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foreword
For centuries Asia has offered 
a land of adventure, intrigue, 
culture and cuisine to foreign 
travellers. Today, the vast 
continent still excites travellers 
with its varied destinations, 
landscapes, traditions and 
hospitality. 

While it’s never been easier to dive deep into Asia, its 
exotic allure hasn’t worn off. In fact, modern-day Asia’s 
mix of old and new, traditional and contemporary, 
familiar and unexpected is more interesting than ever 
before, and known for its hospitality. 
 From visiting some of the world’s most ancient 
sites, like the Great Wall of China or Cambodia’s Angkor 
Wat, to relishing new luxury escapes in surprisingly 
rural spots and everything in between, visitors to Asia 
can appreciate a wealth of diverse destinations and 
experiences like nowhere else. 
 In this issue of Diethelm Discovery, we show 
how even the most well-known of destinations still 
having something special to offer and how travellers 
can truly make the most of their Asian journeys 
through authentic experiences, connecting with local 
communities, travelling in comfort and, of course, 
simply having fun. We’ve covered everything from why 
Cambodia deserves more time on your itinerary to 
where to explore new frontiers in Malaysia, chartering 
a catamaran to sail through the Maldives in style to 
where to find the best shopping deals in Singapore. 
 With more than 60 years working, living and 
welcoming guests in Asia, the dedicated Diethelm 
Travel team is now sharing their secrets with you. 

Get ready for a Journey of a Lifetime,

Stephan Roemer
CEO of Diethelm Travel Group

get social

Will you be at any of these  
 upcoming tradeshows? 

We will and would love to see you. 
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’Diethelm Quality’ 
Created specifically to cater for independent FIT 
travellers, Diethelm Quality is a uniquely high 
quality standard designed by Diethelm Travel to 
further enhance the customer journey as well as 
to differentiate from other local operators with a 
combination of unique and distinctive added values 
including:
• Comfortable and spacious vehicles equipped with 

proper insurance, GPS, safety gear and first aid box
• A uniformed Diethelm Travel chauffeur 
• A highly experienced and well-trained guide 
• 24/7 multilingual concierge team
• WiFi router/hotspot 
• Electrical sockets

Three-Tiered Travel Options
Three specially designed tiers of travel style options 
allow guests to better tailor their personal journey to 
fit their budget and lifestyle preferences. 

Budget 
The most cost-effective option for budget-conscious 
travellers, Budget service is available with both seat-
in-coach and private options. This is the same level of 
service as other local operators (basic standard) and 
still meets all the stringent requirements for Diethelm 
Travel’s safety standards. 

• Branded umbrellas
• Branded bottled mineral water and signature 

scented cold towel service, tissues and candy
• Local snacks/seasonal fruits
• Baby/child seat or wheelchair upon request 

Luxury 
Diethelm’s Luxury level raises the bar even higher, 
encompassing the benefits of Diethelm Quality plus 
a range of additional surprise touches to further 
elevate the customer experience and upgraded vehicle 
options, such as Porsche Cayenne, Mercedes E/S 
Class, Mercedes VITO and BMW 7 Series. Classic car 
models can also be considered when maintained as per 
Diethelm’s safety standards.

journeys of a lifetime
OUR REDESIGNED CUSTOMER JOURNEY ENSURES DIETHELM TRAVEL GUESTS ALWAYS TRAVEL IN THE UTMOST COMFORT

CUSTOMER JOURNEY

From being picked up at the airport upon arrival to being dropped off at one’s hotel, transferred in between destinations or guided through 
unique sites and attractions, Diethelm Travel has carefully redesigned the entire customer journey to not only be safe, convenient and comfortable 
but to also provide guests with a choice when it comes to their travel styles. For the more discerning customer, Diethelm Travel has created a new 
service level which aims to provide a new easy up-sell tool for agents and further choice to their customers’ holiday experience. Special services 
have been carefully included into our operation that will enhance your customers experience from the minute they arrive until they complete their 
journey, all of which are now categorised under our new three-tiered travel options. 

Diethelm Travel Guide
Of course, Diethelm Guides play an important role in 
crafting the customer experience and are carefully 
prepared for the position. All guides are:
• Fully licensed and holders of a Certificate of 

Excellence from the Diethelm Travel Academy – an 
initiative to streamline the ongoing education and 
training of both Diethelm Travel’s permanent and 
freelance employees

• Enthusiastic and charismatic, offering genuine 
destination insights and in-depth knowledge

• Able to cater to major languages and are carefully 
selected and assigned to perfectly match the 
nature of the excursion/tour

• Dressed in a professional Diethelm Travel uniform 
or national dress (when required by country)

Your Travel Expert 
Our decades of arranging Asian travel itineraries open 
the doors to endless possibilities for an unforgettable 
journey. We aim to show the best of Asia culturally, 
historically and spiritually, focusing on authentic 
and innovative experiences that unveil all that a 
destination has to offer. With this in mind, we’re 
publishing tailored guides to each of the countries 
we operate in to help guests learn more about the 
destination and make the most of their holiday.
 Called Your Travel Expert, the booklets are given 
to Diethelm Travel guests travelling with Diethelm 
Quality and Luxury tiers. Your Travel Expert booklets 
are filled with optional excursions and local travel tips, 
as well as expert recommendations on where to dine, 
shop and more. 
 It’s just one more way we make sure guests 
experience true Journeys of a Lifetime!

24/7 Concierge Service 
Throughout all selected transfers, excursions and 
tours, guests have access to Diethelm Travel’s 
signature concierge service, which is:  
• Available 24/7 with one phone number per 

language (guests are welcome to use their guide 
or chauffeur’s phones to call the concierge when 
they’re on the road)

• Multilingual: English, French, German, Spanish and 
Russian

• Available for guests relations, assistance, 
additional service bookings (anything from 
restaurant reservations to dentist appointments), 
recommendations and itinerary changes

• Able to make special arrangements with suppliers 
for birthdays, anniversaries, etc.

• Able to help with any unexpected incidents or 
itinerary changes and coordinate plans in the case 
of cancelled flights, sickness, etc. 

Our excellent concierges receive training on world 
class service and guest relations, and are constantly 
updated on destination news and trends, emergency 
plans and more. 

Diethelm Travel Chauffeurs 
Diethelm Quality and Luxury excursions and transfers 
are operated with a private fleet of excellently 
maintained vehicles and professional chauffeurs. 
 Along with extensive training in safe driving skills, 
traffic regulations and first aid to ensure safe and 
correct transfers, chauffeurs are guided through 
maintaining a service-oriented work ethic and 
meticulous grooming. All chauffeurs are also required 
to follow a daily safety checklist. 

Disclaimer: There may be slight differences in the level of services guests will receive in each of our 13 countries due to local requirements or restrictions.

specially created
DESIGNED TO ENRICH GUESTS’ JOURNEYS

4 www.diethelmtravel.com 5www.diethelmtravel.com 5www.diethelmtravel.com



Strolling to the next pagoda, we saw 
locals standing outside and could hear a 
ceremony taking place – we wanted to 

go in and witness the festivities!

After a 30-kilometre drive from 

Kampong Thom we arrived at the 

site! With no other tourists aroun
d, 

we started to walk and I could already 

see that this was a remarkable place. 

Spotting an old pagoda cov
ered by 

the tree was just the beginning of al
l 

amazing temples we were going to see.

Preah Vihear temple is located on 
top of a hill so we took a pickup truck 
to get up there. Even after the drive, 
there’s quite a long uphill walk to get 

to the actual temple but it is beautiful 
along the way and there is a cool breeze 
at the top. (Long pants and comfortable 

shoes are highly recommended!)

At the end of the walk, we 
were rewarded with this stunning view 
and cool breezes. Of course, we stopped 
for photos before walking back. The 
guide was very smart and instead of 
letting us walk back to the same path, 
he took us to walk along the other side. 
It is always good to come with a local; 
we wouldn’t have known this alternate 

route otherwise.  

When we went in, the locals were 

having a ceremony to pay respect to 

spirits. I asked why they chose this 

pagoda and they said it de
pends on 

the belief of each family.

uncovering Cambodia 
WHY THE COUNTRY DESERVES MORE TIME TO BE EXPLORED

Afterwards, our guide led us through 
the rest of this incredible site. He 

knew exactly where and how Sambor 
Prei Kuk should be explored. We would 

have been lost on our own!

Can you believe Sambor Prei Kuk is 
from the 7th century – it’s amazing!

There are four different levels of 
the temple.

We continued walking and eventually 

arrived at the last level sh
own here.

We could still see the temple ruins for 

a while on our walk back!  

Tried
& Tested

LOCAL INSIDER GO LOCAL

Though often known for the indescribable significance 
of Angkor Wat or unbelievable horror of the Khmer 
Rouge, the Kingdom of Cambodia is much more than 
its two most prominent pieces of history. 
 Sandwiched between Thailand, Laos, Vietnam 
and the Gulf of Thailand, Cambodia has a long and 
complicated history ranging from the power of the 
Khmer kingdom centuries ago to the destruction 
of the Khmer Rouge mere decades ago. Today, 
the country is still rebuilding itself with most of its 
inhabitants working in rural agriculture. While the past 
is still present, modern-day Cambodia is not chained 
by its hardships and is home to a unique blend of 
simplicity and sophistication, age-old practices, and 
avant-garde art and culture that is fueled by the 

country’s creatives reclaiming their heritage while 
looking ahead to the future.   
  The average length of stay for tourists in 
Cambodia is only three days as the country is often 
sold only as an extension of Siem Reap to travellers 
coming from Thailand, Laos or Vietnam. Although 
Angkor is certainly essential, one cannot miss visiting 
the Angkor Archaeological Park, there is so much 
more to the country than Angkor Wat and Siem Reap!
 A recurring lament we hear from travellers 
crossing into Cambodia from Vietnam and Thailand 
is that they regret not having spent more time 
in Cambodia. Cambodia has a lot to offer and its 
authentic, friendly atmosphere found throughout the 
country stands out even for seasoned travellers. 

Even more temples
The temples of Angkor aren’t the country’s 
only historic ruins. An array of remote 
temples scattered across the country are 
worth a detour including two other UNSECO 
World Heritage sites: Sambor Prei Kuk and 
Preah Vihear temple.
Beautiful nature 
While some of the country is dry, other 
parts boast the lush jungles, well-preserved 
national parks, teeming wildlife and tumbling 
waterfalls travellers have come to expect 
from tropical Southeast Asia.
Untouched islands 
Cambodia’s paradisiacal islands have all the 
appeal but none of the crowds you’ll find in 
neighbouring countries.
The people! 
The Thai smile may have gained international 
fame, but the Cambodian people are just as 
charming and gladly welcome guests with 
genuine hospitality.
Local life 
Besides the growing cities of Phnom Penh, 
Siem Reap and Sihanoukville, the rest of the 
country is still very undeveloped offering an 
authentic look into both Cambodia’s past and 
current way of life. 
Excellent value for money  
Restaurants and nightlife offer great value for 
money…even more so if you dare to Go Local! 

why Cambodia deserves 
more time to be explored

MY VISIT TO SAMBOR PREI KUK & PREAH VIHEAR TEMPLE

beyond Angkor

T hough Angkor takes centre stage, Cambodia is home to other significant sites, such as Sambor Prei Kuk and Preah Vihear, which are also UNESCO listed. As the most 
important site in 6th- to 7th-century Southeast Asia, the pre-Angkorian Sambor Prei Kuk still shows its complex city planning. The important ancient capital introduced 
the King-God concept, the widespread use of the Khmer language and essentially paved the way for the Angkorian Khmer kingdom. Prasat Preah Vihear, on the border of 
Cambodia and Thailand, is one of the best-preserved Hindu temples from the Angkor period thanks to its remote location and relatively few visitors. Siprang Srinarintranon, 

Diethelm Travel’s Group Director of Marketing, visited both spots during an 8-day journey through the Kingdom and shares what made these sites so special to experience.

Our new Branch Manager of Diethelm Travel Cambodia, Coralie Romano, started 
travelling to Cambodia seven years ago and immediately fell in love with the 
country and its people, deciding with her husband to move the family there for 
a totally different way of life. Based in Siem Reap, Coralie started working in 
the travel industry for a small tour operator in 1996 and has spent the past 
three years working in Phnom Penh as a hotel GM and product manager.
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New Asia trips with itineraries spanning 
multiple countries means one holiday can 
give you the best of two worlds. Discover new 
destinations and enjoy the variety of cultures 

and landscapes offered on these cross-country trips.
 Bask in the sun and enjoy the island life in two 
different countries, Sri Lanka and the Maldives. While 
located conveniently close, each of these island 
nations has its own flair, flavour and fun. A trip to these 
neighbouring Indian Ocean destinations is a chance to 
take a relaxing beach break while also connecting with 
the cultural and natural highlights of the region.
 Located southeast of the Indian subcontinent, Sri 
Lanka is only 32 kilometres away from its mainland 
cousin across the Palk Straight. While geographically 
close to both India and other popular Southeast Asian 
destinations like Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia, Sri 
Lanka isn’t quite like any of its neighbours. Instead, it is 
a curious and delightful blend or in-between in terms of 
culture and customs as well as geography and features. 
This island nation is a unique destination known for 
scenic landscapes and a bounty of natural wonders.
 Also known for natural beauty is the Maldives, a 
scattered collection of islands, reefs and atolls flung 
further southwest. Nearly 2,000 tiny coral islands make 
up the world’s “lowest” country, most of which sits less 
than two metres above sea level. The Maldives is only 
an hour and 15-minute flight away from the Sri Lankan 
city of Kandy.
 Taking advantage of this proximity, Diethelm Travel is 
offering a new itinerary: Nature & Tranquility of Sri Lanka 
and the Maldives, a 10-day tour to recharge and reset in 
some of Southeast Asia’s most peaceful and breathtaking 

destinations. While the journey promises an abundance 
of natural sights and experiences, the entirety of the tour 
is based in scenic, tranquil beachside resorts offering the 
ultimate relaxing getaway.
 
Explore the bounty of Sri Lanka
Learn about Sri Lanka’s glorious history and explore 
the vibrant wilderness and lively cities packed onto 
this island nation. The Sri Lanka portion of the tour is 
based in the Hill Country capital of Kandy, once the 
stronghold of Sinhala Kings and a UNESCO World 
Heritage Centre. Guests stay at the Santani Wellness 
Villa, meaning “in harmony with”, which offers a uniquely 
restorative sanctuary. Trips out to the famed Ceylon tea 
fields, treks through the Knuckles Conservation Range, 
and excursions to cave temples rich with history and 
mythology round out the itinerary.

Relax in the seascapes of the Maldives
From Sri Lanka, guests fly to the Maldives and journey by 
scenic speedboat to Olhuveli Beach & Spa Maldives. This 
waterfront resort is nestled amidst tropical vegetation 
and shaded by graceful palms, surrounded by a vast 
sandy beach and a crystal-clear lagoon. On this beautiful 
island, relaxation is the only item on the agenda, but 
adventure seekers can also opt for diving, snorkelling 
safaris, night fishing and dolphin cruises. Brimming 
with natural life and surrounded by stunning vistas, the 
Maldives is the perfect balance to the sightseeing and 
stimulation of vibrant Sri Lanka. 
 Please contact our team for more inspiring 
information at sales@diethelmtravel.com.

CROSS COUNTRY

perfect pairings: Sri Lanka & the Maldives
MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR ADVENTURES WITH TWO-COUNTRY TRIPS

W hile the Yunnan province of China is a 
well-known destination for those who 
wish to see fantastic natural features and 
learn about the history and lifeways of 

the region’s minority ethnic groups, Laos offers similarly 
great experiences on roads less travelled. 
 Of Yunnan province’s many Southeast Asian 
neighbours along the border, Laos is one of the most 
easily accessible. Overland connections make it easy to 
move between these two countries, while taking a longer 
road and travelling a little more leisurely gives guests the 
chance to take in the best sights along the way.
 On Diethelm Travel’s Cross Country Journey 
through China and Laos, guests travel overland to take 
in the natural and cultural settings along a 13-day 
adventure through seven cities beginning in Kunming in 
southwestern China and ending in Luang Prabang, Laos.

Tour majestic Yunnan province
On this popular new tour, guests first explore Yunnan’s 
cultural and economic centre of Kunming. From there, 
travellers move on to the cities of Jianshui, Yuanyang 
and Xishuangbanna, make their way to the Stone Forest, 
a stunning geological formation, and visit a number of 
ancient sites that date back to the Qing dynasty. 
 On overland transfers, travellers take in the 
magnificent landscapes including natural formations of 
stone as well as meticulously cultivated rice terraces, 
like those found in Yuanyang. Known as “the ladders to 
the sky,” entire mountainsides here are sculpted with 
terraced rice fields. The itinerary also includes many 
stops at villages and temples, giving guests a chance to 
learn and get to know the local life of ethnic groups.

Discover local Laos
The journey continues for another seven days in Laos 
where guests have a chance to connect with unique 
cultural groups and learn about their practices. With 
visits to numerous temples, sacred caves, mountain-
top Buddhas and ancient stupas, guests can discover 
the history and culture of this region, and learn about 
traditional and Buddhist practices. Whether it’s trekking 
through the jungle from village to village, waking up 
early to give alms to monks or a cooking class at an 
organic farmstay, each day of this journey is a chance 
to explore local life. While there’s plenty to see and do, 
simply staying in the charming historic town of Luang 
Prabang with its UNESCO-protected architecture is also 
a highlight of one’s time in Laos!

