddess) 
Symbolises a virtuous life  
Though one of the Jade Emperor’s daughters, Lieu 
Hanh was exiled to the realm of mortals after breaking 
a precious jade vase. Legend says that the Buddha 
saved her and she was reincarnated in Nam Dinh 
province. Known for possessing the four virtues 
of femininity, she is revered for helping people, 
particularly women and children. 

myths, mountains and 
modern-day Ba Vi

a legend that lives on
DISCOVER THE HOME OF VIETNAM’S TAN VIEN MOUNTAIN GENIE 

feng shui for beginners
LEARN ABOUT THE FENG SHUI FOUND ALL AROUND 
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VILLA VICEROY

Known for its quiet charm, Luang Prabang 
is located on a peninsula where the Nam 
Khan River meets the Mekong and has been 
classified as a UNESCO World Heritage city 

since 1995. Although small, the delightful town is 
home to numerous temples, a picturesque main 
street lined with colourful French colonial buildings, 
and the old palace which is now the Royal Museum.  
 It’s also home to some of the region’s most unique 
accommodation including the singular Maison Aristo. 

A house with history
Behind the revered Wat Xieng Thong sits a 100-year-
old mansion in a manicured tropical garden just 
waiting to share its treasures with discerning 
travellers. Built in 1907, Maison Aristo was once 
home to the brother of the Laotian king but was left 
untouched for decades after his passing. Restoration 
work on the splendid property began in 2006 for 

the royal treatment
STAY IN AN EXCLUSIVE MANSION THAT WAS ONCE HOME TO A LAOTIAN PRINCE

two years leading to the villa becoming a UNESCO-
protected site, along with the rest of the city centre, 
and the only protected building in Luang Prabang that 
is privately-owned and available to rent. 
 Situated on 2,000 square metres of land, today 
Maison Aristo is made up of two buildings, both of 
which are meticulously designed for both comfort and 
to spark the imagination. The two-storey main house 
accommodates two master bedrooms with en suite 
bathrooms and a child’s room, with its own facilities, 
on the ground floor. On the second floor guests will 
find spacious living, dining and bar areas. The second, 
smaller house is the service building housing the 
kitchen, laundry area and staff quarters. 
 Interiors are adorned with contemporary and 
traditional artworks by local artists as well as the 
owner himself, artist Jean-Marc Huss, showcasing a 
unique blend of history and modernity which give the 
home a welcoming and relaxing atmosphere. If that 

weren’t enough, the property also boasts lounging 
decks overlooking a large lotus pond, a traditional 
herbal sauna and an organic spice garden.

Bespoke service with a smile
Though a historical home, guests of the Maison Aristo 
certainly don’t have to forego any modern amenities 
while indulging in a stay here – the experienced team 
of seven staff, including a private chef, housekeepers 
and security guard, see to that! Along with WiFi and 
Netflix connections, there is also access to games, a 
library and bicycles for further exploring the charms 
of Luang Prabang. 

Maison Aristo is under the exclusive management of 
Diethelm Travel and can only be booked through the 
Diethelm Travel Laos team. For more information and 
enquiries, please contact info@la.diethelmtravel.com.

MAISON ARISTO
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ISLAND ESCAPEXXX

feeling festive 

From Thailand’s magical lantern festival known as Loi Krathong to Vietnam’s Tet new year celebrations, bright colours and boisterous communal 
gatherings distinguish the folk festivals of Southeast Asia. To experience one of these traditional celebrations is to witness a piece of history 
played out year after year and enrich any journey with a sense of magic and community connection. While you may be familiar with some of 
the region’s principal holidays (hello, Songkran!), there are plenty of smaller, local festivals that are still unknown to visitors, yet often even more 
memorable than more popular country-wide holidays. In fact, the two festivals below found in Thailand and Myanmar are some of the most 
unique, most colourful and most fun around! 