MOVE BEYOND CHINA TO DISCOVER LAOS

where East Asia meets 
Southeast Asia

day 1: Kunming  Arrival
day 2: Kunming – Jianshui Visit the Stone Forest 
and transfer to Jianshui 
day 3: Jianshui – Yuanyang Visit a Confucius 
Temple and the garden of the Zhu family en route 
to Yuanyang
day 4: Yuanyang Visit Qingkou Hani Village and 
Tiger Mouse area
day 5: Yuanyang – Xishuangbanna Journey to 
Xishuangbanna 
day 6: Xishuangbanna Temple visits
day 7: Xishuangbanna – Boten (Laos border) 
– Oudomxay Cross the Mohan border from 
China to Laos. Meet Laos guide at Boten then 
land transfer to Oudomxay.
day 8: Oudomxay Enjoy some of the soft 
adventure activities including: zip lining, hiking 
and mountain bike exploration
day 9: Oudomxay – Nong Khiaw Travel 
overland to the sleepy Nam Ou riverside town of 
Nong Khiaw. Visit ethnic minority villages and take 
in the breathtaking karst mountain scenery.
day 10: Nong khiaw – Luang Prabang Continue 
by road to Ban Pak Ou to cross the Mekong and 
visit the mysterious Pak Ou Caves before ending 
the day in the spiritual centre of Laos, Luang 
Prabang 
day 11: Luang Prabang  Explore the former royal 
capital of Laos with a tour of the highlights and 
hidden gems of the UNESCO World Heritage town 
day 12: Luang Prabang  Head into the 
countryside and and learn how rice is grown by 
locals before visiting refreshing Kuang Si Waterfalls
day 13: Luang Prabang  Transfer for departure 
flight

13-day itinerary at a glance
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Khao Sok Lake, locally known as ‘Cheow Lan 
Lake’ is the highlight of Khao Sok National 
Park and one of the most scenic places to 
visit in all of Thailand. Diethelm Travel’s 

two-night trip offers a special chance to explore the 
national park and stay overnight in a one-of-a-kind 
tree house with a jungle view as well as a charming 
floating bungalow right on the edge of the lake.
 On this journey, plenty of time is given to explore 
the extraordinary beauty of the lake, but highlights 
include unique nature and unforgettable wildlife 
experiences.

Ethical elephant experience
The experience in Khao Sok National Park begins with 
a special chance to interact with Thailand’s beloved 
giants, the Asian elephant. Elephants traditionally sup-
plied labour in the lumber industry, but many now work 
in trekking camps, spending long days carrying tourists 
in harsh conditions.
 Here, however, travellers can discover the first 
ethical and community-based elephant experience in 
Khao Sok, where one gets to feed and bathe an ele-
phant that was rescued from exploitative conditions.  
 This intimate experience (only 12 visitors are 
allowed per day) is ideal for guests who want to avoid 
the masses, preferring to get to know the elephant and 
his or her mahout in a more personal setting. Guests 
even join one of the incredible creatures for “bath time” 
in the mud.

Longtail journey on Khao Sok Lake
The journey continues at Khao Sok, or Cheow Lan, 
Lake. Jungle-covered limestone karsts rise up dra-
matically from the water and are home to an array of 
wildlife. Guests board a longtail boat and can enjoy the 
breathtaking scenery on the way to a remote raft house 
where they spend the night at the very edge of this 
natural paradise. The afternoon includes tours through 
the many inlets of the lake, informative treks through 
the surrounding jungle, and plenty of time to relax and 
simply enjoy sipping a cold beer along the edge of the 
lake.

Wildlife safaris…by boat!
Finally, it’s time to rise early and hop back on a longtail 
boat with a guide to see what creatures can be found 
hiding in the canopies and morning mist. One may see 
macaques, langurs, Great Hornbills, wild boar, Sambar 
deer, gibbons and even the occasional wild elephant!

“I did not want to leave! Three days are not enough 
to experience all of this paradise but they’re a good 
start! I loved relaxing by the floating house, canoeing    
or simply wandering into the woods to explore,” says 
Natalia.

Get full details of the experience by contacting us at 
sales@diethelmtravel.com. 

national park splendour 
THAILAND’S KHAO SOK NATIONAL PARK AMAZES

Natalia Anosova joined Diethelm Travel Group in 2015 as a Reservation Manager for the 
Russian market and is now a Sales & Account Manager for Russia/CIS & Eastern Europe. A 
travel and fitness enthusiast, Natalia recently returned from exploring Thailand’s beautiful 
Cheow Lan Lake as part of Diethelm Travel’s exclusive new two-night stay and has the 
stunning photos to prove it! 

NATALIA ANOSOVA

even more to explore

Located deep in the heart of Sabah, some 
300 kilometres from Kota Kinabalu, 
Imbak Canyon Conservation Area 
(ICCA) is home to one of the state’s last 

remaining virgin rainforests. Gazetted as a Class 
1 (Protection) Forest Reserve in 2009, ICAA is 
fast emerging as a major destination for not 
only tourists but also scientists who carry out 
research activities at the Imbak Canyon Studies 
Centre (ICSC).
 Diethelm Travel’s private 3-Day Imbak 
Canyon tour allows travellers to visit this 
unique region with plenty of time for guided 
explorations. 
 Day 1 – Guests are picked up at Sandakan 
and journey to Imbak Canyon in a 4-wheel-drive 
vehicle. Upon arrival at the ICSC centre, guests 
register and check in to the hostel. After dinner, 
they receive an introduction the region and 
centre before heading out on a night drive, if 
weather permits, in search of nocturnal animals.
 Day 2 – After breakfast, visitors trek 90 
minutes to the foot of the Imbak Waterfall for a 
refreshing 30-minute break before continuing 
on for a further 2.2 kilometres to the incredible 
Class 1 Forest Reserve Big Belian Trail. Here, 
guests can take in the natural beauty of the 
canyon where a packed lunch is served in a 
designated area and exploring at their leisure for 
several hours. In the late afternoon, it’s time to 
trek back to the ICSC centre. After dinner, guests 
engage in a 5-kilometre night drive to enjoy the 
nocturnal residents who come out to play.
 Day 3 –  After breakfast, guests travel back to 
Sandakan. 

Learn more by contacting us at 
inbound@my.diethelmtravel.com

DISCOVERING

new 
frontiers

Myanmar’s green season is the time to travel

to the former royal city of Mandalay for sightseeing. 
The following day is filled with a leisurely boat tour 
to Mingun and drive to the third former capital, 
Amarapura, the wooden monastery of Bagaya Kyaung 
and U Bein Bridge, which is believed to be the longest 
teak bridge in the world.
 From there, it’s on to the picturesque Inle Lake 
to discover the region’s cultural and artistic delights 
complete with a full day boat tour of the lake and 
surrounding waterways. To end the experience, 
guests head back to the vibrant city of Yangon to see 
of some of the city’s most significant sites, such as the 
iconic Shwedagon Pagoda. 
 Travellers have the option of staying longer in 
Yangon or flying on to their next destination. During 
the green season, Myanmar beach stays aren’t 
available but other Southeast Asian destinations are 
just a short flight away! 

Rich with history, culture, spirituality, art, 
beauty and cuisine, Myanmar attracts 
travellers searching for a unique destination 
that stays true to its roots. From May to 

September, however, visitor levels to the Land of the 
Golden Pagodas are still low as the rainy or “green” 
season rolls in. 
 While some travellers may be wary of travelling 
during the green season, it’s actually a wonderful time 
to explore the country and offers several advantages 
over travelling in the high season. Usually the rain 
consists of short, tropical rainfalls which are a 
welcome break to warm days, cooling and clearing the 
air. While hikes and treks usually aren’t recommended 
during the green season, there is still plenty to do, 
see and experience – plus travellers enjoy the added 
benefit of fewer crowds and lower rates. For instance, 
many leading hotels promote special green season 
rates by offering a Stay 3 / Pay 2 promotion and other 
attractive discounts, while airlines also offer reduced 
fares.  
 Yangon can be wet during the rainy season, with 
the heaviest rainfall during July and August, however 
upcountry destinations, such as Bagan, Mandalay, 
Kalaw, Inle Lake, the Northern Shan State and Kayah 
see less rain and are particularly alluring during the 
country’s greenest months. 

Where to go during Myanmar’s green season
To make the most of magical Myanmar during the 
green season, go for a tried and tested tour such 
as Diethelm Travel’s recommended 8-Day Classic 
Myanmar group experience that takes travellers to 
the country’s greatest destinations: Yangon, Bagan, 
Mandalay and Inle Lake. 
 Beginning with an arrival in Yangon, the tour truly 
starts the next day by flying to Bagan, famous for its 
thousands of ancient temples. Next, guests move on 

1. It’s greener – The entire country is 
more green and scenic.
2. It’s cheaper – Fewer visitors to the 
country during this time mean lower 
package rates.  
3. It’s cooler – With the rain comes 
refreshingly cooler temperatures during 
both the day and night. 
4. It helps the community – Locals 
working in the tourism industry can earn 
a liveable income throughout the year. 
5. It has longer days – Days are 
longer during the green season allowing 
for more daylight for sightseeing.
6. It’s less dusty – During the green 
season the dust disappears. 
7. Its bounty is delicious – Fresh 
tropical fruits and vegetables are ripe 
for the picking providing visitors with an 
authentic taste of Southeast Asia.
8. It offers more accommodation 
and travel options – There’s more 
choice and ample availability of preferred 
hotels, room types, guides, etc.
9. It has fewer crowds – Few other 
tourists at popular sites and attractions, 
airports and restaurants.
10. It’s even more beautiful – 
Myanmar is even more stunning in the 
green season with lush landscapes that 
come to life thanks to the rains.

10 reasons to travel 
in the green season

Special offer
Tour: 8-Day Classic Myanmar group experience
Departure: every Tuesday from Yangon
Duration:    8 Days / 7 Nights, Yangon – Yangon
Hotel Superior: up to 20% discount
Yangon         Eastern Hotel 
Mandalay     Shwe InGyinn
Bagan           Shwe Yee Pwint
Inle                Paradise Nyaung Shwe
Hotel Deluxe: up to 22% discount
Yangon         Sule Shangri La  
Mandalay     Mandalay Hill
Bagan           Tharabar Gate
Inle                Sanctum

Don’t miss!

DISCOVER THE GOLDEN LAND AT ITS FINEST WITH CHEAPER RATES AND MORE FLEXIBILITY

WHEN TO TRAVEL

Myanmar
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exclusive cycling in Burma
CYCLE THROUGH MYANMAR’S MOST REMOTE REGIONS

CYCLING TOUR

The picturesque countryside of Myanmar’s the Shan 
State is a photographer’s dream. In every season, 
the fields change colours and are accented by local 
farmers from various ethnic communities going about 
their work.  
 Beginning and departing from Heho, the vigorous 
7-day Shan and Kayah Adventure Cycling journey 
travels through Pindaya, Kalaw, Pinlaung, Loikaw, 
Sagar and Inle Lake passing through idyllic farmlands, 
villages, pine forests, hills and open plains. 
 Throughout the adventure, guests will discover 
not only the picturesque landscapes of Myanmar’s 
Shan State, with plenty of time to take stunning 
photos, but also some of the region’s most unique 
sites, people and history, such as the Buddha-filled 
Shwe Oo Min Caves, the former British Hill Station of 
Kalaw, and Danu or Pa-Oh farmers in their traditional 
costumes. With nightly hotel accommodation and all 
meals included, guests can completely focus on the 
ride and simply enjoy taking it all in.
 On the fourth day, after breakfast at a small local 
tea shop, cyclists travel from Pinlaung by both bike 
and car crossing into the Kayah State to the sleepy 
capital of Loikaw. Known for its beautiful hill scenery 
and unique pagodas on top of large boulders, Kayah 
State is also home to a number of different ethnic 
tribes including the Kayan who are known for the 
women of the tribe wearing piled coils around their 
necks to create an elongated look. 
 The next morning, the group leaves the Kayah 
State and re-enters Shan State, doubling back around 
20 kilometres on the same road before looping 

around the south of Inle Lake at a village called Sagar. 
After lunch, guests board a boat for a scenic ride to 
Nyaung Shwe, the jumping-off point to Inle Lake. 
 The sixth day starts off with cycling from the hotel 
down the lake’s eastern shores for a 15-kilometre ride 
to Mine Thauk or further to Nam Pan village. From 
here, the cyclists board a boat to take in the main sites 
of iconic Inle Lake before returning to Nyaung Shwe 
for a farewell dinner. 

Authentic Accommodation 
Throughout the journey guests stay in a range of 
comfortable accommodation that fits in with the 
surroundings such as Inle Sanctuary at Phayartaung, a 
sustainable ecolodge located by the unexplored Sakar 
Lake just south of Inle Lake. Each of the property’s 
lodges has been built to the highest standards using 
traditional and locally sourced materials such as 
hardwood and bamboo. Guests can look out over the 
lotus-filled lake from loungers on the outside deck - 
the perfect place to enjoy the scenery at any time of 
the day!

Getting Started
Travellers must fly to Heho Airport to begin the 7-day 
adventure, which includes boat trips in Nyaung Shwe 
and Inle Lake.

Contact leisure@mm.diethelmtravel.com for 
price starting from USD 2,000 per person with 
minimum 2 persons. 

Asia’s rural regions are often best explored on bicycle allowing travellers a chance to take in the 
scenery at a leisurely pace while being more immersed in the local life. On two wheels and with the 
open road ahead there’s no telling where the adventure may lead.  Ranging from half-day excursions 
to multi-day explorations, there’s a cycling experience for every time frame, budget and ability. Set along Borneo’s beautiful western coastline, the Diethelm Distinctive Borneo Coastal Day Ride allows 

travellers to leisurely cycle on quiet roads lined with coconut trees, explore long stretches of beaches 
around Sempadi and even participate in local farming activities. The fully-supported cycling day tour 
offers a unique insight into the region’s way of life and helps to directly support the local community’s 

economy.

EXPLORE COASTAL WONDERS ON THIS NEW BICYCLE TOUR

After an early morning pickup, guests are transferred 
about 45 minutes to the Matang area on the outskirts 
of Kuching. From there, it’s onto the bicycles to start 
the ride following the long coastline dotted with 
isolated beaches and peat swamp forest. While 
there are a few hills at the beginning of the ride, the 
subsequent roads are flat with frequent wooden and 
steel bridges crossing crocodile-infested estuaries.
 At one such crossing, a daily ferry is still in service 
and guests cycle directly onto the unique car ferry 
to pass the one of the widest crossing in Sempadi 
together with the local farmers and fishermen.
 Once on the other side, guests ride past sleepy 
fishing kampongs (villages) facing the South China Sea. 
While exploring the traditional villages, guests have 
the opportunity to discover various cottage industries 
still alive and well in the kampongs, learn about the 
fishing methods used by the fishermen and watch 
builders constructing wooden fishing boats using 
traditional techniques.
 During low tide, guests might be able to ride on 
windswept beaches for an excellent opportunity 
to spot a large variety of wetland and coastal birds, 
including migratory birds temporarily residing in 
Borneo. From the beach, the ride continues visiting 
local papaya, coconut and bee farms dotted along 
the coastal road. With permission from the farmer, 
guests can participate in harvesting activities such as 
coconut de-husking as well as taste some of the fresh 
produce.

The laidback ride finishes in the final destination of 
Kampong Sempadi with a simple yet satisfying home-
cooked lunch featuring seasonal fresh catches made 
by the local fishermen that morning. After lunch and 
relaxing at the kampong, guests are transferred back 
to their hotels in Kuching’s city centre. 
 
Benefiting the local community
While the ride is certainly beautiful, a key component 
of this cycling tour is that all Diethelm Travel’s contacts 
are local. 
 For food and drinks, we stop by well-run 
restaurants and food stalls that offer real authentic 
local tastes. During the ride, we also make the point 
of purchasing produce from local shops or fruit farms 
rather than buying from city supermarkets. This is 
especially popular with guests during the harvesting 
seasons when roadside fruit stalls overflow with 
tropical delicacies. 
 In the kampongs, we hire local guides to lead 
the visits to the cottage industries or demonstrate 
traditional farming, fishing and boat making 
techniques. We also educate guests on how and 
why choosing locally produced goods and services, 
including souvenirs, crafts, meals and guides, from 
locally owned establishments directly supports the 
community while helping keep traditional crafts and 
independent business owners or artists afloat. 
 