UNKNOWN FESTIVALS IN THAILAND & MYANMAR

The best time to visit is on 12 October 
2019
A new day tour from Diethelm Travel 
Myanmar provides the perfect 
opportunity to experience Kyaukse’s 
Elephant Dance Festival and explore 
the outskirts of Mandalay. Available only 
during the two-day festival in October, 
this exclusive tour also includes visits to 
other handicraft and cultural sites, such 
as Shin Pin Set Thwar, Ta Mote Shwe Gu 
Gyi (Golden Cave) and, if time permits, the 
Snake Temple in Paleik.
 Available to be added to another 
Mandalay package tour, the day excursion 
guides guests through the lively 
celebrations sharing local insight about 
the region’s heritage and customs.
 To learn more, please contact us at 
leisure@mm.diethelmtravel.com.

Salak Yom Festival
Lamphun, Thailand
An ancient merit-making ceremony, the Salak Yom 
Festival takes place on the 12th lunar month of 
each year in Thailand’s northern town of Lamphun. 
Similar to the Salakapat festival of central Thailand, 
this regional tradition went unmarked for a long time 
but has been revived in recent years by Wat Prathat 
Haripunchai (as an animated village affair). 
 Originally a rite of passage for young Tai Yong 
women, salak yom, or donation trees, are decorated 
and filled with household goods offered by women of 
marriageable age to their local temple. Today, the salak 
yom have become more lavish as each village attempts 

Kyaukse Elephant Dance Festival 
Kyaukse, Myanmar
South of Mandalay, Kyaukse village plays host to a 
truly one-of-a-kind festival – the Elephant Dance 
Festival! Held annually over two days late in the 
year, this tradition has been practised since the 11th 
century. While often imitated in other parts of the 
country, nowhere is the craftsmanship so splendid or 
the dancing so fine as at the festival’s original home.
 Made of paper, bamboo and fabric, decorated life-
size elephant figures show off local handicraft prowess 
and are used be celebrants to compete for titles such 
as best-decorated elephant and best elephant dance 
performance. During the dances, two men get inside 
the hollowed-out papier-mâché elephant figures and 
imitate the movements of a real elephant, dancing and 
swaying in an elegant and precisely choreographed 
rhythm. Each year, processions also circle the foot of 
the hill upon which auspicious the Shwe Tha Lyaung 
pagoda sits before proceeding through the centre of 
town to much fanfare. Children compete with their 
own baby elephant masterpieces as well!

to outdo the other in crafting these colourful marvels.
 The festival last three days. On the first day 
smaller salak yom are paraded through town 
while dances and cultural performances are held 
throughout the festivities. The parade ends at Wat 
Hariphunchai and the temple offers an awesome 
spectacle with many different donation trees that are 
up to 10-15 metres tall.

experience the 
Elephant Dance Festival

Punakha Tshechu

Bhutan
Punakha Tshechu was introduced in 
response to requests to host a Tshechu in 
order to better preserve Buddhist teachings 
and keep the noble deeds of Zhabdrung 
Rimpoche alive.

Wax Castle Festival

Sakon Nakhon, Thailand
Includes a wax castle competition, a grand 
procession, a peacock dance and traditional 
longboat races. Winners of the boat races 
receive the H.R.H. Princess Maha Chakri 
Sirindhorn Trophy.

Boun Khao Salak/Ancestor 
Festival Day

Laos
Offerings are made for deceased ancestors 
to obtain merit while exciting longboat racing 
competitions are also held to celebrate the river.
Boun Khao Salak coincides with the Boat Racing 
Festival that takes place on different days 
throughout the country.

4
JUNE
2019

7
AUGUST
201930-31

MAY
2019

2019 - 2020

Vu Lan Festival 

Vietnam
On the day of wandering souls, believers clean 
graves and make offerings of food and clothes 
to comfort and nourish the unfortunate souls 
without a home.

Sinulog Festival

Philippines
The Sinulog celebration lasts for nine 
days, culminating on the final day with 
the Sinulog Grand Parade that features 
participants in brightly coloured 
costumes dancing to the rhythm of 
drums, trumpets and native gongs.

Ta-Zaung-Dine Light Festival

Myanmar
Homes and streets are illuminated while 
Buddhist followers offer robes to monks 
during special ceremonies. 

Sea Festival

Cambodia
Held in a different coastal province every 
year, the Sea Festival aims to promote 
tourism through cultural and sporting 
activities, including tree planting, seminars, 
Khmer product exhibitions and trade fairs.

Chinese Spring Festival

China, Hong Kong, Malaysia
Spring Festival, widely known as Chinese New 
Year in the West, is China’s most important 
festival.