Contact inbound@my.diethelmtravel.com for more 
information of this tour.

cycling in Borneo
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Honeymooning at Shangri-La’s Rasa Ria Resort & Spa
This resort in Kota Kinabalu is pure luxury

Recently, Diethelm Travel Malay-
sia’s Head of Sales, Renee Osman 
and her husband Hafizee, honey-
mooned at the 5-star Shan-
gri-La’s Rasa Ria Resort & Spa, 
Kota Kinabalu and here shares 
what made the stay so special. 
 After wonderful wildlife 

encounters during a river safari experience in Sanda-
kan, my husband and I flew to Kota Kinabalu then con-
tinued on with a 40-minute drive from Kota Kinabalu 
International Airport to the resort. 
 While we were expecting to be impressed, our 
arrival was made even more memorable when we were 
greeted by the friendly concierge and checked into the 
hotel’s finest room in the Premier Ocean Wing. One 
of the largest guestrooms in the region, our private 
sanctuary was tastefully decorated with earthy colours, 
state of the art amenities, a private terrace with a view 
of the sea, and an outdoor bath and day bed. 
 The resort offers a wide range of activities catering 
to all guests but, as we were on honeymoon, we 
wanted to take things slow opting to spend our four 
days taking advantage of access to the private pool and 
jacuzzi, basking under the sun with toes in the sand 

and horse riding at dawn. Our daily pre-dinner cocktails 
and canapes in the garden quickly became our favou-
rite part of the day and after a romantic dinner on our 
first night we returned to our to a special surprise. Our 
outdoor bathtub was filled with warm bubbles and rose 
petals – an indulgent bath at its best! 
 Staying at the Shangri-La’s Rasa Ria, Kota Kinabalu 
was certainly an experience that will last us a lifetime 
and was the perfect start to our life as newlyweds. 
 If you’re not staying at the resort for a romantic 
rendezvous there is still plenty to enjoy and explore 
including added day trips such as:
• Rungus Long House Tour – Enjoy a rare 

opportunity to see the lifestyle of the Rungus tribe 
visiting villages that specialise in gong making and 
bee keeping.  

• Full Day Kinabalu Park – Journey to the home of 
Mt. Kinabalu and more than 1,000 varieties of wild 
orchids, Rhododendrons, insect-eating plants and 
more. 

• Full Day Kinabalu Park, Jungle Trail and Canopy 
Walk – Spend the day visiting Kinabalu Park, Poring 
Hot Springs and venturing along a canopy walkway 
built 40 metres above the ground for a bird’s eye 
view of the rainforest.  
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BHUTAN
7-DAY BEST OF BHUTAN

Highlights
• Receive a traditional welcome “khadar” scarf 

upon arrival
• Visit Motithang Takin Preserve
• Hike to Taktsang Monastery (Tiger’s Nest) on a 

cliff 800 metres above the Paro Valley
• Marvel at Kuensel Phodrang, a 160-foot 

Buddha statue
• Cook local cuisine such as ‘ema datsi’, Bhutan’s 

national dish
• Learn the basics of thangka painting
• See the impressive Punakha Dzong
• Relax in hot stone baths known as ‘dotsho’

TOUR CODE: BOB07
Starting from price: USD 1,440 per person on twin/double 
sharing basis

MYANMAR
7-DAY RELIVING THE BURMESE COLONIAL 
DAYS

Step back in time in the ancient city of Bagan and 
its surroundings to discover how things were 
during the colonial days. 

Highlights 
• Marvel at the temples of Bagan
• Visit the 130-year-old Yokesone Monastery and 

hidden treasures of Salay
• Visit a social enterprise school in Yenanchaung 
• Enjoy stunning views at Popa Mountain 
• Stroll through Yangon to spot colonial heritage 

buildings

TOUR CODE: MMR7RLIV
Starting from price: USD 1,172 per person  (minimum 2 pax)

SINGAPORE
5-DAY 4-NIGHT SINGAPORE-BINTAN ESCAPE 

Spend three nights in Singapore then end the trip 
on Bintan Island. Here glamorous camping amidst a 
lagoon and mangrove swamp provides a wide variety 
of activities including exploring mangroves in a kayak 
or pontoon boat, visiting the 150-year-old National 
Orchid Garden, riding a Jetovator or cable ski, and 
even ATV adventures.

TOUR CODE: INBTGLM
Starting from price: USD 1,206 per person on twin sharing basis

HONG KONG
SAI KUNG - THE BACK GARDEN OF HONG KONG

Known as the “Back Garden” of Hong Kong, Sai Kung 
is located in the New Territories renowned for its 
beautiful scenery and quaint fishing villages.

Highlights
• Ride the Mass Transit Railway (MTR) to Tseung Kwan O 
• Sample Michelin-starred dim sum 
• Take a double decker bus for a scenic ride along Sai 

Kung peninsula to Sai Kung Old Town

TOUR CODE: HKGVTSKT
Starting from price: USD 114 (minimum 2 pax)

LAOS
5-DAY SOUTHERN LAO EXPLORER

Highlights
• Cruise down the Mekong in a traditional longtail 

boat to discover the former royal capital of 
Champasak and pre-Angkorian Vat Phu temple

• Explore Siphandone, the 4,000 Islands, visiting 
Done Det, Done Som, Done Khong, and Don Daeng 
islands

• Stop at Tad Moun Waterfall and Mystic Mountain 
Coffee Farm

• Visit Laven Village, Tad Maihear waterfalls and Tad 
Lor

TOUR CODE: SLE5
Starting from price: $867 per person based on twin/double sharing 
basis

CHINA
6-DAY NATURAL ZHANGJIAJIE 
Explore some of China’s most striking natural settings 
and environmental wonders during this 6-day journey 
around Zhangjiajie. Known for its forest-covered 
mountains, preserved ancient cities and picturesque 
valleys, the region is home to awe-inspiring beauty. 
Throughout the tour, experience unique destinations 
like Tianman Mountain, Tianzi Mountain, Baofeng 
Lake, Fenghuang Ancient City and more.

TOUR CODE: CNZHJJ06 
Starting from price: USD 1,200 per person based on minimum 2 pax

SRI LANKA
DISCOVER THE ARCHITECTURE OF 
GEOFFREY BAWA

Geoffrey Bawa is considered one of Asia’s most 
important and influential architects of the 20th 
century. A unique feature of his architectural style is 
that it erases the boundaries of ‘outside’ and ‘inside’ 
for living and working spaces.

Highlights
• Travel through exotic landscapes and visit 

Lunuganga Estate, the country home of the late 
Bawa 

• Spend the night at the Anantara Kalutara Resort, 
the most recently completed of Bawa’s project

• Stop at Sigiriya Rock Fortress
• Visit Kandy, home of Sri Dalada Maligawa
• End in the vibrant capital to explore Bawa’s 

Colombo abode, Number 11 

TOUR CODE: PR1631
Starting from price: USD 955 per person based on 2 person sharing

MALDIVES
UNDERWATER SCOOTER EXPERIENCE IN MALÉ 

Ride in a single or double scooter to enjoy 
magnificent views of the Maldives’ watery world.   
No diving or swimming skills required!

Highlights
• The scooter dock picks up guests from Malé 

then takes them to the best spots to see the 
underwater world

• No diving certification, attached gear or 
previous experience required

• Travel at speeds of up to 2 km/hour below the 
surface of the sea

TOUR CODE: EXMVUWSC
Starting from price: USD 120 per person

VIETNAM
9-DAY VIETNAM GOURMET JOURNEY

Experience highly regarded restaurants and 
cooking schools along with some must-see cultural 
highlights.

Highlights
• Enjoy “pho” noodle soup as well a traditional 

Vietnamese coffee or tea
• Take a cooking class at Vietnam Cookery Centre 

and at Hanoi Cooking Centre 
• Stroll through the Ben Thanh area, known for its 

street food
• Savour fresh cuisine while cruising in Halong Bay

TOUR CODE: SGNDSCEV
Starting from price: USD 1,625 per person based on 2 persons

MALAYSIA
SECRET HIDEAWAY IN A NATURE RETREAT 

Stay in a homestay located in the hills and forest 
reserve near Taiping Perak. Enjoy all that nature 
has to offer on your own, with no other guests or 
groups staying at the homestay during your special 
retreat

2 days / 1 night package includes:
• 1 breakfast, 2 lunches, 1 tea session
• 1 BBQ dinner (riverside) 
• Tour to 1 waterfall
• Unlimited snacks, tea, coffee, mineral water
• Local fruits depending on availability
3 days / 2 nights package includes:
• 2 breakfasts, 3 lunches, 2 tea sessions
• 2 dinners including 1 BBQ dinner at the riverside
• Tour to 2 waterfalls
• Unlimited snacks, tea, coffee, mineral water
• Local fruits depending on availability

TOUR CODE: KULDM3DUTR
Starting from price: USD 348 per person (minimum 4 pax)

THAILAND
FULL DAY MARKET & COMMUNITY LIFESTYLES

Highlights
• Travel to the iconic Mae Klong railway market 
• Learn about producing palm sugar
• Experience Damnoen Saduak floating market 
• Sample flavoured sticky rice cooked inside a 

bamboo tube (khao lam)
• Enjoy a guided tour of a local orchard then try 

your hand in the kitchen whipping up tasty Thai 
food for lunch

TOUR CODE: EXBFDBPC
Starting from price: USD 142 per person (minimum 2 pax) 

CAMBODIA
10-DAY FEEL & RIDE CAMBODIA

 Highlights:
• Travel through Phnom Penh, Battambang, 

Banteay Chhmar and Siem Reap 
• Take a tuk tuk to visit Phnom Penh’s popular 

sites 
• Interact with local communities 
• Head to Banteay Chhmar Community-Based 

Tourism centre for a homestay
• Spend a morning at Angkor and enjoy a 

tethered ballon ride for a bird’s eye view
• Explore Tonle Sap
• Experience Phare, The Cambodian Circus

TOUR CODE: PNHDPCAD 
Starting from price: USD 1,372 

PHILIPPINES
4-DAY QUEST FOR THE PHILIPPINES’ 
GOLDEN PEARL

Highlights
• Travel from Manila to two incredible tropical 

islands: the pristine private Flower Island in 
Palawan and El Nido 

• Visit a pearl farm and learn about the 
Philippines’ National Gem, the Golden Pearl, 
which is the rarest pearl in the world

• Leisurely explore the islands, swim, snorkel or 
simply laze on the beach

TOUR CODE: PH4QPGP 
Starting from price: USD 700 per person based on minimum 2 pax

WHAT’S NEW
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How long have you been working with us?

I can’t believe it, but it’s been almost 18 years since      
I started. I worked as a permanent driver for over ten 
years and was often assigned to drive Diethelm VIP 
clientele when they visited Hanoi. 
 Born in Hanoi, I know my way around the city 
better than anyone and, after listening to the guides 
I worked with, I learned a lot about Hanoi’s famous 
attractions on the job. Diethelm Travel helped me to 
fulfil my dream of being a guide by sponsoring me 
for intensive tour guide training. Four years after 
receiving my Tour Guide License, I am now one of the 
company’s most sought-after English-speaking tour 
guides. 

Can you tell us more about working with 
Diethelm Travel Vietnam?

I first applied for a position because of the company’s 
reputation and work culture. Even my wife and family 
are impressed with Diethelm’s annual company 
outings where we catch up with other colleagues 
and their families. If I had three words to describe 
Diethelm Travel, I would say: Reliable, Caring, Superior.

Why did you want to become a travel guide?

It’s the best job in the world! I can earn while I learn, 
inspire others and help them create happy holiday 
memories. I love meeting people from all over the 
world and showing them the beauty of my beloved 
country. 

A DAY IN THE LIFE

Vietnam

A veteran of the Diethelm Travel Vietnam team, Tran Ngoc Anh started out as a driver and is 
now an English-speaking guide welcoming guests to the colourful country. 

What makes a good professional tour guide in 
your opinion?

Lots of charisma! Charisma can come naturally, but it 
can also come with practice. A tour guide must also be 
super organised and practical, but most importantly, 
he has to be able to “read” the room. 

Where is your favourite off-the-beaten-track 
place in Vietnam?

The Northern Vietnam Off-the-Beaten-Track is 
incredible. The western mountains of Thanh Hoa 
province and the Pu Luong Natural Reserve have 
long had great potential for developing community-
based eco tours, but poor roads made this area 
less accessible to international travellers. Now it’s 
connected to tourist hubs plus there has been more 
investment in improving homestay standards and 
building new eco-lodges. This area gives you all of 
Vietnam’s best landscapes in one place: magnificent 
mountain ranges, stunning terraced rice fields, 
scenic rivers and plunging waterfalls. You’ll also find 
traditional villages inhabited by Vietnam’s ethnic 
minority peoples who still retain their unique cultural 
heritage and way of living.
 Pu Luong Retreat is the first eco-lodge of its 
kind in this area and a starting point for daily tours. 
Spending 2-4 days here allows you to take advantage 
of activities like hiking through terraced rice fields, 
bamboo rafting along the waterwheels on Cham 
River, kayaking on the hidden Nua River or cycling on 
thrilling trails. 

 Besides the new lodge, homestays in Don 
Village, Huou Village, or Kho Muong Village are also 
nice places to stay during long treks. These can be 
combined with a stay at Pu Luong Retreat for those 
who want to plan longer stays.
 Some guests venture on to either Mai Chau or 
Ninh Binh after visiting Pu Luong, while others head to 
the coastal districts of Thanh Hoa Province, or cross 
the border to Laos at Nam Can border gate.

What do you do when travelling long hours 
with guests? How do you keep the guests, and 
yourself, entertained?

I share details on everything from history to 
architecture, culture to cuisine. I do my best to read 
the client’s mind and tailor my approach, which 
can actually sometimes be silence and simply 
contemplating the scenery outside. I’m also not afraid 
of showing my enthusiasm, helping my guests to 
experience the culture and sights like a local. 

What route around Vietnam is your personal 
favourite?

The scenic route from Hanoi to Sapa, passing through 
Mai Chau, Hua Tat and Mu Cang Chai along the way. 
The itinerary offers a chance to experience the life of 
ethnic minority peoples in the remote mountainous 
areas of northwest Vietnam. The best travelling period 
is from the beginning of August when the terraced 
rice fields start to change colour, to the second week 
of September when the fields are golden and ready to 
harvest.

What kind of activities do you think would be 
popular in the next two years in Vietnam?                    

I’m guessing homestays will remain popular. As 
there is an increasing demand for authentic, cultural 

experiences, just seeing how locals live – sharing the 
food that they cook, and appreciating the beauty of 
the landscape without interruptions – is one of the 
highlights of any Vietnam trip.

What are the tourist activities your guests are 
most interested in, and where do they like to 
visit?

Vietnam has something for everyone. Half of my 
guests are history and culture enthusiasts and 
are fascinated by the country’s ruins and pagodas. 
Most guests fall in love with the Vietnamese lifestyle 
while visiting hilltribes and farmers in the north, or 
fishing villages in the middle and southern regions 
of the country. Many of the families I travel with pick 
beach holidays as they’re the perfect combination of 
enjoying the sun and the sea while learning about new 
cultures.
  

We heard you are a dog breeder - can you tell us 
more about it?

I started out by raising a German Shepherd in 1996. 
Breeding dogs takes time, patience, a great willingness 
to learn, the ability to be humble, and sometimes a 
little luck.

How do you manage your time working with 
Diethelm and as also as a dog breeder?

Running a dog breeding business isn’t easy. It requires 
a significant investment of time and effort as well as 
money for dogs, licensing and veterinarian care. I am 
lucky to have my lovely wife help me out while I am on 
tour with Diethelm. She loves taking care of the dogs 
and helps to teach them basic obedience commands. 
Two of my daughters take turns walking the dogs 
every day. At our house, we make sure that we shower 
our dogs with lots of love and affection!

being a tour guide in Vietnam
TRAN NGOC ANH SHARES WHAT IT’S LIKE WORKING AND LIVING IN VIETNAM
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Though nearby Thailand, Cambodia and 
Vietnam are more popular destinations 
and tend to bask in the limelight, Laos 
also boasts a diversity of cultures, natural 

splendour, delicious cusine and friendly people, but 
all without the crowds.

The Significance of the Mekong 
The Mekong is the lifeline of Laos. Originating in the 
Yunnan province of China, the majestic river forms the 
border of the Golden Triangle countries, meandering 
through Laos before feeding into the Mekong Delta 
in southern Vietnam. In a landlocked country, this 
river marked a historic trading route, vital means of 
transportation and communication, and source of 
life. Known as the “Sea of Laos,” the Mekong has been 
worshipped for thousands of years and still offers 

one of the most enticing ways to travel through the 
country.
 A river cruise is a fantastic opportunity to discover 
the sights and splendours of the Mekong, and a 
chance to get to know Southeast Asia more intimately 
by exploring its less easily-travelled parts.

The Vat Phou Cruise
The Vat Phou Cruise is a three-day journey along 
the Mekong on an elegant river barge that’s been 
beautifully renovated into a floating wooden hotel.
 “The boat itself dates back to the French 
Indochina period when it was used to transport teak 
wood from Vientiane to Southern Laos. The ship 
has been expertly restored and remodelled into a 
12-cabin boat that offers guests the chance to visit the 
key sites of southern Laos,” says Walsh.
 From the comfort of this riverboat, guests take 
in the quiet magic of Laos travelling through Pakse, 
Champassak, Don Khone and the 4,000 Islands.
 From Pakse, the journey begins by longtail boats 
which flit across the river and navigate rapids to bring 
guests to the UNESCO World Heritage-listed Vat Phou, 
a pre-Angkorian 10th century temple and the boat’s 
namesake. Here visitors enjoy lunch and a guided tour 
of the mysterious temple – an auspicious start to the 
journey. As dusk falls, guests board the Vat Phou to 
begin their cruise. Dinner is served onboard as the 
tropical sunset casts a glow on the upper decks.
 “The food is delicious, featuring varied Lao-
inspired cuisine with options for every traveller,” says 
Walsh.
 On the second day of the voyage, guests visit 
the spectacular hidden forest temple of Oum Moung 
before exploring the wild areas of the 4,000 Islands. 
A stop at Khong Island at Ban Dua Tia is a chance to 
visit a traditional Laotian village and catch a glimpse of 
rural life almost untouched by the changing of times.

 The experience comes to an end in Ban Veuthong 
where longtail boats take guests to Don Khone to visit 
the colourful homes and customs post built by French 
colonists. After lunch, the itinerary concludes with a 
visit to the Khong Pha Pheng waterfall, the “Niagara of 
the East”, close to the Cambodian border.
 “Vat Phou Cruise is one of the most romantic and 
unique touring options in southern Laos,” believes 
Walsh. “To make the experience even more special, 
make sure to request one of the top floor cabins as 
they are a bit more spacious!”
 The Vat Phou Cruise travels the Mekong year-
round except for the month of June. Offering journeys 
both up and down the river, the itinerary differs 
slightly each way for a unique experience. To learn 
more, contact us at sales@diethelmtravel.com.

Originally from Australia, 
Georgie Walsh first moved 
to Laos in 2009 on a 
writing assignment and 
immediately fell in love 
with the country’s peaceful 

charm, beautiful people and unbridled 
wilderness. Before becoming the General 
Manager of Diethelm Travel Laos, she worked 
for a leading DMC as a product manager and 
also represented various hotels, restaurants 
and travel products in Luang Prabang. 
Georgie is passionate about Southeast Asia, 
especially Laos, and still enjoys exploring the 
country in her spare time. One of her go-to 
recommendations for travellers is experiencing 
the Vat Phou Cruise…

RIVER JOURNEY

Laos

cruising through history 
EXCLUSIVE EXPERIENCES ON THE MEKONG RIVER TAKE EXPLORERS BACK IN TIME 

Fast facts

Duration: Roundtrip 3-day, 2-night all -inclusive 
package from Pakse
Departure: 
1 April - 30 September: every Tuesday and 
Saturday
1 October - 31 March: every Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday
Tip: This is the only cruise of its kind operating in
Southern Laos
Can this be combined with other tours?:
Yes, it can be combined as an extension to 5-Day 
Classic Lao Experience
Contact: sales@diethelmtravel.com

Heritage Line, a luxury boutique river cruise line, crafts artisan voyages on Southeast Asia’s most prestigious waterways. 
Their cruises of various lengths promise a medley of experiences, including local culture and encounters, enchanting sceneries, hidden places, 
adventure and historical site. The collection comprises six luxurious vessels. Meticulous attention to design, well-de�ned space and intimacy, and 
heartfelt on board hospitality characterize the ships’ ambiance. 

Anawrahta – the ultra-luxe �agship - sails on Myanmar’s Ayeyarwady and Chindwin rivers, transporting guests back to a bygone era. On the Me -
kong River in Vietnam and Cambodia, The Jahan is a matchless vessel with a unique British-Colonial Indian theme. The brother ship 
Jayavarman captivates guests with its French-Colonial design and local arts. At the UNESCO World Heritage Site, Halong Bay in Vietnam, 

this mesmerising seascape. 

www.heritage-line.com

V IETNAM C AMBODIA M YANMAR
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One of the best ways to get to know 
a culture is by sampling its cuisine, 
and a cooking class offers the chance 
to become even more intimately 

acquainted. A great experience for seasoned chefs 
and amateur foodies alike, a local cooking course 
might just be your favourite quiet moment on an 
action-packed tour through Cambodia.

Cambodian cuisine shares many flavours with that of 
its better-known Southeast Asian cousins, Thailand and 
Vietnam. Lemongrass, galangal (a particularly aromatic 
variety of ginger), fish sauce and coconut milk might be 
well-known ingredients, but Khmer cuisine makes its own 
twist on otherwise familiar curries and stir-fries. Because 
Cambodia is crisscrossed with rivers, freshwater fish is 
also prominently featured in local dishes.
 For a special experience, try a cooking course taught 
by the chefs at the luxurious Angkor Village Resort in 
Siem Reap. This half-day class begins at the famous 
Siem Reap Old Market where one of the knowledgeable 
chefs walks guests through the vibrant maze of stalls 
to purchase some of the ingredients to be used in the 

One can’t head to Hong Kong without sampling the 
renowned dim sum. Meaning ‘touch your heart’ and 
with as many as 150 items on a restaurant menu, 
and 2,000 in the entire range, it is a challenge to not 
find dim sum you love. Cantonese people tend to 
avoid fried foods early in the day, so steamed dishes 
dominate most dim sum menus. 

Along with the steamed specialties, there are also snack-
sized portions of pan-fried, deep-fried and baked foods 
served in bamboo containers, which are designed to be 
eaten communally and all are washed down with tea. 
Hence, going for dim sum is known as yum cha, which 
literally means ‘drinking tea.’ Usually a brunch or lunch 
affair, going out for dim sum is a common practice for 
families, co-workers and other group get-togethers.
 Today, dim sum restaurants come in all shapes 
and sizes, from traditional to innovative. In the large 
mid-priced eateries where in the midst of boisterous 
conversations you will see multiple generations gather 
around the table for a no-nonsense family feed and office 
workers enjoying a short but effective break from the 
daily grind. When you enter a restaurant, let the waiter 
know how many people are in your group, be seated, 
decide on what type of tea you want, order your dim sum 
and enjoy a quintessential Hong Kong meal!
 Experiencing dim sum is an essential part of 
experiencing Hong Kong and a number of Diethelm’s 
“Go Local” excursions include stops to savour the local 
favourites. Try the Central & Sheung Wan Foodie Tour, 
A Kaleidoscope of Old Town Central or the Back Garden 
of Hong Kong tour where you will have a chance to 
experience a variety of dim sum at the Michelin-starred 
Tim Ho Wan restaurant, reputed to be the “dim sum 
specialist” and also one of the cheapest Michelin-starred 
restaurants in the world!

Delicious dining in Singapore doesn’t have to cost a 
fortune. In fact, the second edition of MICHELIN Guide 
Singapore’s Bib Gourmand awards released last June 
recognises outstanding eateries – most of which are 
street food – offering quality cuisine at a maximum price 
of just SGD 45. With 38 Bib Gourmand awardees across 
the island, it’s possible to eat well for less.

Known as the definitive guide to the world’s best dining 
experiences, Michelin inspectors dine out anonymously 
rating their experience based on:
1. Quality of the products
2. Mastery of flavour and cooking techniques
3. The personality of the chef in their cuisine
4. Value for money
5. Consistency between visits
 The Bib Gourmand awards are determined by the 
same inspectors who look for restaurants that serve high 
quality food at a price where diners can affordably order 
two courses and a glass of wine or dessert.
 Twenty street food eateries that made the Singapore 
list range from shops selling noodle soups and seafood 
to Chinese-style barbecue and even Indian biryani. A 
couple of the most sought-after spots that have made 
the lauded list two times in a row include Tiong Bahru 
Hainanese Chicken Rice, serving up one of Singapore’s 
national dishes in Tiong Bahru Market, and J2 Crispy 
Curry Puff in the Amoy Street Market.
 Additionally, Singapore’s Bib Gourmand-recognised 
restaurants span everything from Peranakan and 
Cantonese favourites to Thai, French and Japanese 
cuisine, including the highly popular Man Man Japanese 
Unagi Restaurant by Chef Teppei Yamashita.
 Heading to Singapore soon? The complete Bib 
Gourmand list, along with all the 38 Michelin-starred 
restaurants can be found at https://guide.michelin.sg.

dishes and sample local fruits and produce.
 The cooking class then takes place at the Angkor 
Village Resort’s well-appointed classroom where a chef 
and guide demonstrate techniques and carefully instruct 
guests on how to prepare chosen dishes. Each menu 
features the best flavours of Cambodia and includes an 
appetiser, main course and dessert.
 Students can try their hand at making fresh spring 
rolls with shrimp and pork, baking traditional fish amok 
wrapped in banana leaves or stirring together a sweet 
and savoury chicken curry before enjoying the fruits 
of their labour for lunch and relaxing in the tranquil 
surroundings of the lush, green resort.
 Inspired by traditional Cambodian villages, the design 
of the tropical Angkor Village Resort and Spa is timeless. 
Located between Siem Reap and Angkor Wat, the resort 
features beautiful grounds and gardens and is well 
known for its onsite restaurant, Aarama, which serves up 
fine Indochinese cuisine.
 The cooking classes are open to the public and offer 
a great chance to experience the luxury of the resort 
while connecting with local culture through the fun and 
tasty medium of food.

RECIPE

how to make bok svay
Bok svay is a pounded green mango 
salad that’s usually served with dried 
fish or prawns. The sourness of the 
green mango is contrasted by the 
saltiness of the fish sauce, all accented 
with a heavy dose of garlic – one of 
the most prominent ingredients in 
Cambodian cooking! Try adding a 
handful of chillies the real local flavour.

ingredients:
1 green mango, peeled and shredded
1-5 bird’s eye chillies, julienned (hold the 
seeds for less spice)
3-4 cloves of garlic, skin removed
1 tablespoon fish sauce

directions:
1. With a mortar and pestle, pound the 
garlic and desired amount of chillies. 
2. Add half of the shredded green 
mango followed by the fish sauce. 
Continue pounding, using a spoon or 
fork to periodically stir the ingredients.
3. Add the remaining green mango and 
lightly pound to combine. 
4. Scoop out of the mortar and serve 
with your choice of cooked meat and 
steamed rice. Enjoy!

FOODIE TIPS

JUDY LUMYVONNE WONG

Khmer kitchen
THE UNIQUE FLAVOURS OF CAMBODIAN CUISINE IN AN INTIMATE COOKING CLASS

Hong Kong’s local delicacy has worldwide appeal 38 Bib Gourmand-awarded eateries offer incredible – 
affordable - cuisine

savour Singapore delicious dim sum 

Steamed shrimp dumpling - Shrimp 
wrapped in a thinly rolled piece of 
translucent wheat dough often including 
a small amount of finely chopped 
bamboo shoots and pork. 

Siu mai - The typical Cantonese dim 
sum variant of this dumpling consists 
of ground pork, shrimp, shiitake 
mushrooms, green onions and ginger 
wrapped in thin wheat dough, then 
seasoned with Chinese rice wine, soy 
sauce and sesame oil, and garnished 
with crab roe.

Barbecued pork bun - Tender, sweet, 
slow-roasted pork tenderloin seasoned 
in oyster sauce and encased in a soft 
white bun.

what to try
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PUNAKHA DZONG,
BHUTAN
Built by the founder of the 
Bhutanese state in 1637, 
this stunning building 
is known as Puntang 
Dechen Phodrang Dzong 
or the Palace of Great 
Bliss.

BOTANIC GARDEN, 
SINGAPORE
Once a mere pleasure 
garden for British 
colonials, this tropical 
botanic garden is now a 
scientific institution and 
conservation centre.

SUKHOTHAI, 
THAILAND 
The Historic Town of 
Sukhothai and Associated 
Historic Towns are the 
physical remains of the 
first Kingdom of Siam and 
were once key political, 
administrative and 
religious centres.

VAT PHOU, LAOS
Located on an auspicious 
site along the Mekong 
River, this Pre-Angkorian 
temple is a well-preserved 
gem of the Champasak 
cultural landscape.

THE GREAT WALL, 
CHINA
More than just a military 
defence, this iconic wall is 
a testament to the might 
and majesty of ancient 
Chinese rulers with some 
parts dating back to the 
3rd century BC.

PYU ANCIENT CITIES, 
MYANMAR
These ancient cities were 
critical to the introduction 
of Buddhism to Southeast 
Asia, and were some of 
the first and longest-lived 
city-states along the 
Irrawaddy River.

RICE TERRACES OF 
THE PHILIPPINE 
CORDILLERAS, 
PHILIPPINES 
An expression of sacred 
traditions, the high rice 
field landscapes of the 
Ifugao represent harmony 
between mankind and the 
environment. 

HISTORIC CENTRE OF 
MACAU, HONG KONG
A port governed by the 
Portuguese from the 
mid-16th century until 
1999, the historic centre 
of Macau is a unique 
meeting of Eastern and 
Western influences.

HALONG BAY, 
VIETNAM
A spectacular seascape of 
jungle-topped limestone 
pillars, the 1,600 or so 
islands and islets of the 
bay are home to rich 
tropical biodiversity. 

GOLDEN TEMPLE OF 
DAMBULLA, SRI LANKA
This monastery is one of 
the largest and best-
preserved cave-temple 
complexes in Sri Lanka 
and has been a sacred 
pilgrimage site for 22 
centuries.

KINABALU PARK, 
MALAYSIA
Located in Sabah, this 
geologically unique and 
biologically diverse park 
is overlooked by Mount 
Kinabalu, the highest peak 
between the Himalayas 
and New Guinea.

ANGKOR 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
PARK, CAMBODIA
This site is home to the 
ruins and crumbling 
temples of the ancient 
Khmer Empire and is one 
of the most important 
archaeological sites in 
Southeast Asia.

world wonders
EXPLORE ASIA’S DIVERSITY THROUGH ITS UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITES

UNESCO, or the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation, protects cultural and natural heritage sites and traditions considered to be of outstanding 
value to humanity. With dozens of significant sites across Asia, there are always more to explore!
 

Hidden high in the 
Himalayan foothills, Bhutan 
has always been a relatively 
isolated kingdom. For many 
years, this was official policy, 
and even today tourism is 
heavily controlled. In 
exchange for a little extra 
trip planning and budgeting, 
however, travellers benefit 
from true cultural authentici-
ty and pristine landscapes.

In this land, Buddhism flourishes 
and guides every aspect of daily 
life. Whether visiting an ancient 
monastery or even just wander-
ing the streets, one can find 
locals walking meditatively with 
their ropes of prayer beads. 
Buddhism in Bhutan is not a 
religion - it’s a way of life.

One of the most popular times of 
year to visit Bhutan is in the fall 
when annual religious festivals 
known as Tschechus are in full 
swing. These gatherings are a 
special chance for people to 
gather and dress in their finest 
traditional garb. While you will 
see dancing and merrymaking, 
including the unique mask 
dances for which this country is 
known, this is essentially a 
religious ceremony and an 
important part of Bhutanese life.

Buddhism permeates the culture, 
and you can even see it in the 
monastic influences in the architec-
ture of its traditional and administra-
tive buildings. Buddhism first came 
to this land from Nepal but here it 
took on its own flavour and flair – the 
tantric traditions are especially 
notable. Similarly, other cultural 
influences from Tibet, China and 
India to the southwest find their own 
unique expression in Bhutan. In 
Bhutanese dress, for example, men’s 
traditional ghos are kimono-like 
wrapped jackets, bearing similarity to 
styles once prevalent across the 
region, and you can almost imagine 
the women of Bangladesh or Burma 
wearing similar woven skirts as those 
seen in the streets of Bhutan. While 
neighbouring countries also enjoy 
their chillies, the Bhutanese have 
taken this fiery condiment to another 
level. Here it is considered a 
vegetable and a primary ingredient in 
food! Bhutan is, in some ways a living 
museum, highlighting the rich history 
and distinctive cultures of the region.

In addition to its cultural wealth, 
Bhutan is blessed with rich ecology. 
The mountainous nation boasts 
well-protected biodiversity and forest 
cover, an uncommon win for Mother 
Nature, and a blessing for the 
fortunate few who get to experience 
this unsullied environment. Bhutan is 
a land of scenic vistas, precipitously 
placed monasteries and towering 
mountain tops. While trekking is a 
popular activity for travellers, many 
highlands still remain unexplored and 
their lofty peaks unclimbed. Peaks 
such as Mount Jhomolhari or Jitchu 
Drake are off-limits as they are the 
abode of deities and spirits, another 
testament to Bhutan’s commitment 
to conservation. Whether it's rafting 
down crystal clear, glacier-fed rivers 
or trekking through lush, virgin 
forests, however, Bhutan offers a one 
of a kind experience for travellers 
seeking adventure in an unspoilt and 
unexplored environment.

While history, traditions and 
landscapes are treasured and 
preserved, Bhutan isn’t stuck in 
the past. The country is modernis-
ing, but with great intention. The 
only country to measure gross 
national happiness, Bhutan 
considers more than just the 
economic prosperity of its people. 
Because of this, you will find that 
authenticity, that ever-elusive 
element for which seasoned 
travellers long, is found here in 
spades.

One glimpse at Bhutan’s pristine 
landscapes and rich cultural 
heritage tells you all you need to 
know about why this country is 
often referred to as Shangri-la. 
With only one airport and few 
roads in and out of the country, 
the road to Bhutan is truly the 
one less travelled, beckoning 
travellers with its majesty and 
mystery.