15
AUGUST
2019

10-11
NOVEMBER
2019

10-13
OCTOBER
2019

DECEMBER
2019

25
JANUARY
2020

Kataragama Festival

Sri Lanka
Hindu devotees fire walk and indulge in 
various forms of ritual self-mutilation, 
piercing their skin with hooks and 
weights, and driving skewers through 
their cheeks and tongues.

Singapore Food Festival

Singapore
Showcases Singapore’s rich food 
culture through a wide range of dining 
experiences focused around modernity, 
art, culture and tradition.

Sand Stupa Festival

Myanmar
In different districts around Mandalay, 
locals build sand stupas from layers 
of white sand supported by bamboo 
mats and posts then lay offerings and 
donations around the stupas.

24-27
JULY
2019

JULY
201913-18

MAY
2019

Dragon Boat Festival

China, Hong Kong, Singapore 
The highlights of this lively festival are 
elaborately-decorated, fierce-looking 
dragon boats racing to the beat of heavy 
drums.

Seven Sisters Festival 

Hong Kong
Young romantics make additional 
offerings at Lovers’ Rock on Bowen Road 
in Wan Chai on Hong Kong Island.

Tadau Kaamatan

Malaysia
Kaamatan, or Pesta Kaamatan, is an 
annual harvest festival in Sabah. It is 
celebrated by Kadazan-Dusuns, as well 
as other related ethnic groups in the 
state, and lasts for the entire month of 
May, ending with a public holiday on the 
30 – 31 May.

Eid-ul Fithr

Maldives, Malaysia, Sri Lanka 
Kuda Eid is the first day of the month 
of Shawaal in the Islamic Calendar. This 
follows the end of Ramadan and is a 
period of feasting.

7
JUNE
2019

5-7
MARCH
2020

13
SEPTEMBER
2019

20
JANUARY
2020
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Here’s a selection of our favourite 
images from Diethelm Travel staff.

1  Monk blessing ceremony at Diethelm 
Travel Thailand’s new office 2  Diethelm 
Management team group photo 3  
Thailand team in traditional Thai dress 
at the Diethelm Travel Thailand open 
house 4  Thailand reservation team at 
Thai Night staff party 5  Miss Siam 
competition winners at Thai Night staff 
party  6  Group Services team outing 
trip at Khun Dan Prakarn Chon Dam 
7  Khun Mingkhwan at International 
Balloon Fiesta 2019, Chiang Rai 8  Khun 
Napason after snorkelling on Koh Lanta

STAFF OUT & ABOUT
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4 8
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6

51 3

2

STAFF OUT & ABOUT

9  Diethelm Sri Lanka team on a trip to 
Chilaw Rockland Estate and Distillery 10  
Coralie, Siprang and Wipanee on a motorbike 
sidecar trip in Cambodia 11  Diethelm Travel 
Vietnam team building at Halong Bay 12  
Diethelm Travel Myanmar team at Tagaung, 
Mandalay 13  Diethelm Travel Myanmar team 
at The Yangon Steps 2019 14  Diethelm Travel 
Myanmar team joining the 10,000 steps 
initiative at Thuwunna Stadium 15  Diethelm 
Travel Laos team atop the hill at Wat Phou 
Salao, Pakse 16  Diethelm Travel Laos FAM 
trip at Muang Ngoi 17  Diethelm Travel Laos 
team at Namkat Yorla Pa adventure and 
ecotourism resort, Oudomxay 
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Saigon: An Epic Novel of Vietnam 
by Anthony Grey

A tale of love, war, adventure and conflicting 
political powers, Saigon’s depiction of 20th 
century Vietnam is just as captivating as it 
is heartbreaking. When Joseph Sherman 
first visits Saigon in 1925 he doesn’t know 
that the country will capture his heart and 
that he’ll return as a traveller, soldier and 
reporter caught between the political plots 
of the city’s influential families over the 
course of five decades. Throughout it all, 
he witnesses Vietnam’s war-torn fate from 
rising up against the French to America’s 
involvement in the communist revolution.