4
Take the road less 
travelled to a land 

seldom seen

Get to know a 
rich Buddhist history

Discover a unique blend 
of arts, architecture

and culture
Explore magnificent 

mountainous landscapes
Travel to a country 

with a soul

The Land of the Thunder Dragon is calling 

5 reasons to visit 
Bhutan 

1
2 3 5

The Land of the Thunder Dragon is calling 

DID YOU KNOW?
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Memoire Siem Reap Hotel is a luxurious artistic 4-star property, 
designed and developed in Khmer contemporary art concept, epitomizes 

the Cambodian culture and charm. The design, from façade to interior, 
every corner is gracefully decorated with different art piece to mesmerize 

your mind in the garden of desire.

Built with a unique Cambodian state-of-the-art concept combining subtle 
elegance and artistry, the Memoire d’Angkor provides an oasis of comfort 
and relaxation, and continues its legacy journey to provide its guests with 

the ultimate happy experiences. 

CREATE YOUR EVERLASTING MEMORY HERE!

MEMOIRE D’ANGKORMEMOIRE SIEM REAP HOTEL

P a l a c e  R e s o r t  &  S p a

+855 63 766 588

Phsar Kraoum Road, Vihea Chin Village, Svay 
Dangkum Commune, Siem Reap, Cambodia.

www.memoirepalace.com
experience@memoirepalace.com

SIEM REAP HOTEL

N AT I O N A L  R O A D  6  |  S I E M  R E A P  |  C A M B O D I A

(855) 063 963 568 / 69 212 888
experience@memoiresiemreaphotel.com
www.memoiresiemreaphotel.com
No.545 National Road No. 6 Siem Reap
Kingdom of Cambodia

+855 63 766 999
experience@memoiredangkor.com
www.memoiredangkor.com
No.54, Sivatha boulevard (Central City) 
Siem Reap, Cambodia.

www.memoirehotelsresorts.com

“ESCAPE TO A PLACE OF UNPRECEDENTED LUXURY”

Our 88 suites are carefully designed and decorated 
by the renowned Master Artist “Theam”, whose 
artwork is drawn on philosophical, symbolic and 
conceptual foundations of traditional Cambodian 
heritage and culture. Our interior reflects
an amalgamation of sophisticated style, 
historical relic and refined modern technology.

MEMOIRE PALACE RESORT & SPA

WHERE YOUR MEMORIES WILL LAST A LIFETIME !

While the elegant Santiburi Koh Samui 
welcomes guests and groups of 
all kinds, the luxury retreat is a 
particularly popular choice for couples 

wanting to rekindle the romance and keep it burning 
bright. From palatial villas perfect for unwinding 
in total privacy, to inventive dining that excites the 
senses and unique activities designed to spark one’s 
sense of discovery, the resort serves as the ideal place 
for making new memories.  

Grand Reserve Pool Villas
Nineteen brand new Grand Reserve Pool Villas are 
the latest addition to Santiburi Koh Samui’s top-level 
room categories, joining the Grand Deluxe Pool Villas 
and Deluxe Beachfront Villas to extend the resort’s 
premium accommodation choices. 
 Nestled within their own walled tropical 

gardens, each Grand Reserve Pool Villa creates a 
“luxury resort within a resort” offering couples the 
highest possible standards of bespoke comfort and 
discretion. Covering an expansive 250 square metres, 
the private sanctuaries are blessed with private 
pools, contemporary interior design, custom lighting 
schemes and plush designer furnishings, along with a 
“Reserve Host” service that includes in-villa check-in/
out, private spa treatments, concierge services and 
complimentary pre-selected minibar items. 

Reserve Dining 
Guests staying in a Grand Reserve Pool Villa are 
offered a choice of exclusive, romantic meal options 
such as a floating pool brunch, special Thai dishes 
served in the villa and more. A curated in-villa cocktail 
menu and wine list are available for guests to select 
the perfect drinks to pair with their private villa dining. 

Spa Indulgences
Inspired by the ancient capital of Ayutthaya, the 
whimsical Santiburi by Bhawa Spa offers a stylish oasis 
of serenity and indulgent couples massages.  

Intimate Beach Time
The private paradise of the resort’s half-moon bay 
boasts warm, calm waters and a gently sloping beach 
ideal for couples looking to steal a romantic moment 
away. 

Sunset Sailing
Couples that can pry themselves away from the 
resort, can head out on a sunset sailing, kayaking 
journey or luxury island hopping experience 
organised at Santiburi Koh Samui’s Water Sports 
Centre.

SANTIBURI

Koh Samui

passion paradise 
SANTIBURI KOH SAMUI ADDS THAT SPECIAL SPARK
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BHUTAN
LOWER FEES FOR AUSTRALIANS

Australians visiting Bhutan in June, July or August 
2018 may choose not to pay the all-inclusive 
mandatory minimum daily package rate of USD 
200 per person per night. Instead, they can pay 
just the government Sustainable Development 
Fee of USD 65 per person per night and also take 
advantage of other discounts. 
 
Promo code: BTAUSPRO

MYANMAR
20% OFF YOGA RETREATS AT KALAW HILL 
LODGE

Receive 20% off a 4-day yoga retreat at Kalaw 
Hill Lodge complete with:
• 3 nights accommodation
• Relaxing yoga and meditation sessions
• Delicious vegetarian food
• The opportunity to experience authentic local 

life and rural villages

Starting from price: USD 459 per person

Validity: 1 May – 30 September 2018
Book by: 30 September 2018
Promo code: HEHKHL4YOG
Terms & conditions: Minimum 2 persons 

SINGAPORE
SPECIALS AT THE SANCHAYA BINTAN 
• 15% off Sanchaya Suite, Two-Bedroom Villa and 

Leelawadee
• Stay for 5 nights and pay for 4 nights on all suite 

categories
 
Starting from price: USD 1,245 per person (twin-share)

Terms & conditions: 
• Available exclusively for the UK market
• Not applicable to any bookings on Friday and Saturday nights
• Complimentary daily a la carte breakfast
• Complimentary arrival and departure express airport immigration 
• Complimentary shared transfer between Bintan Resorts Ferry 
Terminal and The Estate
• Offers are not combinable
• Applicable to new bookings only

Validity: Now until 20 December 2018
Book by: Now until 20 December 2018
Promo code: INBBTSAN  

HONG KONG
STAY 4 PAY 3 AT FOUR SEASONS HOTEL HONG 
KONG  

Book 3 nights in a Deluxe Harbour View Room at Four 
Seasons Hotel Hong Kong and get the fourth night 
free! (Complimentary nights are non-accumulative.)

Applicable Markets: The Americas, United Kingdom, 
Europe and Australia only 

Validity: 1 June – 12 July and 17 July – 8 September 2018 (inclusive)
Blackout dates: 13-16 July 2018 (inclusive)
Promo code: FSP3S4
Terms & conditions: As per general contract 

LAOS
SUNSET CRUISE & CANAPES
Indulge in a bespoke private sunset cruise aboard 
the new IMekong boat complete with canapes and 
wine. Journeys are based in Luang Prabang along the 
Mekong River. 

Starting from price: USD 140 per couple

Validity: 1 May – 31 October 2018
Book by: 30 September 2018
Promo code: DTLSC
Terms & conditions: As per general contract 

SRI LANKA
SPECIAL RATES AT SANTANI HOTEL

Starting from price: 
• USD 315 per person (single room)
• USD 221 per person (double room) 

Terms & conditions:
• Rate includes: 3 gourmet meals per day (breakfast, lunch & dinner), 
non-alcoholic beverages (fresh fruit juices & herbal tea), daily sunrise 
and sunset yoga, use of sauna, steam and salt bath. Laundry is included 
for stay of 3 nights and beyond.
• Other terms & conditions are as per general contract

Validit y: 11 September 2018 – 10 January 2019
Book by: 1 May – 31 August 2018 
Promo code: HOT1001

MALDIVES
BOOK A 10-NIGHT STAY THROUGH DIETHELM 
AT ANY DIETHELM FEATURED RESORT AND 
GET FREE MALE CITY TOUR

Visit Male to get to know the people of Maldives, 
their cultural heritage including National Museum, 
Majeedhee Magu, Mulee Aage Palace, Chaandanee 
Magu, Grand Friday Mosque and Male Fish Marke.

Terms & conditions: 
• To be booked 30 days in advance along with the accommodation 
booking with the Promo code 
• Tour will depend on the international arrival / departure flight 
timings and on the booked resort transfer timings
• No city tours will be conducted on Fridays
• Since it’s a walking tour it will depend on the weather conditions
• The tour will be conducted in English
• Diethelm Travel has the right to conduct or cancel the city tour at 
any given time

Validity: Now until 31 March 2019
Book by: 30 days in advance
Promo code: DTTMMLECY10N

VIETNAM
20% DISCOUNTS & MORE AT L’ALYANA NINH 
VAN BAY

Receive a 20% discount on contract rates that can 
also be combined with a bonus offer.

Bonus offers
• Stays of 5 nights consecutively: pay for 4 nights, 

plus one 60-minute body massage 
• Stays of 7 nights consecutively: pay for 5 nights, 

PLUS one Vietnamese set dinner 
• Stays of 10 nights consecutively: pay for 7 nights 

PLUS one dinner 
• Stays of 15 nights consecutively: pay for 11 

nights plus 1 dinner (maximum 2 persons/1-
bedroom villa or maximum 4 persons/2-
bedroom villa) 

• Minimum day offer: Stays of 3 nights get one 
dinner 

Validity: Now until 23 November 2018
Book by: Now until 30 June 2018
Terms and Conditions: As per contract

MALAYSIA
EAT LIKE A LOCAL IN KUALA LUMPUR – FOR 
LESS!

Visit a local night market, known as pasar malam 
in Malay, to experience the best of street side 
gastronomy by sampling delicacies steeped in 
history and culture. Night markets are popular with 
the locals and guests may be required to share 
tables adding to the authentic experience! This 
tour visits a different market location each night 
so the cuisine, which is shared within the group, 
changes.  

Starting from price: USD 92 per person
 
Terms & conditions: 
• Daily departure from Kuala Lumpur hotels, EXCEPT Thursday, 

Chinese New Year and Hari Raya (Eid al-Fitr)
• Group of maximum 10 people per guide
• Not recommended for clients with special dietary requirements 

or restrictions

Validity: Now until 31 December 2018
Book by: 30 days prior to departure
Promo code: DDMKULPMM
Terms & conditions: As per general contract 

THAILAND
EXCLUSIVE DIETHELM OFFER AT 
SANTIBURI SAMUI

Book at least 3 nights in one of Santiburi Samui’s 
new Grand Reserve Pool Villas and receive a 
special discounted rate plus free ‘Diethelm 
Standard’ return transfers from/to Samui 
International Airport.

Validity: 1 May - 31 October 2018
Book by: Now until 30 October 2018
Promo code: INBBTSAN
Starting from price: USD 398 per person
Terms & conditions: As per general contract 
• Offer price is part of the package rate
• Offer cannot be combined with any other special promotions  

CAMBODIA
SAVE UP TO 20% AT THE ROYAL SANDS KOH 
RONG RESORT

The new all-villa Royal Sands Koh Rong Resort 
boasts 67 units on the remote tropical island of 
Koh Rong. Located 60 minutes by boat south of 
Sihanoukville in the Gulf of Thailand, the island 
offers a true private paradise.  
 
Starting from price: USD 252 nett 

Validity: Now until 31 October 2018 
Promo code: DTWEBPROMO
Terms & conditions: As per general contract 

CHINA
RECEIVE A COMPLIMENTARY CHINESE SET 
DINNER AT PULLMAN ZHANGJIAJIE WHEN 
BOOKING A MINIMUM 3-NIGHT STAY. 
 
Validity: Now until 30 March 2019
Book by: 30 June 2018
Promo code: ZJJPTC
Starting from price: USD 112 per room per night 
with ABF 

Terms & conditions:
• This promotions is applicable when booking at least three nights 
at the hotel
• This promotion is only applicable when joining the 6-day Natural 
Zhangjiaie tour

PHILIPPINES
SHANGRI-LA’S MACTAN RESORT & SPA 
STAY 4 PAY 3 SPECIAL OFFER 

Starting from price: USD 403 per person

• Stay for minimum of 4 consecutive nights and 
pay for three 3 nights only

• Apply for Deluxe Room and Premier Room only
• Free night inclusive of buffet breakfast for two 

persons 
• Complimentary roundtrip airport shuttle 

transfers 
• Welcome drink upon arrival

Validity: 2 – 28 April 2018, 6 May – 2 August 2018, 6 – 10 August 
2018, 17 August – 20 September 2018, 26 September – 21 
December 2018, 4 – 30 January 2019
Book by: Now until 30 January 2019
Promo code:  SHAMACSPD

SPECIAL OFFERS
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a farmer’s feast

With spicy sambols, rich curries, varied 
seafood, fried snack food and plenty 
of fresh produce, Sri Lanka is home to 
a world of flavours that manage to be 

familiar and new all at the same time. 
 When visiting a country, there is no better way to 
dive into the culture and cuisine than to share a meal 
with the locals, especially those who know a region’s 
food the best – the farmers. 

Farm Fresh Food in Wirawila
Situated in the southern part of Sri Lanka, Wirawila is 
often associated with bird watching. Like most regions 
of the island, however, Wirawilla is also home to an 
abundance of fresh produce. Here, the charming 
Saraii Village offers an excellent opportunity to learn, 
live and eat like the locals do! 
 While staying in the resort’s unique mud or 
tree houses, complete with thatched roofs, guests 
can appreciate being close to nature, using natural 
resources and exploring the surrounding area for 
insight into local living. One of the most popular 
activities is to savour a sumptuous lunch with a local 

farmer and his family featuring fresh dishes made with 
ingredients straight from his garden. 
 Sitting on a bamboo mat under a shady tree, 
the farmer shows guests how locals eat – by hand! – 
offering a selection of delicious dishes that have been 
lovingly prepared starting from early that morning. 
Together, guests share in the feast enjoying trying 
different curries, vegetables, rice and more served 
from clay pots and eaten off a lotus leaf with one’s 
fingers. Though simple, the meal is also incredibly 
satiating and humbling as one realises the satisfaction 
that comes from eating whole foods with the people 
who prepared them.  

Fast facts
Duration: 2.5 hours
Guided Tour: Transport provided
Travel time to the location: Approximately 15 minutes
Suggested attire: Comfortable clothing
Contact us at sales@lk.diethelmtravel.com to learn 
more about this unique experience.

DISCOVER SRI LANKAN SOUL FOOD

You can’t go far in this island nation without 
coming across these common Sri Lankan dishes  
during the farm fresh lunch! 
• Pol sambol – A staple of Sri Lankan cuisine, 

pol sambol is a dry garnish made from fresh 
shredded coconut. Chili powder, salt, garlic, 
onion and lime juice are mixed in with the dry 
coconut to create a flavourful accompaniment 
that can be eaten any time of day.

• Fish curry – Made with whatever the catch of 
the day happens to be, Sri Lankan fish curry 
is usually slightly sweet, slightly sour and 
incredibly aromatic. 

• Dhal – Dhal refers to any type of savoury lentil 
curry, a vegetarian dish that is surprisingly 
satisfying.  

• Pollos curry – ‘Pollos’ is the word for jackfruit 
which is the key ingredient in this sweet, tangy, 
spicy, satisfying curry. 

recommended!

DINE LOCAL
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fields of gold
EXPERIENCE THE GOLDEN HARVEST IN NORTHWEST VIETNAM

Journey through the rice fields and wilds of 
Vietnam to capture the spirit of local life and 
Vietnam’s ethnic minority peoples in the 
mountainous areas of Mai Chau and beyond. 

This 10-day experience is ideal for photographers, 
journeying through rocky terrain to capture the 
best shots of the terraced fields in Mu Cang Chai 
and Sapa, as well as visit the colourful mountain 
markets.
 Beginning in August until the second or third week 
of September, this adventure is timed to make sure 
guests get the absolute best views as the terraced 
fields turn a ripe gold just before harvesting. 
 The tour commences on Friday, to coincide with 
market days in the northwest, beginning in Hanoi with 
an orientation and walk through the old quarter upon 
arrival. From Hanoi, the journey continues to small 
towns and villages where guests will enjoy cycling 
excursions and visits to local artisans. While there 
will be long drives from region to region, allowing 
for ample photography stops to capture the scenic 
terraced rice paddies, much of this tour is completed 
on foot, trekking from village to village to take in local 
life. 

DAY 1: ARRIVAL 
• Check in to the Church Boutique Hotel located in 

the heart of historic Hanoi
• Meet the guide and enjoy a guided walking tour 

through Hanoi’s Old Quarter

DAY 2: HANOI – MAI CHAU – MAI HICH
• Take in a scenic drive and stunning mountain views 

along the journey
• Cycle through local villages, meet hill tribe people 

and get a taste for rural life
• Enjoy ethnic songs and dances performed by local 

farmers and artists
• Overnight at Minh Tho Stilt House

DAY 3: MAI HICH – PA CO – HUA TAT
• Wander through Pa Co Market, a weekly market 

where villagers from nearby mountains gather to 
meet and exchange

• Visit a Hmong artisan renown for her batik and 
indigo dyeing techniques

• Hike to a beautiful Hmong village, Hang Kia and end 
the day at the tranquil A Chu House Homestay

DAY 4 - HUA TAT – MU CANG CHAI
• Enjoy the scenic journey through Mu Cang Chai, 

“the kingdom of terraced rice fields”
• Stop to take photographs and meet colourful locals 

along the way
• Relax and enjoy accommodations at the Mu Cang 

Chai Ecolodge

DAY 5: MU CANG CHAI
• Embark on a full day tour to capture the best shots 

of the terraced rice fields
• Meet the Hmong, Thai and Dao ethnic minority 

peoples who live in the area
• Stop by La Pan Tan, Che Cu Nha and De Xu Phinh, 

recognised as national heritage sites

DAY 6: MU CANG CHAI - SAPA - NAM CANG
• Visit Lai Chau, a village of Lu ethnic minority people
• Stop to enjoy panoramic views at Hoang Lien Son 

Pass, the highest mountain pass in Vietnam
• Drive deep into Muong Hoa Valley and meet a 

seldom visited group of Red Dao ethnic minority 
people

DAY 7: NAM CANG
• Walk through a hidden valley of virgin forest 

crossed by a pristine river
• Get to know the Red Dao and learn how locals make 

writing paper, jewellery and embroidery
• Enjoy accommodations at Nam Cang Riverside 

Lodge

DAY 8: NAM CANG – TOPAS ECOLODGE
• Follow a hilly trail to the Red Dzao village of Nam 

Ngan
• Get to know the Tay and the nomadic Xa Phos 

people in My Son village
• Relax at the Topas Ecolodge nestled in the Hoang 

Lien Son Mountain range

DAY 9: TOPAS ECOLODGE – SAPA – HANOI 
• Wander through the alleys and markets of Sapa
• Drive through Sapa Pass on the journey back to 

Hanoi
• Enjoy sightseeing in Hanoi

HANOI – DEPARTURE 
Transfer to Hanoi airport for an onward flight. 
Optional extensions to Hue, Hoi An, Ho Chi Minh City, 
or Vietnam beach destinations available.

Price starting from USD 1,439 per two persons 
TOUR CODE: HANDHNW10
Contact sales@vn.diethelmtravel.com for full details.

MAI CHAU QUICK FACTS

Best travelling period
Beginning of August until the second or third 
week of September
Location
Mountainous region located in Hòa Bình 
Province about 165 kilometres from Hanoi (3.5- 
to 4-hour drive)
Culture
The region is home to an estimated 48,570 
inhabitants including seven ethnic minority 
groups: White Thai, Hmong, Zao, Muong, Tay, 
Hoa and Viet
Architecture
The Mai Chau area is well known for its stilt 
houses constructed of bamboo and timber
Getting around: Biking around the town, one will 
easily find the Thai ethnic museum, 1,000 steps 
cave and delicious local foods
Money
There are no ATMs or banking options for 
travellers but in town there is an Agribank that 
can convert USD to Vietnamese dong 
Accommodation
• Homestays in Mai Hich, Hua Tat and Mu Cang 

Chai Ecolodge are dorm-style in stilt houses 
with individual mattresses and mosquito net 
and electric fan. 

• Accommodations at Nam Cang River Lodge 
and Topas Ecolodge are in twin-sharing 
rooms with an electric fan. Western-style 
toilets are located separate at Nam Cang 
Lodge while the Bungalow room at Topas 
Ecolodge comes with an en-suite private 
bathroom.

shop till you drop in Singapore & Hong Kong

Singapore and Hong Kong are two of Asia’s 
premier shopping destinations and home to 
everything from out-of-this-world shopping 
centres featuring high-end global brands to art 

and handicraft hotspots, and everything in between. 
With so many options, it can be overwhelming deciding 
where to start or knowing what the local shopping 
customs are. Don’t worry, we’ve got you covered!

Singapore
Singapore has numerous shopping centres but these are 
some of the best.

Holland Village
Dubbed the “bohemian enclave” of Singapore, Holland 
Village is a microcosm of Singapore life – a curious mix 
between old and new – with an eclectic collection of 
goods, from straw brooms and Asian art to valuable 
antiques and even movie memorabilia. It’s particularly 
popular among expatriates. 

Antiques & Crafts at Dempsey Road
To find the finest Indo-Chinese lacquerware, silverware, 
ceramics, Buddha statues and more, visit Shang 
Antiques. The impressive shop offers a wide selection 
of genuine antiques collected from across Cambodia, 
Burma and Thailand spanning the 7th-19th centuries. 

Orchard Road
The most famous shopping street in Singapore, 
Orchard Road boasts 2.2 kilometres of shopping malls, 
restaurants and hotels designed to meet any taste or 
budget. Here you can find fast fashion threads next to 
designer brands.

Tangs
Founded in 1932, Tangs is an iconic department store 
distinguishing itself from other stores by carrying 
exclusive and specialised merchandise, including beauty 
products, apparel, accessories and homeware.

Ngee Ann City
It will take you more than a day to completely browse 
through this massive complex which is popular with both 
locals and tourists. Besides the giant Japanese chain 
store, Takashimaya, there are more than 100 specialty 
stores featuring sports items, stationery, electronics, 
jewellery and designer clothes. 

Marina Square
Known as ‘your shopping haven at the bay’, Marina 
Square boasts five levels of shopping, dining and 
entertainment facing The Esplanade.

Wondering when to bargain? We can show you when, 
where and how on a guided 5-hour Singapore shopping 
spree. Learn more at www.diethelmtravel.com/singapore

Hong Kong
Hong Kong’s history as an international centre of trade 
has led to an incredible variety of goods, while the local 
passion for buying and selling is apparent in almost every 
corner of the city – and all those who enter it!

Here’s where you can find what you’re looking for or 
simply enjoy losing yourself in this shopper’s paradise.

Mong Kok
Wander through the historic Mong Kok district for an 
eclectic mix of shopping malls, standalone stores, and 
iconic markets and shopping streets where merchants 
hawk wares ranging from makeup to birds. 

Causeway Bay
Come here for seemingly endless shopping centres, 
department stores and boutiques ranging from cheap 
deals to high-end goods. 

Admiralty, Central and SoHo
The centre of Hong Kong’s financial district is also home 
to a number of luxury stores and designer fashion. 

Tsim Sha Tsui
Walk along Nathan Road and Canton Road for hundreds 
of street stalls, markets, shops and malls including Hong 
Kong’s largest shopping centre, Harbour City. 

Lantau
Make it over to Lantau island if you’re looking for a deal; 
you’ll find a range of discounted outlet shops!

Shop with confidence
Hong Kong’s Quality Tourism Services (QTS) Scheme, 
administered by the Hong Kong Tourism Board 
(HKTB), makes it easy for visitors to find shops that 
they can trust in terms of quality, fair pricing and 
value. For more than 15 years, and with the staunch 
support of all its accredited merchants, the QTS 
Scheme has reinforced Hong Kong’s image as a 
destination offering quality tourism services and 
products. QTS-accredited establishments must pass 
stringent annual assessments and are required to:

• Provide clearly displayed prices
• Display clear product information
• Ensure superb customer service

When shopping, look establishments with the below 
logo displayed indicating that they’d accredited by the 
QTS Scheme to get the best value for money! 

KEEP THESE INSIDER TIPS IN MIND FOR SMOOTH SHOPPING

SHOPPING TIPS
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feel your cares float away
Make the most of Maldives’ pristine beauty and crystal waters by booking a cabin on a luxury yacht or even 
chartering a vessel for your own private enjoyment with family and friends. 
Contact carmen.k@diethelmtravel.com to get started.

Price starting from: USD 636 per two persons
minimum 7 nights required

Horizon lll Cabin Cruises & Diving 
Journey

The fibreglass twin-engine yacht Horizon III is 
among the most accommodating and safest 
boats in the Maldives for diving and more. 
 Able to accommodate up to 22 divers, the 
yacht houses 12 fully-air conditioned cabins 
(three deluxe and nine standard), a restaurant, 
a fully-stocked bar, spa, sun deck and a jacuzzi 
for the ultimate relaxation. 
 While the vessel’s award-winning crew 
creates a welcoming atmosphere as they take 
explorer’s to the season’s best dive spots, 
guests also enjoy enticing indulgences such as 
Ayurvedic massages, sumptuous buffets, and 
complimentary tea and coffee.
 Horizon III is dedicated to both sustainable 
travel and safe diving. The yacht has two 
engines, two water makers, draught beer and a 
water dispenser on board to reduce the use of 
cans and bottles. Four dive masters are also on 
board with an average dive master to diver ratio 
of 1:6. 

Book 6 guests and have 1 guest stay for free 
Book 13 guests and have 2 guests stay for free 
Book 22 guests and have 3 guests stay for free 

S/Y Sun Kissed & S/Y White Sand 
Private Charters 

Ideal for small groups, families, friends or even 
individuals, privately chartered voyages aboard 
the medium-sized catamarans S/Y Sun Kissed 
and S/Y White Sand gently glide through the 
Maldives majestic waters. The sister vessels 
are designed to offer two distinctively different 
experiences – bareboat and fully-crewed – for 
guests’ choice of just a few hours or up to two 
weeks.
 Bareboat charters are available to licensed 
sailors who can commandeer the catamaran 
on their own. While you’re in complete control, 
you can also have a local guide come aboard to 
add to the experience. With this option, all fuel 
expenses, food and water are covered separately 
by the renter. 
 With a fully-crewed charter, guests enjoy a 
veteran skipper at the vessel’s helm along with 
a crew and supplies to chart the voyage while 
they simply sit back and enjoy. Of course, when 
and where to go is still up to the guests who can 
choose to sail to shallow reefs and lagoons to 
go for a swim or snorkelling, drop anchor near a 
sandbank for a day at the beach, try their hand 
at fishing or sail off into the sunset. 

Price starting from: USD 1,340 per person
for 8-day tour

sun kissed sailing in the Maldives
GLIDE THROUGH A WATERY WONDERLAND

YACHTING

Maldives

Though Myanmar may still be more off the 
beaten track than other Southeast Asia 
destinations, it offers some of the most 
unique and elegant travel experiences 

around. Indulge in one of these luxurious modes of 
transport for a truly memorable time in the Land of 
the Golden Pagodas.  

Elephant Coaches 
These lavishly restored post-colonial Chevrolet 
passenger buses are modified by hand-made 
construction, combining old carriage fashion and 
modern interiors. Known as Elephant Coaches, the 6- 
or 8-passenger vehicles are comfortable and robust, 
yet have the elegant feel and finish of the luxury 
carriages from bygone days furbished in natural and 
local materials, such as Myanmar teak, Shan cotton 
fabrics and detailed woodcarvings. Though based in 
Yangon and Bagan, the Elephant Coaches drive on all 
major roads within Myanmar. Excursions to Hpa-An 
and Pyay are particularly popular and guests can 
also design a private tailor-made tour for memorable 
journeys anywhere in Myanmar.  

InDevi Lake Boats 
Glide through the breathtaking Inle Lake aboard 
a special luxurious – and silent – boat. Meaning 
‘goddess of the lake’, InDevi Lake Boats provides 
luxury services with boats that are wider and with 
more comfortable seating than the standard boats 
found on the lake. Each seat has padded cushions 
together with sun shade umbrellas and blankets to 
ensure the utmost comfort during lake tours.   

The Strand Cruise 
The ultimate luxurious retreat on the Ayeyarwaddy 
River, The Strand Cruise boasts the legendary style 
and character of The Strand Hotel taking guests 
on lavish 3- or 4-night journeys down the historic 
Ayeyarwady River between Mandalay and Bagan. 
All cabins are tastefully decorated with Burmese 
craftsmanship and teakwood floors with floor-to-
ceiling windows, en-suite bathrooms, complimentary 
WiFi, international television channels and 24-hour 
butler service for your convenience.

Hot Air Balloons 
Balloon flights offer stunning bird’s eye views of 
Myanmar including Mandalay, Bagan, Inle Lake and 
the unspoiled coastline of Ngapali. As balloons carry 
6-8 passengers and only run during certain times 
of the year, it’s important to book flights well in 
advance. Along with morning fights above stunning 
destinations, Balloon Safaris offer incredible 2-day 
adventures in one of Myanmar’s most beautiful and 
culturally diverse areas taking guests to the most 
intriguing sites of Inle Lake and Pindaya in a manner 
reminiscent of the great days of luxury travel. 

VIP Jets 
Fly from Bangkok’s Don Muang International Airport 
to Myanmar or in between Mandalay, Bagan, Yangon, 
Heho, Putao and Sandoway in your own Cessna 
Citation Mustang C-510 twin jet with up to four 
passengers. With VIP jets, there are no long waiting 
lines, no extra charge for baggage, no extended 
waiting for security checks and no time limitations – 
you set the schedule.

helicopter sightseeing in Singapore
Myanmar is not the only destination where 
you can travel in style. In Singapore guests 
wanting to see the city from a different 
perspective can take to the skies with 
thrilling private helicopter flights. Flying in 
and out of Seletar Airport, the helicopter 
flights must be booked in advanced with 
rates based on destination and specific 
requirements.
 Other luxurious modes of private 
transport are also available, such as 
transfers with Mercedes S Class and BMW 
Series 7 cars, or chartered luxury yachts. 

For more details on any other travel options 
please contact sales@diethelmtravel.com.

did you know?

move through Myanmar in style
THESE LUXURIOUS OPTIONS BLEND TRANSPORT WITH PURE STYLE  

LUXURY TRAVEL
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The term ‘barefoot luxury’ may seem like 
an oxymoron, but take one step into 
an exclusive Soneva resort and you’ll 
immediately understand what it means. 

The original barefoot luxury brand, Soneva is an 
award-winning sustainable luxury resort operator and 
one of the travel industry’s greatest innovators. The 
one-of-a-kind brand blends the utmost luxury with a 
‘SLOW LIFE’ philosophy – Sustainable-Local-Organic-
Wellness Learning-Inspiring-Fun-Experiences – to 
create enlightening experiences that are relaxing and 
rejuvenating. 

Soneva Kiri’s hidden sanctuary 
On the unspoilt island of Koh Kood in Thailand’s 
southeastern Trat province, the remote Soneva Kiri 
offers an unrivalled blend of luxury, environmentally 
friendly design and unforgettable Thai experiences.
 Surrounded by untamed jungle, pristine beaches 
and local fishermen going about their daily work, the 
serene Soneva Kiri comprises 36 vast pool villas on 
beach level, hillsides or cliff tops overlooking the Gulf 

of Thailand. Available to rent or purchase, all have 
impossibly chic furnishings, personal electric buggies 
and impeccable service courtesy of Mr./Ms. Friday 
private butlers. Other resort highlights include the 
open-air Cinema Paradiso, a chocolate and ice cream 
parlour, a high-tech Observatory, a manta ray-shaped 
children’s Den and the spectacular Treepod Dining.

Larger villas for the whole family
A destination within a destination, Soneva Kiri’s 
signature larger villas are specially designed to 
accommodate extended families and groups of 
friends with four, five and even six bedrooms. These 
incredibly spacious retreats feature an abundance of 
space complemented by facilities such as wine cellars, 
dining areas, multiple relaxation areas and large pools 
with slides to provide guests uttermost privacy and 
a feeling of pure solace in their own secluded resort. 
Large families, groups of friends or work colleagues 
can discover inspiring ways of connecting with nature 
and each other within these hideaways, which are the 
perfect platform for unforgettable getaways, whatever 
the occasion.

paradise found: soneva kiri 
THIS ULTRA-LUXE RESORT BLENDS HIGH-END EXPERIENCES WITH BAREFOOT CHARM

Something to celebrate: Soneva’s Festival of 
Colour 
While the resort always has intriguing activities and 
events planned, this year is extra special with the 
launch of Soneva’s Festival of Colour, a celebration 
of rare experiences until February 2019. Each month 
celebrates a different colour with a unique collection 
of activities, experiences and renowned professionals 
for guests’ exclusive enjoyment. 
 Fine dining plays a pivotal part in the Festival 
of Colour, with more than 20 of the world’s top 
chefs (most of whom have at least two Michelin 
stars) confirmed for exclusive dinner events across 
Soneva resorts. In addition to chefs, other visiting 
experts range from astronomers and glass artist to 
energy works and musicians to create unique guest 
experiences not found anywhere else.  
 Whether staying at the exclusive property for 
a romantic escape or family reunion, taking part 
in the Festival of Colour activities or indulging in a 
luxurious off-the-grid getaway, Soneva Kiri will add an 
undeniable level of luxury to your Thailand holiday.

SONEVA KIRI
RIVER JOURNEY

Myanmar

What tips would you recommend for future 
guests?
Guests should know that this is not a typical resort…
it’s better! With its focus of SLOW LIFE there are no 
televisions in the rooms. (Though there is an outdoor 
cinema screen where they show films complete with 
popcorn and soft drinks!) Also, the best way to travel to 
the resort is by private plane, which makes for a memo-
rable arrival. 

While it’s undoubtedly romantic, it’s also a really fam-
ily-friendly resort and children are sure to enjoy “The 
Den” – an incredible wonderland for children ages one 
and up. Parents can rest assured that their kids will 
be well looked after by The Den’s expert staff so they 
can relax on their own with a trip to the spa or another 
excursion.
 