Survival in the Killing Fields 
by Haing Ngor

In his memoir, Survival in the Killing Fields, a 
survivor of the Cambodian holocaust, Haing 
Ngor, shares his story of life and death under 
the communist Khmer Rouge. A surgeon and 
gynecologist by profession working in Phnom 
Penh, Ngor experienced firsthand his country’s 
fall into violence and slavery under the ruthless 
Khmer Rouge surviving stints in prison camps 
three times before escaping. He wrote the first 
edition of his book in 1998 after winning the 
Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor in 
1985 for his role in the film The Killing Fields. The 
second edition, published after he was found 
murdered in his Los Angeles home, includes an 
epilogue written by his co-author. 

The Singapore Grip
by J.G. Farrell

The third book in J.G. Farrell’s “Empire Trilogy” 
after Troubles and the Booker prize-winning 
Siege of Krishnapur, The Singapore Grip tells the 
story of a city under siege and a cultural shift 
set just before World War II. The book follows 
Walter Blackett, head of British Singapore’s most 
powerful trading company, and his family as 
they experience the events leading up to Japan 
entering the war. In 2015, The Straits Times named 
The Singapore Grip as a classic Singapore novel 
due to its ability to weave aspects of Singapore’s 
history and colonial society with the undeniable 
commercial and cultural forces that shaped the 
way World War II played out in Southeast Asia. 

VietnamSingapore

Cambodia

BEST READS 
discover some of the best books about travelling in Asia
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LUXURY ISLAND GETAWAY
Located in an idyllic tropical setting on Malaysia’s Langkawi Island,  

The Andaman, a Luxury Collection Resort, is cosily tucked between a  
10-million-year-old rainforest and the tranquil Datai Bay, one of the world’s best beaches.  

Pamper yourself by indulging on an organic treatment at the award-winning 
V Botanical Spa or broaden your minds by exploring the unique Coral Nursery, all whilst enjoying the 

luxurious trimmings of a five-star resort.

EXPLORE THE MAGICAL WONDERS OF THE ANDAMAN.  
VISIT WWW.THEANDAMANLANGKAWI.COM OR CALL +604 959 1088 TO DISCOVER MORE.
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LUXURY IS A STATE OF BEING...

Sublime natural beauty abounds on the enchanting island of Koh Russey, a tropical jewel 
blessed with stunning coastlines, dramatic headlands, powder-sand beaches and tropical 
forests, framed by the emeral waters of the gulf and the azure sky. 
13 villas, each with a pool, and 50 pavilions offer guests an unparalleled lifestyle experience 
and the height of luxury, comfort and hospitality.

BOOK NOW 
Visit www .alilahotels.com/kohrussey

DIETHELM.indd   1 3/14/19   7:53 PM

1  Longstanding local connections
Whether it’s staying with hilltribes in Myanmar or diving into Hong Kong’s fantastic 
food scene, we’ve spent more than 60 years nurturing our local connections, expert 
services and deep understanding of each destination we operate in so guests come 
away with authentic experiences they cannot find anywhere else. 

2  Buying power
As the one of the most significant buyers of FIT product throughout the region, we can 
offer highly competitive rates along with low margins ensuring the rates you receive are 
the best in your market. 

3  Personalised journeys
Diethelm Travel’s holistic approach to pricing, operation management and unique 
offerings means each experience is tailored to clients’ needs making travel dreams 
come true. From designing a personalised cultural insight tour to organising a private 
jet, our creativity and handcrafted itineraries always offer unforgettable ‘Journeys of 
a Lifetime’.

4  Customer obsessed
Everything we do, we do for you. From offering exclusive agent FAM trips to 
understanding the importance of quick turnaround times, we specialise as a B to B 
operator and have all the tools in place to ensure your staff not only understand 
our products but also how to best convert sales.

5  24/7 worldwide service
We’re there for you whenever, wherever with multilingual concierge teams at all 
destinations available 24/7. 

6  Passionate staff 
As Asia’s leading inbound tour operator, we owe our success to our passionate team 
in 13 different countries. From sales staff to on-the-ground guides, every member of 
our dedicated team is well trained, experienced and proactive in making your travel 
dreams a reality.

7  Peace of mind
Sit back and relax - we can handle everything. All of Diethelm’s award winning offices 
across Asia are fully licensed and insured. Additionally, health and safety are top 
priorities throughout all excursions ensuring adventures that can safely be enjoyed 
by all.

8  Responsible, sustainable travel 
Travel well while doing good. Through ongoing efforts in supporting not only our staff 
and communities we work in, but also initiatives involving environmental, cultural 
and animal conservation, we’re dedicated to seeking and providing responsible, 
sustainable business practices and travel experiences. 

9  Innovative products 
We don’t settle for just tried and tested tours but continually create new products 
and services showcasing the best experiences in a region and adding value to all 
products.

10 Cutting edge technology
Take advantage of our online booking system for flawless trip planing and 
management. The reservation system provides clients unparalleled access to 
streamlined booking capabilities for hotels, transfers, excursions and holidays.

reasons to book with 
Diethelm Travel 
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PHILIPPINES
23/F, Pacific Star Building, Makati Avenue,  
Cor. Sen Gil Puyat Avenue, Salcedo Village,  
Makati City 1200, Philippines
T +63 2 988 5000 
E sales@ph.diethelmtravel.com

SINGAPORE
190 Middle Road, Fortune Centre,
#16-05, Singapore 188979
T +65 6737 7885
E info@sg.diethelmtravel.com

SRI LANKA
Colombo
Level 06, Hemas House, 75 Braybrooke Place, 
Colombo 2, Sri Lanka
T +94 11 231 3131
E sales@lk.diethelmtravel.com

THAILAND
Bangkok (Headquarters)
ITF Tower, 8th floor, Silom Road
Suriyawong, Bangrak, 10500, Thailand
T +66 2 782 7000
E info@diethelmtravel.com

VIETNAM
Hanoi
Suite 1701, HCO Building 44B,
Ly Thuong Kiet Street, Hanoi, Vietnam
T +84 24 3934 4844
E sales@vn.diethelmtravel.com

Ho Chi Minh City
Room 3A, 62B Pham Ngoc Thach Street,
Ward 6, District 3, Ho Chi Minh, Vietnam
T +84 28 3914 1509
E sales@vn.diethelmtravel.com

SALES
Bangkok (Headquarters)
T +66 2 782 7000
E sales@diethelmtravel.com

MARKETING & PR
Bangkok (Headquarters)
T +66 2 782 7000
E press@diethelmtravel.com

be in touch
BHUTAN
Yarkay Complex, Post Box 107 
Norzin Lam, Thimphu, Bhutan
T +975 2 336 611
E bhutan@diethelmtravel.bt

CAMBODIA
Phnom Penh
No.3, 2/F, Sophy & Sina Building, 
Street 240, PO Box 99
Phnom Penh 12207, Cambodia
T +855 23 219 151
E reservations@kh.diethelmtravel.com

Siem Reap
House No. 030, Krouse Village, 
(next to Sakmut Boutique Hotel)
Svay Dangkum Commune,
Siem Reap 17000, Cambodia
T +855 23 219 151
E reservations@kh.diethelmtravel.com

CHINA
Xian
Suite 902, Building D, Fortune Centre, Gaoxin Sanlu, 
Xian Shi, 710075, China
T +86 029 68510579 / +86 029 68510590
E coordinator@cn.diethelmtravel.com

HONG KONG
Kowloon
Unit A-C, 22/F, 8 Hart Avenue, Tsimshatsui,
Kowloon, Hong Kong
T +852 2739 3822
E operation@hk.diethelmtravel.com

LAOS
Luang Prabang
Ban Vat Nong, District 1, Luang Prabang, Laos
T +856 71 252 367 / +856 71 213 267
E info@la.diethelmtravel.com

Vientiane
Phonsinuan Village, Phonsinuan Road,
Rue Burichane, Unit 20, Sisattanak District,
Vientiane, Laos
T +856 21 262 058
E info@la.diethelmtravel.com

Pakse
Ban Thaluang, Pakse Champasa Provice, Laos
T +856 31 212 596
E info@la.diethelmtravel.com

MALAYSIA
Kuala Lumpur
Box 28, Wisma Golden Eagle Realty,
9/F, South Block, 142-A Jalan Ampang,
Kuala Lumpur 50450 Malaysia
T +60 3 2715 7878
E inbound@my.diethelmtravel.com

Sabah
8-12, 8/F, Menara MAA,
Lorong Api - Api 1, 88800 Kota Kinabalu,
Sabah, Malaysia
T +608 8 266 353 / +608 8 263 353
E sabah@my.diethelmtravel.com