Would you visit again?
Certainly – I loved my stay and dream of going back 
with my family!  

What was the highlight of your stay?
The villa I stayed in was absolutely beautiful with an 
expansive swimming pool and came with excellent 
service by the Mr. and Ms. Friday personal butlers. The 
homemade chocolate and ice cream available all day 
was also a treat!
 
What makes an experience at Soneva Kiri special?
Breakfast at Treepod – it’s amazing!! Imagine having 
breakfast in a big bird’s nest surrounded by treetops 
and 360-degree views of the island. The servers bring 
your meal via a zipline – incredible!

I also enjoyed having access to my very own buggy to 
drive and explore the resort on my own as well as the 
resort excursion to visit a local village and waterfall. Koh 
Kood is still very natural and not busy with tourists.

Which room type is better than the others? Which 
one is your favourite?
Surely the Beach Pool Villa is the best but I personally 
liked the slide and swimming pool of the 5-bedroom 
Bayview Room.

A Reservation Manager for Diethelm Design, Bang-
kok-born Phanit Pholpattapee has travelled around 
Thailand since she was young and now boasts more 
than 25 years of experience working in the travel 
industry. While she’s certainly seen a lot around the 
country, she still loves finding new experiences and 
recently stayed at Soneva Kiri for the first time.
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next-level tuk tuk rides
GET BEHIND THE WHEEL OF YOUR VERY OWN TUK TUK IN THAILAND

SOFT ADVENTURE

Thailand

If someone has to choose between the beach 
and the tuk tuk tour, why should they choose 
this adventure?
Thai beaches are really nice but if you are looking for 
an experience packed full of adventure, culture, nature, 
architecture, authentic food, unique accommodation 
and more, then this is the tour for you. Lots of places 
around the world have beautiful beaches and islands…
but this is the only opportunity in the world for tourists 
to drive their own tuk tuks around Thailand! 

What’s the worst tuk tuk driving you’ve seen?
Fortunately, all our travellers have been pretty good 
drivers, particularly after they’ve completed our 
training (I must be a great teacher!). Really though, our 
training sets everyone up to feel comfortable behind 
the wheel and understand the rules of the road. If 
someone doesn’t want to drive, that’s okay too, they 
can simply come along for the ride!

What’s the best thing about living and working 
in Northern Thailand?
The people, the hills, the food and the weather. I’m 
originally from Bangkok and have lived and worked on 
the islands but the north is by far my favourite place 
to be in the country. It’s home to laid back people, 
excellent food, cool winters and the best roads for 
driving a tuk tuk.

Why do you enjoy working on the 11-Day 
Northern Thai Tuk Tuk Adventure?
Because it’s fun! I’ve worked in the travel industry for 
over six years and have always enjoyed it but there is 
nothing quite as fun as being in a tuk tuk every day. 
It’s unique, our travellers are always fun and I get the 
chance to guide people through places in my country 
that most people never get to see. It’s the most fun I’ve 
ever had working!

Why should visitors to Thailand go on the 
journey?
Imagine you are driving a tuk tuk through villages and 
locals are constantly stopping, smiling and waving as 
they simply don’t expect to see tourists in a tuk tuk in 
these parts – let alone driving one! How cool is that?
Over the 11 days visitors get to see so many stunning 
parts of the country that most tourists usually miss out 
on. The 11-day adventure is just that, a real adventure 
in the best part of my country.

What makes you such a great tour guide?
I just love being myself. I enjoy meeting people, I love 
making them smile and even more, I love helping them 
fall in love with my country. My job’s easy really – I love 
what I do, get to have adventures every day and get to 
meet great people

What do you do in the evenings on the 11-Day 
Northern Thai Tuk Tuk Adventure?
I love playing the guitar and singing – my guitar comes 
on every trip with me even if I have to tie it to the roof 
of my tuk tuk – and have been known to entertain 
our travellers with a few songs late into the night. The 
village where we stay near Doi Inthanon is perfect for 
my mini-concerts.

What is the best part of the tour?
Every part – every second of every day is filled with 
something interesting, from learning to drive the tuk 
tuks and re-filling them with petrol at a small village 
station, to exploring the night market in Mae Hong 
Son and having hundreds of people wanting to take 
your photo as you drive by. The only bad part is saying 
goodbye at the end of the trip.

Which is your favourite tuk tuk and why?
All of our tuk tuks are named and my favourite is ‘Flo’. 
I’m a relaxed kind of person and enjoy going with the 
‘flow’.

Contact us at sales@diethelmtravel.com to learn more 
about the Experience of 11-Day Northern Thai Self-
Drive Tuk Tuk: Group Adventure.

Known for their revving motors, colourful paint jobs and entertaining rides, 
tuk tuks are an iconic symbol of Thailand. Now travellers can do more than 
simply hire a tuk tuk for a quick ride around town and actually get behind 
the wheels themselves! From day-long outings to 11-day explorations, there’s 
something for everyone. Hear what Smith, one of the trusty Thai guides, has 
to say about the 11-Day Northern Thai Tuk Tuk Adventure.

WHY MICE IN THE PHILIPPINES?

• Affordability – Products and services in the 
Philippines are more affordable than neighbouring 
countries.

• Array of accommodations – A range of hotels are 
available in varied destinations including urban, 
beach and mountain areas.

• World class venues – Facilities can cater intimate 
groups of 15 or 15,000-visitor conventions.

• Exciting activities – Natural and cultural attractions, 
along with popular leisure activities, such as 
championship golf courses and luxurious spas, 
ensure guests are never bored.

• Legendary hospitality – Filipinos’ natural inclination 
for hospitality make the country especially 
welcoming. 

WHERE TO GO?

Manila 
The capital city of Manila combines a booming 
cosmopolitan setting with nostalgic charm and 
is home to an idyllic climate, number of unique 
attractions, accessibility and venues, including two 
convention centres: SMX Convention Center and 
Philippine International Convention Center (PICC). 

Cebu
Cebu City is the country’s oldest city and conveniently 
marries business and leisure with its tropical 
destinations. Well-established restaurants, bars and 
commercial venues make for an irresistible social 
scene, while the island boasts of white sand beaches 
and dive sites teeming with underwater life. 

Clark
About 80 kilometres north of Manila is Clark Special 
Economic Zone, a former American military camp that 
is now the country’s centre for exciting eco-tourism 
activities and adventure sports. 

Boracay
Known as the best beach in the world, Boracay is the 
quintessential island paradise. With powder-white 
sands and countless bars, hotels and resorts, Boracay 
offers a something for everyone, including water 
activities, island hopping, diving and snorkelling. 

Palawan 
A narrow archipelago of islands and islets, Palawan’s 
bewitching landscapes include storied lagoons 
and bays hiding ancient shipwrecks, unchartered 
mountains, mangrove swamps, and hidden pockets of 
lush forest as well as white sand beaches. 

Bohol
Bohol is one of the most beautiful island provinces 
in the Philippines with a lush landscape, undisturbed 
wildlife, luminous white sand beaches and picturesque 
islets. The seas around Bohol boast one of Asia’s 
finest diving destinations with an undersea panorama 
of coral gardens full of tropical marine life. 

Bicol/Legazpi
Bicol is the crown jewel of Southern Luzon, where 
legendary Mt. Mayon can be found. The region is 
seeing growing tourism rates thanks to an emerging 
water sports complex, luxury resort and the discovery 
of previously unexplored islands. 

where to take your next 
meeting?
MICE ARE HEATING UP IN THIS SOUTHEAST ASIA DESTINATION

Famed as the Pearl of the Orient, the Philippines naturally lives up to its title with majestic 
landscapes, an abundance of flora and fauna, rich underwater environments and heartwarming 
hospitality. The nation, which is made up of over 7,000 islands, is also home to one of Asia’s 
fastest growing economies thanks to its business-friendly reputation, high quality labour force 
and widespread use of English. Plan now for a refreshing experience for your next corporate 
event discovering the Philippines’ island destinations, blending an urban and island stays in one 
trip, or incorporating Filipino cultural and dining experiences altogether!

To learn more about MICE options in the Philippines and to start planning your own personalised event, contact 
sales@ph.diethelmtravel.com.
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Meet Mr. Tung
Mr. Tung graduated with a degree 
in IT but spent much of his 
time studying Chinese classics, 
including Yi and astrology, and 
later his taste buds tempted him 
to completely change career 
paths. Perhaps it’s his family’s 

distant relations to China’s Fujian origin province from 
which his passion for Chinese food and the tea trade 
came to be. He now runs a restaurant in Hanoi selling 
traditional Chinese noodles made from family recipes, 
however, one can rarely see him at the shop as he is 
busy in the tea trade and regularly travelling between 
the tea growing areas of Vietnam and China. When 
he is not travelling, he loves sharing his passion for 
anything tea (he speaks English, Chinese, Vietnamese) 
in the tranquil atmosphere of a charmingly decorated 
tea shop in the French Quarter. 

Meet Mr. Hung
Mr. Hung studied computer 
science and theoretical mathe-
matics in Berlin before returning 
to Vietnam in 2013 and doing 
something completely different 
– he opened up Xuong Tuong 

(Tuong Atelier) for smoking articles, paintings, tea and 
tea culture. Mr. Hung is now the owner of Xuong Tuong 
Tea House on Tran Hung Dao Street in Hanoi which is 
known not only for its great tea selection and beauti-
ful collection of teapots, but particularly peaceful vibe. 
Speaking English, German and Vietnamese, Mr. Hung 
loves to welcome visitors from around the world to his 
shop and share the splendours of tea.  

Blend travel and tea
Want to meet these two masters? Diethelm Travel 
offers a range of half-day to full day tours, including 
Good Morning Hanoi, Hanoi City Highlights and West 
Lake Cycle tours allowing guests to discover Hanoi’s 
main attractions and sightseeing hotspots before 
stopping by a teahouse to talk with ones of these 
tea masters or simply enjoy a cup of tea in an idyllic 
location. 
 Looking for an adventure? Cycle through the lush 
countryside just outside of Hanoi or whizz around the 
city on the back of a Vespa exploring its museums and 
bustling markets then end your day with a delicate 
cup of tea and meet the master to satisfy your curiosi-
ty regarding tea. 
 Interested in visiting a tea plantation? Head to the 
Moc Chau Plateau. Located in Moc Chau District, Son 
La Province, the Moc Chau Plateau is about 200 kilo-
metres northwest of Hanoi and boasts the largest and 
most beautiful tea fields in the north’s mountainous 
areas. Here travellers can enjoy exploring ecotourism 
destinations, agricultural areas such as tea planta-
tions, dairy farms and strawberry farms, and ethnic 
villages known for their traditional food and festivals.
 Along with the greenery of the region’s impressive 
tea plantations and witnessing the local people pick-
ing tea leaves and buds, the plateau is also known for 
the local Hmong tribe’s vibrant festivals. Though Moc 
Chau is not far from Hanoi, it deserves a minimum of 
two days to thoroughly enjoy the plateau, especially 
keeping in mind the abundance of tours to choose 
from, such as: 
• 3-Day Beyond Hanoi – Highlights in the Hills
• 3-Day A Taste of Ethnic Village Life in the North
• 3-Day Mai Chau – Moc Chau Cycling 

To learn more, contact sales@vn.diethelmtravel.com

from IT engineer to tea master 
IN VIETNAM, TEA IS NOT JUST A DRINK, IT IS A CULTURAL EXPERIENCE AND AN INTRIGUING WAY TO MEET INTERESTING PEOPLE! 

STORY FROM EXPERTS

Vietnam

JW Marriott Phu Quoc Emerald Bay
jwmarriottphuquoc.com

SAVOUR ENRICHING EXPERIENCES 
IN VIETNAM’S HIDDEN PEARL

Unlock the wondrous secrets of local cuisine and rituals as 
our associates orchestrate JW Marriott®’s masterful service 

for you. Explore the fantastical charms of awe-inspiring 
Lamarck University, crafted by the world-renowned 
architect/alchemist, Bill Bensley. Uniquely enriching 

discovery are beckoning your adventurous spirit.
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best reads

Mad About The Mekong
by John Keay

Written by British historian, journalist, radio 
presenter and lecturer, John Keay, Mad 
about the Mekong: Exploration and Empire 
in South East Asia looks at the maiden 
Mekong voyage of France’s greatest 19th-
century explorer, Francis Garnier, as well 
as the river’s role in the 21st century. Part 
history book and part social commentary, 
John Keay describes the world surrounding 
the mighty river as it snakes from Vietnam 
up through Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, 
Burma and China, as it stands today while 
also recreating the historic 1866 voyage of 
Garnier that was rife success and tragedy. 
An excellent read for anyone interested 
in Southeast Asian history and better 
understanding why the region is the way it 
is today. 

The Dr. Siri Series 
by Colin Cotterill 

The trilogy of Dr. Siri Paiboun 
mysteries begins with The 
Coroner’s Lunch. Set in Laos 
in the mid-1970s, Dr. Siri 
Paiboun is a French-trained 
physician and the national 
coroner of Laos who faces 
government cover-ups, 
nosy neighbours, Hmong 
shamans, romances gone 
wrong and more to uncover 
the truth when the wife of a 
prominent politician is found 
dead.

Cambodia Laos

Sri Lanka
A Visit to Ceylon
by Ernst Haeckel 

A reproduction of an 
important historical work 
based on Ernst Hackel’s 
experiences in Ceylon in the 
1880s, this book preserves 
a piece of the past sharing 
vivid descriptions of the 
island’s flora, fauna, people 
and customs as they were 
in 1881. To add to the feel of 
time travel, A Visit to Ceylon 
has been translated and 
republished maintaining the 
same format as the original 
work.   

BEST READS

Myanmar
Burma Zauber Eines Golden en Landes 
by Andreas Pröve

When Andreas Pröve visited Burma for 
the first time more than 30 years ago, he 
instantly fell in love noting that it was “a 
pearl in a pile of gravel”. Now Pröve has 
once again travelled through Burma and 
documented his 3,000-kilometre journey 
– in a wheelchair no less! – complete with 
incredible photos. Written in German, 
Pröve’s account covers the water-soaked 
festivities of the Buddhist New Year, the 
country’s fortune tellers, dissidents still 
fighting for democracy and everything else 
found in the land of golden pagodas. 

The first Hyatt hotel in Cambodia, formerly known 
as Hotel De La Paix, one of Cambodia’s top- rated 
hotels, the property reopened under the Park 
Hyatt brand following a 14-month top-to-bottom 
renovation by award-winning interior designer Bill 
Bensley. Located in the heart of the city, the hotel 
houses 104 rooms including 13 suites which 
feature elegant, contemporary and residential 
design. As exclusive havens with private gardens 
and/or swimming pool, Park Hyatt Siem Reap’s 
suites provide exquisite retreats.

Sivutha Boulevard, Siem Reap, Cambodia 
Tel: +855 6321 1234  Tel: +855 6396 3456

https://siemreap.park.hyatt.com
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STAFF OUT & ABOUT

Here’s a selection of our favourite images 
from Diethelm Travel staff.

1  DTV team testing electric car tour in 
Hanoi 2  Kayaking in front of Dark Cave 
Vietnam 3  Sales Team on a boat trip on 
Son River in Vietnam 4  Vietnam’s team 
when on a Fam trip in Puluong 5  DTV 
team prior to Quang Binh outing 6  Some 
DT guides inspecting the Phra Racha Wang 
Bovorn Sathan Mongkol (the front palace) 
7  Our head directors sharing new products 
and services at ITB Berlin 2018 
8  Myanmar team staff outing trip at 
Ngwe Saung Beach 9  Greetings from 
Myanmar Team 10  K. Rattiya joined the 
Fam Trip to Phu Quoc Island, Vietnam 
by Bangkok Airways during 06 – 08 
March 2018  11  K. Bussaya and Phanit 
joined  “Belmond E & O Train Fam Trip” to 
Kanchanaburi during 14 – 15 March 2018

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

16

12 Phaung Phaung and team with Rika 
enjoying sunrise at Mrauk Oo 13  Thailand 
team at the Rock n’ Roll staff party 14  
Victor in action 15  We are the group 
marketing team 16  Thailand‘s English-
speaking team were out in Amphawa 
17  Yusmaliza and Sarah joined the new 
Kuala Lumpur bicycle tour 18  Introducing 
Sarah Dettlaff, Diethelm Travel Malaysia 
Sales and Marketing Manager 19  Siprang 
in Pha Chor, unseen Thailand  20 
Fabulous Malaysia sales team in Malacca 

12

15

13

14 17

18

19

20
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Cheung Chau Bun Festival

Hong Kong
Every year, the people of Cheung Chau 
get busy making papier-mâché effigies 
of deities, preparing costumes, baking 
buns and building a bamboo tower.

19-23
MAY
2018

FESTIVALS

Elephant Dance Festival

Myanmar
This unique and exotic elephant dance is 
held at Kyauk Se, a small town not far from 
Mandalay.

Boun Ok Phansa and Boat Racing 
Festival

Luang Prabang, Laos
Boun Ok Phansa is the last day of the Buddhist 
lent. It occurs on the 15th day of the 11th month 
of the lunar calendar. In the morning, donations 
and offerings are made at temples around the 
country.