Sarawak
Lot 257, 2/F, Jalan Chan Chin Ann,
Kuching 93100, Sarawak, Malaysia
T +60 82 412 778
E sarawak@my.diethelmtravel.com

MALDIVES
Malé
1/F, H, Sharikkal 
Meheli Goalhi, Malé, Maldives 
T +960 300 6913
E coordinator@mv.diethelmtravel.com

MYANMAR
Yangon
No. 6, Kyaung Street, 
Off Kanbae Road, Yankin Township,  
Yangon, 11081, Myanmar  
T +95 9 955 456 556 
E leisure@mm.diethelmtravel.com

Bagan
Thiripitsaya 4th Quarter,
Nyaung Oo Town, Bagan, Myanmar
T +95 61 60887
E leisure@mm.diethelmtravel.com

Inle 
65 (A) Kannar Street, Win Quarter, Nyaung Shwe, 
Southern Shan State, Myanmar
T +95 61 60887
E leisure@mm.diethelmtravel.com

Mandalay
9/17, Block 795, 24th Street, 
Aung Myay Tharzan Township, 
Mandalay, Myanmar
T +952 403 5496
E leisure@mm.diethelmtravel.com

ALBERTO FORNI
Rome, Italy

Many thanks for organising a dream trip. Great fun was had by all and we were reluctant to come 
home. Everything worked perfectly, the standard of service was uniformly good and the trip was 
very well balanced. I will start saving for the next one! It was really fab and everything worked like 
clockwork. Nyi Nyi, our guide in Myanmar, was just the best ever – I’d probably go back just to see 
him. Thank you for organising the trip so well!

BRAD & AMY
Portsmouth, United Kingdom

SYDNEY HART
Sydney, Australia

PARLEN SIBUM
Düsseldorf, Germany

We are just back from Vietnam and what a great travel operator to travel with when you have 
kids!  I can’t recommend the 10-Day Essential Vietnam family holiday enough. We got to see all 
the things we wanted to see – happy kids, happy parents. The tours are run so well and flexible to 
accommodate tired children or allow some more adventure for parents if need be. The night in 
Halong Bay was such an experience for our girls while Hoi An was a lovely safe place to take a family! 
Guides were prompt reliable and flexible. Anh, our tour guide with his humour and helpful attitude 
was infectious and his knowledge regarding all we saw was outstanding. He really made the trip for 
us!  Overall, we loved Vietnam. The family tour was the best thing we had ever done. I would very 
happily tour with Diethelm Travel again. Thank you!

what people say about us

Coming to Bhutan for the first time, I couldn’t have asked for better guidance than with Mr. 
Wangchuk and Mr. Rabgay. Both built up the perfect team for me and I felt welcome in the unique 
beautiful country immediately. Not only was the hospitality beyond what you expect, but also the 
knowledge I gained through their guidance was excellent. Besides the sightseeing booked by the 
itinerary/travel plan, they gave me the opportunity to explore more than fixed by the plan. As a 
passionate photographer and traveller, I was in the best hands. I am thankful for having this dream 
team with me who have already convinced me by their hospitality, friendship and knowledge to 
come back soon. In the end, I would like to give a personal note. Coming to a country as a foreigner, 
but leaving it as a friend is the best compliment that both can get. I am grateful for even receiving a 
prayer for a safe journey. What a special gift. Overall, I can highly recommend those two to bring new 
tourists. Thank you for having me as your guest in your outstanding country.

We are on the last night of our tour in Sri Lanka! Wow, what an amazing experience it has been 
all thanks to our tour guide, Indra. We came for our honeymoon and didn’t know what to expect 
but what a beautiful country. Our guide’s knowledge was amazing and he was nothing but helpful, 
always ensuring we were okay and making sure our holiday was one to remember. The hotels 
were all lovely and our guide always took us to lovely places to eat and try local food. The day to 
day experiences were also memories we will never forget! Thank you so much, Indra, you really 
made our trip one to remember!
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The Royal Sands Koh Rong Resort 
Sok San Village, Koh Rong (Island), Sihanouk Ville, Cambodia Call. +855 78 888 260 Email. info@theroyalsandskohrong.com

www.theroyalsandskohrong.com