23-24
OCTOBER
2018

Taung Byone Nat Festival

Myanmar
This festival is known as a major 
gathering spot for spiritual mediums.

APRIL
2018

Phi Ta Khon Festival

Thailand
Each year Dan Sai holds the Phi Ta 
Khon festival, a colourful and vibrant 
procession of locals dressed as spirits 
wearing long trailing costumes and 
masks. This festival reflects a cultural 
belief in spirits, ghosts and the teachings 
of Buddha. 
This is one of 
the most interesting
under-the-radar 
festivals in Thailand.

Tour of the Dragon (Bicycle Race)

Bhutan
Considered one of the most challenging one-
day events in the world, the race covers 268 
kilometres of absolutely stunning Himalayan 
landscapes as it takes cyclists from central to 
western Bhutan.

16
JUNE
2018
TO

18
JUNE
2018

21-26
AUGUST
2018

1
SEPTEMBER
2018

Jakar Tshechu

Bhutan
A Masked Dance Festival In Bumthang.

17-20
OCTOBER
2018

25
OCTOBER
2018

2
DECEMBER
2018

Angkor Wat International Half 
Marathon

Cambodia
This great international race takes place 
inside the ruins of Angkor Wat.

27
APRIL
2018
TO

2
MAY
2018

Hue Festival

Vietnam
The Hue Festival condenses the best 
of Hue’s culture into one week full of 
festivities: puppetry, dance, music and 
acrobatics will be performed in different 
places around the city.

Water Festival

Thailand, Laos, Myanmar
13-15 Songkran Festival 
14-16 Boun Bang Fai 
13-17 Thingyan Water Festival

22
NOVEMBER
2018

Loy Krathong

Thailand
While not a national holiday, it is 
nevertheless an important festival for Thai 
people. In the evening, locals pay respect 
to the goddess of the waters by floating 
candlelit offerings on any and all waterways 
in the kingdom. During this famous Thai 
festival, boats and baskets are constructed 
out of banana leaves, filled with candles, 
coins, incense, and flowers, and left to float 
down rivers, lakes and seas.

Esala Poya

Sri Lanka
Celebrates the Buddha’s first sermon and 
the arrival of the Tooth Relic in Sri Lanka.

27
JULY
2018

Thaipusam Festival

Singapore
Celebrating the Hindu god, 
Subramaniam, or Lord Murugan, rituals
performed for this day include devotees 
piercing their body with large steel 
hooks and other sacrificial acts like 
walking on hot coals. 

21
JANUARY
2019

Tet Festival

Vietnam
Tet is Vietnam’s equivalent to Chinese New 
Year which is largely a family occasion when 
offices are shut, and many shops and
restaurants may close for seven days of 
festivities. Officially only the first four days are 
public holidays.

Lantern Festival

China, Hong Kong
The Lantern Festival is a Chinese festival 
celebrated on the fifteenth day of the first 
month in the lunisolar Chinese calendar.

5
FEBRUARY
2019

19
FEBRUARY
2019

Maha Sivarathri

Sri Lanka
Hindu festival dedicated to Shiva, during 
which devotees perform a one-day fast 
and an all-night vigil.

4        
MARCH
2019

2018 - 2019 WE’RE RUNNING COMPLIMENTARY WEBINARS ONCE A MONTH FOCUSING ON EACH OF 
THE 13 COUNTRIES WE OPERATE IN ACROSS ASIA.

TELL US ABOUT YOUR FAVOURITE TRAVEL EXPERIENCE AND BE NAMED 
“THE ULTIMATE DIETHELM TRAVEL WRITER”

our popular webinars are back

THE COMPETITION IS ON!

Each insightful themed session shares 
important travel information and insider 
tips from the Diethelm Travel team for 
each country – including country overviews 

and special offers – as well as highlights localised 
experiences and offerings, such as comprehensive 
concierge services within each destination, best-
selling products and new programmes.

The webinars, which first launched in 2017, are 
carefully designed to help clients with the information, 
tools and support they need to successfully position 
and sell the company’s destinations and products 
to discerning travellers. Hosted by Diethelm Travel’s 
product managers and managing directors, each 
instalment runs for 30 minutes and is also available 
online after the scheduled session.

“VERY USEFUL. KEEPING ME UP TO DATE 
WITH HAPPENINGS NOT ONLY HELPS ME 

SELL THE DESTINATION, IT MAKES IT 
APPEAR AS IF I HAVE BEEN THERE 

RECENTLY. THE MORE I KNOW THAT IS 
CURRENT THE BETTER.”

Melissa McKinley
Travel with Melissa

To stay updated on our webinar news, please 
subscribe at www.diethelmtravel.com/popular-
webinar-series-is-back/

Love Asia? Share your special story of experiencing the region and you could be named “The Ultimate Diethelm 
Travel Writer”. We’re accepting story submissions (the topic and length is up to you!) until August 2018 and will 
announce the winner in the next issue of Diethelm Discovery with an exclusive story feature in the magazine along 
with features on the Diethelm Travel website and monthly newsletter. 

Now pick up a pen and share your story!

Send us your submission(s) to: press@diethelmtravel.com

SCHEDULE
Thursday, 26 April 2018: Discover Cambodia’s leading 
luxury accommodation and why the country deserves 
more time to be explored  

Wednesday, 30 May 2018: Learn about Laos’ 
distinctive nature and artistic offerings

Thursday, 28 June 2018: Get details on Diethelm 
Travel’s most unique Sri Lanka products

Thursday, 26 July 2018: Focus on Malaysia’s most 
sought-after destination, Sabah

Wednesday, 29 August 2018: See different sides of 
Singapore with the new local, immersive experiences

Thursday, 27 September 2018: Discover experiences 
that highlight Myanmar’s natural beauty including 
river cruises, trekking and cycling

Thursday, 25 October 2018: Find out which resorts 
best fit each market segment in the Maldives 

Thursday, 29 November 2018: Discover China’s 
cultural destinations of Chengdu, Shuzhou and 
Hangzhou

February 2019: Gain local insight on hiking and island 
experiences outside of the Hong Kong city

March 2019: Learn about what’s new in Bhutan and 
the practicalities of travelling in this unique country

April 2019: Uncover the best way to travel through the 
Philippines’ famed islands
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Just wanted to let you know that I read the new 
magazine just now. It’s wonderful. Such a useful 
look at Asia with great ideas for my clients. 
 The only problem is that I want to go 
everywhere now! Certainly Sri Lanka, Bhutan 
and Myanmar. And I’ll probably need to revisit 
Vietnam and Thailand, both of which I loved. 
 By the way, both of my high-end clients who 
I had written to you about in Vietnam ( January 
- Bach and Chase) were VERY happy with their 
trips. 
 Congratulations on your new initiatives for 
Diethelm. Great job.  

Diana

what people say about us

All the tours were good, enjoyed the multi-
cultural aspects of both KL and Singapore. The 
Spago restaurant and the views from the Marina 
Bay Sands hotel were spectacular.

Michelle Barth

“

”

I just would like to thank you very, very much 
for the perfect organisation of our stays in 
Hong Kong and Siem Reap, outstanding hotels, 
excellent guides and very comfortable clean cars 
with good drivers. June Lui in Hong Kong, Eliza 
Hoh in Singapore and Kong in Siem Reap were 
outstanding and the best guides we ever have 
had.
 We shall always ask you and your company 
again for future trips in the Far East. 
 
Max

We booked our 28th dive trip to the Maldives 
(Angaga) with “ITS coop Travel” (Doc. Nr. 7A125703) 
through our travel agency in Switzerland 
“Dive&Travel GmbH”.
 During breakfast, before landing in Malé, my 
husband, Beat Brüllhardt, hurt a tooth. It was 
painful and to continue eating was impossible. 
No way could we continue our trip from Male to 
Angaga by seaplane in this condition. 
 However, after landing in Malé, we contacted 
the Diethelm Travel counter and explained our 
situation. The representative started phoning 
around and explained the situation to Hussein 
Didi who arrived at the counter. 
 Hussein Didi took over and accompanied us 
by shuttle boat to Malé and by taxi straight to a 
dental clinic, where he already had reserved an 
appointment for my husband. After 10 minutes, 
the piece of tooth was extracted and my husband 
and I were happy.
 Hussein called a taxi and accompanied us 
again back to the boat shuttle harbour, where 
Adam took care of us and brought us back to the 
international airport. We took our luggage, which 
was stored near the Diethelm counter, checked in 
and could even get an afternoon flight to Angaga 
on the same day. Also this flight was organised by 
the Diethelm Travel staff.
 There were no more problems with the tooth 
and we spent a wonderful time in Angaga, thanks 
in part to the professional and friendly help of 
Hussein and Adam.  
 
Yvonne Kremser Brüllhardt & Beat Brüllhardt

“

”

In December, just before Christmas, we went to 
Malaysia and had a great time there! Thank you 
for the support and organisation. The whole trip 
was booked in Germany with the Reisenfieber-
Team in Aschaffenburg.
 Especially our driver/guide, Jacob, was the 
best choice ever! Without him, our trip would not 
have been half as good as it was!

Markus Eser and Jessica Gerhardt

“

”“

”

We made it home safe and sound after an 8-day 
Bhutan tour. Bhutan is such a beautiful country 
and we enjoyed everything out of it.
 First of all, I want to thank you for all the 
pre-tour arrangements - everything went 
perfectly. I also want to express our thanks and 
appreciation to our guide, Tashi Tobgay, and the 
driver, Yeshey Wangchuk. They were very attentive 
to all our needs, especially Tashi. We are not 
experienced hikers but he helped us all the way 
to the viewpoints which allowed us to see the 
beautiful scenery of Bhutan. Their professionalism 
in every aspect made our trip so wonderful and 
memorable. We will talk about it year after year.

Helen

“

”

“

”

YOUR COMMENTS

1  Longstanding local connections
Whether it’s staying with hill tribes in Myanmar or diving into Hong Kong’s fantastic 
food scene, we’ve spent the past 60 years nurturing our local connections, expert 
services and deep understanding of each destination we operate in so guests come 
away with authentic experiences they cannot find anywhere else. 

2  Buying power
As the one of the most significant buyers of FIT product throughout the region, we can 
offer highly competitive rates along with low margins ensuring the rates you receive 
are the best in your market. 

3  Personalised journeys
Diethelm’s holistic approach to pricing, operation management and unique offerings 
means each experience is tailored to clients’ needs making travel dreams come 
true. From designing a personalised cultural insight tour to organising a private jet, 
our creativity and handcrafted itineraries always offer unforgettable ‘Journeys of a 
Lifetime’.

4  Customer obsessed
Everything we do, we do for you. From offering exclusive agent FAM trips to 
understanding the importance of quick turnaround times, we specialise as a B to B 
operator and have all the tools in place to ensure your staff not only understand 
our products but also how to best convert sales.

5  24/7 worldwide service
We’re there for you whenever, wherever with multilingual concierge teams at all 
destinations available 24/7. 

6  Passionate staff 
As Asia’s leading inbound tour operator, we owe our success to our passionate team 
in 13 different countries. From sales staff to on-the-ground guides, every member of 
our dedicated team is well trained, experienced and proactive in making your travel 
dreams a reality.

7  Peace of mind
Sit back and relax - we can handle everything. All of Diethelm’s award winning offices 
across Asia are fully licensed and insured. Additionally, health and safety are top 
priorities throughout all excursions ensuring adventures that can safely be enjoyed 
by all.

8  Responsible, sustainable travel 
Travel well while doing good. Through ongoing efforts in supporting not only our staff 
and communities we work in, but also initiatives involving environmental, cultural 
and animal conservation, we’re dedicated to seeking and providing responsible, 
sustainable business practices and travel experiences. 

9  Innovative products 
We don’t settle for just tried and tested tours but continually create new products 
and services showcasing the best experiences in a region and adding value to all 
products.

10 Cutting edge technology
Take advantage of our online booking system for flawless trip planing and 
management. The reservation system provides clients unparalleled access to 
streamlined booking capabilities for hotels, transfers, excursions and holidays.

reasons to book with 
Diethelm Travel IM
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DMC services in 13 countries

26 fully owned and insured offices

Bhutan | Cambodia | China | Hong Kong | Laos | Malaysia | Maldives | Myanmar | Philippines | Singapore | Sri Lanka | Thailand | Vietnam

PHILIPPINES
23/F, Pacific Star Building, Makati Avenue,  
Cor. Sen Gil Puyat Avenue, Salcedo Village,  
Makati City 1200, Philippines
T +63 2 988 5000 
E sales@ph.diethelmtravel.com

SINGAPORE
190 Middle Road, Fortune Centre,
#16-05, Singapore 188979
T +65 6737 7885
E info@sg.diethelmtravel.com

SRI LANKA
Colombo
Level 06, Hemas House,
75 Braybrooke Place, Colombo 2, Sri Lanka
T +94 11 231 3131
E sales@lk.diethelmtravel.com

THAILAND
Bangkok (Headquarter)
Kian Gwan II Building, 12/F, 140/1, Wireless Road, 
Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok, 10330 ,Thailand
T +66 2 660 7000
E info@diethelmtravel.com

VIETNAM
Hanoi
Suite 1701, HCO Building 44B,
Ly Thuong Kiet Street, Hanoi, Vietnam
T +84 24 3934 4844
E info@vn.diethelmtravel.com

Ho Chi Minh City
Room 3A, 62B Pham Ngoc Thach Street,
Ward 6, District 3, Ho Chi Minh, Vietnam
T +84 28 3914 1509
E info@vn.diethelmtravel.com

MULTI-COUNTRY
Bangkok (Headquarter)
Kian Gwan II Building, 12/F, 140/1,
Wireless Road, Lumpini, Patumwan,
Bangkok, 10330, Thailand
T +66 2 660 7000
E sales@diethelmtravel.com

be in touch
SALES
Bangkok (Headquarter)
Kian Gwan II Building, 12/F, 140/1, Wireless Road, 
Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok, 10330, Thailand
T +66 2 660 7000
E sales@diethelmtravel.com

MARKETING & PR
Bangkok (Headquarter)
Kian Gwan II Building, 12/F, 140/1, Wireless Road, 
Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok, 10330, Thailand
T +66 2 660 7000
E press@diethelmtravel.com

BHUTAN
Yarkay Complex, P.O. Box 107 Norzin Lam,
Thimphu, Bhutan
T +975 2 336 611
E bhutan@diethelmtravel.bt

CAMBODIA
Phnom Penh
No.3, 2/F, Sophy & Sina Building,
Street 240, PO Box 99,
Phnom Penh 12207, Cambodia
T +855 23 219 151
E dt_cambodia@kh.diethelmtravel.com

Siem Reap
House No. 030, Krouse Village,
Svay Dangkum Commune,
Siem Reap 17000, Cambodia
T +855 63 963 524
E dt_cambodia@kh.diethelmtravel.com

CHINA
Kunming
Room 1906, Unit 1 Building No. 2,
Shiguangjunyuan 985# Beijing Road,
Kunming 650224, Yunnan, China
T +86 871 6515 2561
E reservation@cn.diethelmtravel.com

HONG KONG
Kowloon
Unit A-C, 22/F, 8 Hart Avenue, Tsimshatsui,
Kowloon, Hong Kong
T +852 2739 3822
E operation@hk.diethelmtravel.com

LAOS
Luang Prabang
Chaosomphou Road, Luang Prabang, Laos
T +856 71 261 011-013
E info@la.diethelmtravel.com

MALAYSIA
Kuala Lumpur
Box 28, Wisma Selangor Dredging,
9/F, South Block, 142-C Jalan Ampang,
Kuala Lumpur 50450 Malaysia
T +60 3 2715 7878
E inbound@my.diethelmtravel.com

Sabah
8-12, 8/F, Menara MAA,
Lorong Api - Api 1, 88800 Kota Kinabalu,
Sabah, Malaysia
T +608 8 266 353 / +608 8 263 353
E sabah@my.diethelmtravel.com

Sarawak
Lot 257, 2/F, Jalan Chan Chin Ann,
Kuching 93100, Sarawak, Malaysia
T +60 82 412 778
E sarawak@my.diethelmtravel.com

MALDIVES
Malé
4/F, Henvery Megma Sikka Goali, Malé, Maldives
T +960 330 9762 / +960 330 8761
E carmen.k@mv.diethelmtravel.com

Malé (2)
2/F (east), STO AIFAANU Building, Malé, Maldives
T +960 300 6913 / +960 300 6914
E howard.b@mv.diethelmtravel.com

MYANMAR
Yangon
412, Merchant Street (Corner of 45th Street)
Botathaung Township, Yangon, Myanmar
T +95 1 861 0458
E leisure@mm.diethelmtravel.com

Bagan
Bagan Airport Road, 
Aung Myay Tha Quarter Nyaung Oo Town, 
Bagan, Myanmar
E leisure@mm.diethelmtravel.com

Inle 
65 (A) Kannar Street, Win Quarter, Nyaung Shwe,
Southern Shan State, Myanmar
E leisure@mm.diethelmtravel.com

Mandalay
9/17, Block 795, 24th Street, Aung Myay Tharzan 
Township, Mandalay, Myanmar
E leisure@mm.diethelmtravel.com
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